
 

 

   30-year Reunion of Elan crew 
Kevin Schulz, Ron Schute, Denny Foy, Jack Seguin 

(Photo courtesy of Lyn Del’Orme) 

 
 (Photos courtesy of David Foy) 
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        From the  
Bridge 

;  

from - Rob Braden, 
      Commodore 

 
Well summer arrived 

with a vengeance. After 
such a long, cold, wet 
spring, just about anything 
above 15º would have 
seemed like a heat wave. 
But no. No easy slide into 
summer. Too cold then too 
hot, thank you very much. 
Complaints about the 
humidity aside, there is 
something wonderful about 
evenings of hot days. When 
the sun is no longer beating 
down but it’s still 
comfortably warm in the 
lightest of clothing, and you 
get a light breeze blowing 
over the anchorage. 

We had nights like that 
on Cruise Week this year. 
Great turnout. 25+ boats 
took part. The schedule was 
flexible so that it didn’t get in 
the way yet drew people 
together every day. Kudos 
to Catherine Trinkwon our 
Cruise director and her side 
kick Phil Moorman who was 
ever present and helpful 
(especially when handling 
all the wine for the wine 
tasting). 

Thank you to all the 
members who took part in 

our Sailpast and Commodore’s BBQ. 
I appreciate that so many of you 
made plans to attend on a Canada 
Day holiday and help celebrate our 
Club. The festivities were seamlessly 
meshed together with the scheduled 
Canada Day events and finished 
with a bang. All thanks to the staff 
that supports us in so many ways. 

It’s the member support, the great 
service and wonderful facilities that 
remind us every day we have such a 
great club. As Rory will explain, at an 
incredibly bargain price when 
compared to other clubs of this 
caliber.  

The flood really did a number on 
us, but for all intensive purposes 
most members will hardly notice 
change at the club. We were smart 
enough to build defenses last year 
and met the flood this year well 
prepared, so that the physical 
damage was minor. But no one 
escapes unharmed from such an 
event - BYC took it in the pocket-
book. 

Where it is hurting is in the 
bottom line and how that effects the 
ability to keep up with the plans to 
repair and maintain infrastructure. 
Each year we plan to make $20K. 
This profit is then transferred from 
operations to restricted funds and 
covers the payment for the mortgage 
we took out to rebuild the East Wall 
and elevator. 

It’s a pretty tight budget. If we 
don’t transfer that profit, then it 
reduces the funds for the projects. 
The flooding meant expenses of 
30K, but even more the closings of 
the Club, the long periods of 
inaccessibility to the Main Lounge 
meant our budgeting predictions of 
food and beverage and new member 
fees all went out the window. All told 
we took a hit of about 75K. Not to 
worry the Club can handle it. We will 

survive, it just puts us back a couple 
of years in our recovery from the lean 
years. 

Under normal situations we would 
just delay projects and expenditures 
to offset the change in the facial plan. 
But due to the effect of the flood, we 
find it is necessary to do 2 large 
harbour projects and 2 smaller 
projects aimed at protecting ourselves 
from similar losses next spring. 
Pinched at both ends. This is why we 
turned to the members to ask for help. 
We do not have a tradition of having 
special assessments, rather a 
tradition of members stepping up 
when they are needed. 

And step up our members did. At 
the time of writing this we were 
approaching 30K, almost half way to 
our goal of 61.5K (the same number 
as the height of the walls). We knew 
that not every member could afford to 
make the contributions, but our 
members that could did contribute. 
The accumulation of the donations 
add up quickly. Several members 
contributing substantial amounts. On 
behalf of all the members of the Club, 
all of whom will benefit, let me thank 
you for your support. Time will tell if 
we will meet our goal. 

The flood really threw a lot of 
schedules out of whack, but the club 
is back on more or less routine 
operations again. One thing that I am 
behind on now and would like to push 
is a program to mentor new members. 
In the past we have had orientations 
and certainly our ambassadors help to 
welcome new members. I would like 
to take that a bit further now by 
creating a committee that will match 
up every new member with 3 existing 
members. I envision a small com-
mittee of about 4 people whose job it 
will be to match new members up with 
volunteers from the club who will meet 
the new members for an activity, be 
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it physical or consumable. They will 
work with the club staff to set things 
up. 

With 3 mentors it will draw new 
members into more than one group 
at the club. It will get non sailing 
members out for a sail, maybe 
playing a game of tennis or 
pickleball, or just meeting other 
members over drinks and dinner on 
a Friday evening. With 3 mentors, no 
one mentor will feel responsible for 
doing everything. We spread around 
that friendly BYC camaraderie.  

The Opti’s are coming. The Opti’s 
are coming. As a last word, keep in 
mind that up to 150 Opti sailors and 
their families are coming to BYC this 
August. There could be as many as 
600 people descending on the Club.  
It will look a bit like Swim the Bay 
every day. So we need volunteers. It 
should be fun. Supporting youth 
sailing and their families is a really 
good fit for BYC. 

 
 

 

 
Call for Nominations for 2019 Club 

Awards 
Kevin Bundy - Honorary Secretary 

Have you ever admired the work 
that a fellow Member has done for 
the Club? Has this special effort 
been over the past year, the past few 
years or perhaps over the last 20 
years? If you feel this Member 
deserves special recognition, then 
you could nominate that member for 
a BYC award. 

About this time every year, 
members are asked for nominations 
for our three club awards. These 
three awards, the Patron’s award, 
the Commodore’s Award and the 
Honorary Life Membership Award all 
recognize Members who have done 
something exemplarily for the Club. 

Each award requires a nomination 
from the membership that is reviewed 
by the Board of Directors. The 
Honorary Life Membership Award, our 
most prestigious award, is not given 
out lightly. This Award recognizes that 
a Member’s contributions to the club 
that were given in an “exemplary 
manner over the course of their 
membership” and provided 
“exceptional service” to the club. The 
Award grants a lifetime voting 
membership to the Member and their 
spouse or partner. 

At least three members must 
sponsor the nomination and the 
acceptance of the nomination for the 
Honorary Life Membership Award and 
it requires not only the Board of 
Directors support but also vetting by a 
special committee and even then it is 
only awarded with a 90% approval by 
the membership at an Annual General 
Meeting. But don’t let that deter you 
from making a nomination, you might 
be surprised at how much someone 
has accomplished when you start 
tallying them. 

The Patron’s Award is a new 
award created just last year. It too is 
in recognition of contributions over a 
much longer time period.  Nominees 
must have been a member for at least 
25 years with at least 20 years as a 
voting member and be in “good 
standing” with the Club. The 
requirements and nomination process 
is less stringent than the Honorary 
Life membership but it still requires 
having been a member for 25 years 
with at least 20 continuous years as a 
voting member. Two voting members 
can nominate a member for the award 
and the Board of Directors can 
approve up to three a year. The 
award consists of a certificate and a 
special BYC pin. 

The Commodore’s award 
recognizes the contributions of a 
Member who has made an 
outstanding personal contribution to 
the Club. This could have been done 
over a number of years or even just 
the last year if it was “outstanding”. 
Again, two Members can nominate a 
Member so long as that Member is in 
“good standing” with the Club. Recent 
recipients received the awards for 
long term active committee 

HONORARY SECRETARY 
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memberships, contributing 
to a large work project and 
chairing a successful 
international regatta at BYC. 
The award consists of a 
certificate, a special BYC 
pin. A list of past recipients 
is also proudly displayed in 
the main foyer. 

Further details of the awards, the 
nomination requirements and the 
approval process are given in 
section 9.2 of our 2018 regulations 
and is suggested reading if you do 
wish to nominate someone. There is 
also a guide giving examples of 
previous recipients of the awards on 
our website. If you have any 

questions, please direct them to 
honorarysecretary@BYC.ca  

One final thing is that the due 
dates for this year’s nominations are 
September 30 for the Honorary Life 
membership Award and October 11 
for the Commodore’s Award and the 
Patron’s Award. 

 

 
 

 
    by – Al Malo, Vice Commodore 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As I’m writing this article (last week of July), the water level has now dropped to chart datum around 57.9 

meters. This represents a drop of a little over 9 feet from the spring flood level. With the water level this low and 
possibly getting lower, extra care should be exercised when venturing into shallow areas – the buffer provided 
by the earlier high water levels will be gone. You should not venture out on the river without a chart. Better yet, a 
GPS unit and a depth sounder will help you avoid an embarrassing and possibly costly grounding – you don’t 
want to be one of those guys. 

The Optis are coming! Third week of August, BYC will be hosting a very important national regatta, the 
Canadian Opti Championships. A very large fleet is expected with almost 90 boats pre-registered with weeks 
remaining to the start of the event. Hosting such regattas is the way clubs such as ours demonstrate their 
commitment to the development of youth sailors and is a way for us to give back to the sport that underpins our 
Club. This type of regatta cannot run successfully without the participation of an army of volunteers. By 
volunteering, you not only help run the event, but you get to meet and work with many members you may not 
have met yet and to learn more about the sport of sailboat racing. If you have time available, I urge you to 
contact the Regatta Chair and join the volunteer crew – it will be very rewarding. 

Hosting this event also presents infrastructure challenges. A lot of boats have to be launched within a very 
short window of time. In order to do this, we need to ensure that we have sufficient ramps, docks and 
volunteers. In the last weeks of July, we started working on the infrastructure. Our Project Director, Guy 
Grimard, has once again come to the rescue and we built three new docks and two new ramps. In addition, the 
cost of this infrastructure was partly funded through the generous donation from Leena Ray as part of the BYCF 
fundraising ‘Greek Night’. This investment will not only provide facilities for the Regatta but will be an enduring 
asset helping the Club ensure that our youth training program is top notch. In the weeks prior to the regatta, we 
will continue to work on the infrastructure to ensure the Junior Club facility is ready to receive the competitors 
and provide them with an excellent BYC experience. 

Below you’ll see one of the docks that Guy assembled in the Dinghy Shed, and Opti coach Hubert giving us 
the thumbs up as the first Opti is hauled out on the newly deployed ramp at the Junior Club. 

 

     

HARBOUR REPORT 
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This event will also present logistical challenges. The large number of competitor boats that need to be 
launched and towed out to the race course will require that we control the traffic at the gas dock and entry and 
exit from the Harbour. In addition, space will be reserved for the Race Committee and coach boats at the gas 
dock. An officer will be assigned to control this traffic and instructions will be provided so you can contact this 
officer to determine when you can leave or enter the Harbour or use the gas dock. We will be installing a ramp 
in the North Crane cut and I will be contacting the dry-sail boats to make alternate arrangements with them for 
the week of the regatta to ensure that we will be able to handle all the competitor boats safely and efficiently. 

 
New docks arrived July 9th and were installed creating 14 new dock moorings in the main basin as well as a 

service dock at the Blue Crane.  Several members have already requested subscriptions on the next pods of 
docks to be installed. If you are interested in a subscription dock for next year, please contact the office for more 
information. 

The docks provide a more secure mooring especially since the trend towards larger cruising boats continues. 
In addition, docking and embarkation/disembarkation are much less stressful for everyone especially when you 
have guests, parents or children on board. The med mooring system served the Club very well in the early days 
but it comes with it’s own challenges. Moorings are susceptible to disappearing in high water, shifting in high 
winds and getting lost when the chains break. All of this requires staff time and tending by boat owners to adjust 
lines when water levels change. When the dock subscription program started in 2008, many were skeptical 
about abandoning the med moorings, but the docks have proven their value over time as evidenced by the 
number of subscriptions to the program. 

Picture of docks being launched by our dock provider and a picture of lost mooring pads that had become an 
obstruction and were removed recently with a great deal of effort. These mooring pads were a danger to boats 
with deeper keels, which I found out many years ago when I ran into them – good-riddance. 

 

     
  
Cradles and trailers require handling and storage. The Regulations require that boats be stored on folding 

steel cradles with steel blocks welded to the bottom. The folding cradles allow very efficient storage and ensure 
that our grounds are kept clean. On the other hand, trailers take up a lot of space and present issues when 
trying to store them in a way that does not turn the grounds into something resembling a car wrecking lot. When 
trailers are parked, the weeds grow up during the summer and the staff need to spend days clearing the brush 
before retrieving them. Given the extra handling costs related to trailers and non-folding cradles, I am looking at 
a handling charge for summer storage based on square footage. I’ll send more information when the proposal is 
fully developed. In the meantime, please ensure your trailer is properly identified with your name or boat name. 

 

    
      Cradle heaven – many cradles – small space    Trailer hell – big space requirement 
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Membership 

Looking forward to our projects, the priority is still the Cassels Street seawall. This project will start after the 
Opti Canadians so that Club operations are not disrupted during this event. Guy will be leading this project, and 
all offers of volunteer help will be greatly appreciated. Preliminary plans for Sherwood point have been drawn up 
that incorporate refurbishment of the gate storage area, but commitment to a project schedule is still pending. 
David Burke has generously accepted to lead the team exploring options for the western shoreline rehabilitation 
and meetings will begin first week of August. 

I’ll sign-off for now – we have a regatta to get ready for. Hope to see you among the volunteers. 
As always, I’m at the Club most days and more than happy to discuss any issues you have on your mind. I 

can also be reached using this email address harbourmaster@byc.ca . 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

by – Rory Harley (Director) 
 

 

BYC’s Demographic Challenge 

We Britannians have been through a lot over our 130-year history. Our Club has prospered in good times 

and had to adjust in challenging times. Last year, I completed a Club history from 1895 to 1918. My research 

gave me an appreciation of how quickly and imperceptibly circumstances can change for our Club. 

The Effects of WW I 

Britannia was founded in 1887 and for the first 22 years of our life enjoyed remarkable growth. The Club was 

the center in Ottawa, for all things nautical; sailing, paddling, motor boating etc., We soon had 2 clubhouses and 

were also the city’s aquatic summer entertainment center. We reached such a zenith by June 1914, that the 

Citizen ran a full page spread on the Club’s success. All this came to a grinding halt, as WW I started later that 

summer. That war sucked all our young men out of the Club, and the 1918 destruction by fire of our clubhouse 

on Britannia Pier destroyed our entertainment business model. 

Don Kirby, in his Club history, lamented that after WW I, it took the Club upwards of 50 years to recover. 
Quite how the Club managed to hold its spirit in paddling’s dying days during the dirty 30s and provide a 
sufficient competitive foundation for Frank Amyot to train and go on to win Canada’s only gold at the 1936 Hitler 
Olympics - remains a mystery. Boat ownership in those days required true dedication, as we had no yacht 
harbour and the risk of storm damage was ever present. 
BYC’s Post WW II Growth Spurt  

However, our members persevered, and by the end of WW II our returning vets had the drive and sufficient 

capital to undertake the conversion of the old power canal to our current harbour. By the early 1950s, we were a 

yacht club in both name and spirit. Our harbour started to be populated by the likes of Bonnies and homebuilt 

plywood Thunderbirds. Members that could afford the price tag, bought the early fiberglass boats, built on 

traditional wooden boat lines like the Alberg 30, were considered large for their day. 

By the early 1970s naval architects had figured out how to design sailboats with fiberglass. The Canadian 

sailboat industry blossomed with boats from; Aloha, Bayfield, Cabot, C&C, CS, Grampian Hinterholler, 

Hullmaster, Mirage, Nonsuch, Northern, Ontario Yachts, Skene Boats and Tanzer.  While not cheap, they were 

affordable, and our old and newly built Inner-Harbour started to quickly fill. The Boomer generation, then mostly 

in their 20s, took to dinghy racing, and we routinely saw healthy fleets of Y-Fliers, International 14s, 5o5s, 

Lightnings, Moths, Cygnus’s and Albacores on the starting line. Bruce Kirby, in a magazine of the time called 

mailto:harbourmaster@byc.ca
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One Design Yachtsman, wrote an article that chronicled that class proliferation at BYC and other clubs was 

spoiling competition. Oh, to have that problem now! 

The Club hit another zenith by the late 1970s and early 1980s. BYC charged any new members a healthy 

initiation fee, and we had a 2-year mooring waiting list to get a boat in our harbours. Nobody would have 

believed that lean times were less than a decade away. 

The 1980s Hit  

By the early 1980s, sailing started taking a nosedive, and BYC found itself in a financial squeeze. Why did 

this happen? There were a couple of reasons, the 20% interest rates of the period made boat loans dear, and 

the changing demographics. 

WW II veterans were then aging out of sailing. All our dinghy classes dwindled and died as their boomer 

skippers now getting into their 30s, got tired of having wet bums. While a portion of the dinghy sailors 

transitioned to keelboats, many skippers elected not to be ‘boat bound,’ or afford the still pricy newer fiberglass 

boats, as they started, and raised their families. The sailboat market, which had a business model of skippers 

becoming diseased with ‘two-foot itis’, became saturated. Consequently, used boat prices that were then 

increasing over time, started to decrease. All the Canadian sailboat manufactures were wiped out by 1988. Club 

membership fell and we lost members to the always cheaper Nepean SC. In desperation, we dropped our 

initiation fees and opened the Club up to ‘Associate’ members in a scramble to gain needed revenues. 

Changing economics and demographics can be very tough on a yacht club. 

BYC’s Current Challenge:  

The Club’s situation steadily improved in the intervening period and we have the appearance of being 

healthy. If one visits the Club on any given summer day, one would get the sense that there is a lot of youthful 

activity, as we put about 250 kids through our Junior program every summer and more through the tennis 

program held on Club grounds. Over the last several years the Club has had good membership numbers and 

the harbour has filled again, from an influx of even bigger boats. 

However, sometimes things are not always as they appear, and I believe the Club is about to be challenged 

again. On the chart below one can observe that we now have a lop-sided older membership demographic. In 

spite of the good numbers in our Junior program, we are not converting these junior sailors into young adult 

members. Any club without a basket of younger members lacks the vigour and the enthusiasm of youth. 

Also, many of those bigger boats that have been recently brought into the Club, owned by boomer aged 

members, like myself, are ticking off a boat ownership on their bucket list. A number of us will be aging out of 

ownership within the next decade, and we do not have enough potential younger member purchasers when this 

happens. Unlike in the 80s, when some of the dinghy sailors moved up to keelboats, BYC’s only competitive 

adult dinghy fleet is now the Lasers, most of whom are driven by older ‘master’ sailors, and thus unlikely to 

convert. 

 
BYC Members by Age and Membership Type on 2018 data 

BYC is also in the process of returning to our traditional membership categories, and has cancelled the 

Social Senior 65, the Summer Social, and Summer Social Extended memberships, thereby re-adopting the 

membership structures used by all Canadian senior yacht clubs. 
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The cheap social memberships yielded good membership numbers and goosed our Food and Beverage 

sales. However, they set an expectation that one could join BYC for as low as ¼ of the voting member’s fee, 

thereby lowering the physiological value of all higher fees. The number of voting members that downgraded, 

demonstrated that it was unsustainable for the Club to operate with membership revenues from a high-volume, 

low-fee model. 

As many of the members that joined were older socials, the Club swayed its services and entertainment to 

their demographic, thereby inadvertently making the Club less appealing to potential young members. Perhaps 

the most damaging affect of the cheap social memberships was that they masked the growing challenge facing 

the Club, a chronic lack of young adult members. 

Hopefully the trend we have seen in recent years of young families buying older boats will continue and fill 

this void. However, take the time to google; millennials, generation squeeze, housing costs, interests, 

affordability gap, student loans, etc., and you will also likely reach the same conclusion that; BYC effectively has 

no succession plan as there are now, simply not enough younger members in the Club to keep the place going 

in the future. By now not undertaking a drive for young professional members, the Club is leaving a risk, 

unmitigated. 

Corrective Action 

BYC’s demographic problem will not be remedied in the short term. It will take considerable tolerance, cost 

and effort. On June 19 the Board of Directors approved a motion that, for the balance of this year, two new 

single Intermediate Members (ages 18 to under 36) may join for the price of one, for their first year of 

membership. We hope, that by halving this $460 fee for new member Millennials in their 30s, and the GenZs, 

now in their 20s, Britannia will be able to establish a core that will hopefully attract more of this badly needed 

demographic. 

The decision to now introduce a trial low-cost starter Intermediate Membership, having just closed the door 

on the other cheap memberships, was not done lightly. The Board is unanimous in its belief that we can only 

succeed in attracting younger members, if we fulfill the following 3 requirements; provide activities that interest 

them; make them feel welcome, and engage them in club activities. 

On the first point, the Club is redirecting some of its entertainment budget to a number of venues designed to 

appeal to our members and young adult audiences. The first of these was the group Beats’ n Keys, on June 26. 

In an effort to hopefully introduce this demographic to the Club these events are being promoted on targeted 

young demographic social media and billed as ‘bring a friend’ night. 

Many of this younger target group will be unfamiliar with yacht clubs and sailing. Therefore, I ask that you 

assist with other two requirements; welcoming new younger members and, if you are a boat owner, offer them a 

ride to introduce them to the joy of pleasure sailing and racing, and being out on the water. 

In closing I also ask our members to think of the young adults you may know and spread the word through 

friends and family that Britannia is looking for young professional members. Perhaps you could consider buying 

a young friend, niece, nephew or grandchild, a BYC Intermediate Membership for a birthday, graduation, or 

early Christmas present; which as a voting member would introduce them to both the world of sailing and grant 

them the privilege of access to yacht clubs around the world. 

 

 
by – Alan Galley (Director) 

 

since the last 

newsletter much of the 

focus has been on getting the 
harbour back in shape and planning 
for some major seawall construction 
in late summer and into the fall. A 
good volunteer turnout during the 
late spring clean up focused their 
energies on refinishing the seawall 
bench; removing the much-abused 
grass and soil from the platform 
below the harbour wall, and taking 
up the interlock platform at the end 
of Cassel Street. This in preparation 
for some major seawall 
reconstruction to begin in late 

summer and early fall. The gardening 
committee did a fantastic job in 
populating the garden along the path 
beside the tennis courts, installing 
some planters at the end of Cassel 
Street and upgrad-ing the Hosta 
display between the club entrance 
roadways. Inside the clubhouse the 
fireplace flue was burnished to a high 
degree, and the new door to the 
Kitchen stained to blend in with the 
older wall. Clean-up around the Junior 
Club was led by the BYC junior sailors 

House & Grounds 

Summer Update 
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with support from family and 
club members. 

The goose control 
initiative appears to be 
paying off, with no goslings 
appearing this spring and 
the lawns much clearer of 
goose droppings. The 
contractor brings in a couple 
of border collies a few times 
a week at irregular times to 
keep the remaining geese 
on edge and looking over 
their shoulders. The 
contractor reckons it will 
take two summer seasons 
before the BYC flock 
realizes there must be 
quieter places to lay eggs 
and bring up a family. At no 
time during this process are 
the geese physically 
attacked or harmed. 

With a large sigh of 
relief, at least on my part, 
the new playground 
installation was completed 
before the Commodore’s 
weekend. Rather than 
taking a chance on digging 
down and disturbing a large 
number of tree roots it was 
decided to raise the 
playground area, and at the 
same time levelling the 
ground out to the road. As 
promised, The Duck was 
refurbished and reinstalled 
and the teeter totter 
repainted and repaired. A 
boat from the old Opti fleet 
has been installed and will 
be used as a sandbox by 
some of the younger 
members. After having 
spoken to a number of our 
newer members I believe 
the refurbished playground 
will add to our ability to 
attract and retain a younger 
cadre of members. 

There are still some bits 
and pieces of interlock 

around the clubhouse and flagpole 
that need to be reinstalled, which I 
hope to have dome before the end of 
the month. 

Thanks again to the volunteers 
who came out for the spring-clean 
up, and to the active and rigorous 
Grounds Committee for helping keep 
BYC attractive. 

 
 

 

by – Trevor Clarke (Director) 

 

Finally, the season we all love 

is well underway!  
Last month we hosted our first 

"Bring a Friend" night here at BYC, 
giving members an opportunity to 
show off the club we all love so 
much. We had some great live 
entertainment from Jeff Rogers and 
saw many new faces walk through 
our doors, many who never even 
knew we were here!  Personally. I 
like being one of the city’s best kept 
secrets, but for the health and 
longevity of the Club, we're 
continuing to take steps to make 
ourselves better known! If you see 
an unfamiliar face walking around, 
make sure to say Hi - they might just 
be some of our newest members. 

You may have seen some 
photographers around recently who 
look like they're surveying the 
property. We're in the process of 
having our grounds and clubhouse 
added to google Street-View, which 
will help our online presence and 
increase our organic google search 
ranking. 

Also new this month we've 
started a 6-week BYC yoga course 
hosting by one of our resident 

members and yogi Sarah Kelly. The 
spots filled up fast and we're hoping to 
add another course soon. Make sure 
to watch your Inbox for updates. 

Our Marketing Committee is 
always open to new ideas, so feel free 
to reach me personally anytime over 
email or around the Club. 

Until next time! 
 

 

 
by – Sue Levesque 

  (Director) 

 
 

The Our Caribbean Night was a 

tremendous success again this year 
with the sounds of the Nepean 
Panharmonic Steel Drum Band to 
entertain us and great food prepared 
by our chef Natalie and the rest of our 
kitchen staff.  

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Kimberley for organizing the 
Friday, August 23 lobster event. For 
those of you who attended last year's, 
we have the same entertainers, so get 
ready to kick up your heels to some 
down east tunes. 

See you at the Club. 

 
 

MARKETING & PR Social Report 
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The Nominating Committee is 
SEEKING CANDIDATES 

FOR NOMINATION TO THE  
2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 
August 1, 2019 
 
 
The Nominating Committee is actively seeking candidates for nomination to vacancies on the 
2020 Board of Directors. In accordance with the By-law, eligibility for candidature is as 
follows: 
 

(a) Be at least eighteen (18) years of age. 
(b) Be a voting member in good standing of the Club. 
(c) Be neither mentally incompetent nor an undischarged bankrupt; 
(d) Not be an employee of the Club. 

 
Deadline for an expression of interest to be included in the slate prepared by the 
Nominating Committee, is Saturday, AUGUST 31. 
 
If you are interested, please provide the Committee with the following by the above date: 
 
a) A biographical sketch of 25 to 50 words, written in the first person. 
b) Your background and any preference for the specific portfolio. 
c) An indication of what you foresee you might want to achieve in your second year on 

the Board (the first year being more of an apprenticeship). 
d) What your platform would be, and your rationale for selection for nomination. 
 
As well, if you know someone you feel would be a good candidate, we would be most 
interested in receiving your recommendation. 
 
We look forward to receiving many replies, and encourage anyone interested to let us know. 
Just get in touch with me or any member of the Nominating Committee - 
 

David Burke (Chair) 

Jane Agnew 
Henry Chan 
Joe Courtney 
Bob Sunday 
 

David Burke 
Chairman, 2020 Nominating Committee 
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ANNUAL BBQ AT BASKIN’S BEACH - AUGUST 4, 2019 
 
The Britannia Boating Club Memorial Park at Baskin’s is located about 12 nautical miles up-river, near 

Dunrobin.  he one-acre Park has a cairn/flagpole to honour all veterans from BYC, a fire pit, a BBQ and 
outhouses. 

Accessible by both boat and car, the Park has been available for use by BYC members since 1947. Note - 
the outhouses and gate are normally locked - members can get the combination(s) from the BYC office. 
Member users are responsible for their own garbage disposal as there are no municipal services at the site. 

 The not-for-profit Association that manages the Park is made of members of BYC, and any voting member 
of BYC is eligible to join the Association. 

The August long weekend is fast approaching, so mark your calendars and check for details posted at the 
Club.  

  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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HMCS CARLETON DEDICATES OPERATIONS ROOM TO 
CAPTAIN THOMAS G. FULLER D.S.C**, M.I.D., RCN(R) 

 

 
Commander Sheyla Dussault, Commanding Officer of HMCS Carleton 

welcomes guests to the Fuller Room dedication. 

“The Pirate of the Adriatic” 
On May 5, 2019, HMCS Carleton officially dedicated the unit Operations Room to Captain Thomas George 

Fuller, a renowned Canadian naval officer of exceptional ability who went above and beyond the call of duty. In 
the Second World War Captain Fuller served with distinction as Commanding Officer of the 61st Motor Gun 
Boat Flotilla, where his daring and intrepid actions against Axis forces earned him the nickname “Pirate of the 
Adriatic.” After the war, Captain Fuller returned to Canada where he commanded HMCS Naden and HMCS 
Carleton.  

 
Captain Thomas G. Fuller 

Captain Fuller was also an active and dedicated member of the Ottawa community. He went on to a 
successful civilian career with his company Thomas Fuller Construction, building many well-known Ottawa 
landmarks. He also served as Commodore of the Britannia Yacht Club from 1948 to 1949, where he designed 
and built the sail training vessels STV Black Jack and STV Fair Jeanne. 

To celebrate the life and accomplishments of this exceptional sailor and citizen, HMCS Carleton dedicated 
the Operations Room in our “stone frigate” on Dow’s Lake, to Captain Fuller and officially renamed it the ‘Fuller 
Room’. 

On hand for the dedication ceremony were 350 sailors and civilians alike including, the Fuller family, George 
Darouze, Deputy Mayor of Ottawa; Jody Thomas, Deputy Minister of the Department of National Defence; and 
Simon Fuller, who spoke on behalf of the family of the late Captain Fuller. We were also joined by Rear Admiral 
Jeff Zwick, Commodore Marta Mulkins, former commanding officers and coxswains, current and former 
members of Carleton’s Ship’s Company, members of the Britannia Yacht Club and the Falkland Sea Cadets and 
the Vice Admiral Kingsmill Navy League Cadet Corps. 

In the days and weeks leading up to the dedication ceremony, the Operations Room was in full use as the 
command center for Carleton’s participation in Op LENTUS flood relief efforts. As noted by Commander Sheyla 
Dussault, Captain Fuller would likely have appreciated that the room bearing his name was being used to help 
serve the City of Ottawa and its citizens.  

May the dedication of this room in his name serve as an ever-present reminder of Captain Fuller’s spirit of 
service—to the Navy and to his community.  
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ENTERTAINMENT/SOCIAL 

CALENDAR 

         

Aug. 2  Simon Clarke 
Aug. 9  Fastlane 
Aug.16  Acoostic Shooters 
Aug.23  The Other Krow 
Aug.30  Maple Whiskey Band 
Sep. 6  Sonic Blue 
Sep.13  Anthology 
Sep.20  Brothers Brady 
Sep.27  Oktoberfest – Ottawa 
        Rube Band 
Oct. 25  The Rockphiles 
Dec.13  Christmas Buffet 

Roxy Swan 
Dec.31  New Year’s Eve 
        The Gnarleys 

 

  
 

PRINCE “MORE CONTROL” TENNIS RACKET 
WITH COVER. 
Used only once. Asking price $75 firm, 
one third of its purchase price.  
Call 613-266-4880.          (1) 

 
MIRAGE 27 - 1980 -“DANALEE”  
Built in 1980 for just one owner. 
Custom hard dodger and bimini with side 
pieces for sun or rain; a full double berth plus a 
single berth and a v-berth; pedestal cockpit 
and cabin tables; re-powered in 2000 with a 
“state of the art” 3 cylinder Volvo MD2020 
diesel (20 HP); “Big” Garmin Chartplotter/depth 
sounder; TV; Cold-Holding Plate refrigeration 
with battery support; pressure water system; all 
cruising and racing equipment; 8 ft fiberglass 
dinghy; folding steel cradle with “feet.” 
$18,000 
Byron Boucher 613 596-8016 
byronboucher77@gmail.com      (2) 
 

GRAMPIAN 2-34 – 1975 – “WIND SONG” 
Low hour Volvo MD 3; Max Prop; folding wheel; 
auto-pilot; ST50 instruments; oversize ST winches; 
newer main with new stack-pack, gennaker; furling 
system; topsides redone; newer dodger/bimini; 
bottom redone with 7 coats of InterProtect; 
propane system (stove, oven, BBQ, cabin heater); 
canvas cover; 4 speaker stereo; Corian galley; 
refrigeration; gen set, newer upholstery; 
Treadmaster on deck; genoa cars; lead keel; 
multiple LED lights in cabin; 3 oil lamps; 
2 sets nav lights; spreader lights; chart plotter 
on pedestal; windlass; self-stowing all chain rode; 
secondary rope/chain rode; 15 KG Bruce; 
secondary anchor, and much more. 
$49,000. 
Jim Knight 613 882 8066 
jwknight@rogers.com          (2) 

 

Advertisements in  

“Market Place” 
Will run for 3 consecutive issues. 
Please let us know if your ad is no 

longer necessary, or 
if you wish to renew it. 

Ads may be submitted in unformatted 
electronic form in Word to 

joannbob@rogers.com  

or in handwritten form to Club 
Office 

 

mailto:byronboucher77@gmail.com
mailto:jwknight@rogers.com
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Between the Sheets 
NEWS FOR BOATERS - RACERS AND CRUISERS 

August-September 2019 

 

 
 

DON’T FORGET 
BASKIN’S ODD COUPLE RACE…………........Sat. Aug. 3 

BYC BASKIN’S WEEKEND.....................Sat-Mon Aug 3-5 

2018 CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP............................Sat Aug 10 

JOINT STONY POINT RACE............................Sun Aug 11 

OPTIMIST CANADIANS......................................Aug 14-20 

WOMEN’S INTERCLUB UP-RIVER.................. Sat Aug 24 

OTTAWA VALLEY LASER MASTERS..............Aug 24/25 

QUEEN’S PARK SERIES RACE #2 (ILD)........Sun Aug 25 

ARMITAGE RACE..............................................Sat Aug 31 

BYC BASKIN’S WEEKEND........................Aug 31 - Sept 2 

FALL SAILORS’ MEETING..............................Tues Sept 3 

100 MILE RACE....................................................Fri Sept 6 

SAILBOARD OPEN REGATTA...........................Sat Sept 7 

C&C 27 REGATTA (ONT. CHAMPS) ...............Sat Sept 14 

QUEEN’S PARK SERIES RACE #3 (ILD)........Sun Sep 15 

END OF SEASON SOCIAL............................Thurs Sep 26 

WOMEN’S END OF SEASON CELEBRATON........Sep 30 

FALL 50 MILE RACE............................................Sat Oct 5 

 
 
 
 

by – David O’Sullivan, Class 5 Rep. 

 

Hello Class 5, 

The season is quickly slipping past and it’s about this 
time when the sweaters start coming out. The racing has 
been great with some windy nights and some not so windy 
but all in all the season, albeit short, has been a good one. 

If you’re interested in long distance sailing hopefully, 
you’re getting ready for the 100 miler and Fall 50! It’s 
always an exciting time and those points, along with your 
Tuesday scores, will count towards the Kelpie Cup. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions 
or concerns class5rep@byc.ca 

I hope you’re having a fun filled season., 
 

 

 
by – Brian Williamson, Class 8 Rep. 

 

Finally we’re sailing and racing – for a while it seemed 

like summer and the sailing season would never come until 
it finally arrived so quickly many were unprepared for it. 

Class 8 racing (aka PHRF Div 3) got off to a rocky start 
with a late notice that the spring season was abandoned 
and that the one spring series race scheduled after the 
gates came out would fold into the summer series. The 
short notice and corresponding change from the lower 
(Bravo) course to the up-river (Alpha, Olympic Circle) 
course meant boats showed up to the RC and found out 
they had to be on the other course, a 15 minute trip further 
away, meaning they couldn’t make the start and were 
scored DNC (currently a whopping 15 points!). The silver 
lining (maybe pewter? or tinsel?) to that cloud is that with 7 
races in both the summer and fall series boats will be able 
to drop 2 races in each series. 

BYC currently has two boats (Moonbeam and Skylark) 
in contention in the revised summer series. Best of luck to 
both to pull off good results in the rest of the series and 
drop that first race out of the scoring for a good overall 
result. And inviting all other boats with PHRF ratings of 217 
or greater (Sharks, Tanzer 22s, Mirages…) to come out– 
hope you can summon crew and spirit to make it out and 
grow the BYC Class 8 fleet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CLASS 8 REPORT

" Any fool can carry on, but only the wise man knows how to shorten sail.” - Joseph Conrad 

mailto:class5rep@byc.ca
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C&C 27 REPORT

by- Mohamed H. Fahmy, C&C 27 Rep. 

 
The role of C&C 27 fleet on advancing women’s racing 
at BYC. 

Before 2005 no BYC boat had ever participated in 
Monday Women’s racing run by NSC. A single boat (Flying 
Circus) from BYC participated in Monday Women’s Racing 
in 2005. If five crew members sailed on Flying Circus, that 
constituted all the women racing from BYC on Mondays. 

With Kelly Lyon acting as BYC Women’s 
Representative, long, tedious and at times difficult 
negotiations started’.;. with the NSC women’s 
representative to establish a coached boat program to add 
to the Monday night races. The obvious goal was to 
introduce and train as many women as possible to racing. 
As a result, for 2006 4 BYC boats participated for the first 
time - 3 of them C&C 27s - Kokopelli, Carpe Diem and/. 
Misty Star, In 2007 the same boats participated again. 
Gradually more BYC boats from other classes participated. 
These boats included Rainbow, Halcyon, Inchiki and 
Versutus all were coached by their owners or their 
representative. During these years there was one start for 
the fleet but in the scoring the boats were divided into A 
and B divisions, un-coached and coached. 

Starting from 2009 and after long negotiations between 
the women representatives of the two clubs, an agreement 
was reached to have two separate starts for the coached 
and un-coached boats. Women’s participation in racing on 
Lac Deschênes exploded with a large contribution from 
BYC sailors. 

The other boats that joined the fleet included, 3 more 
C&C 27s, namely: Interlude, Firefly and Mojo. More boats 
from other classes participated, Skidbladnir, Blue Bye U, 
Crazy Ivan, Phoenix, Red Eye, No More Hobbies, Muskad 
and Carina 11. 

The coached-boat program has been a great success 
and through it a considerable number of new skippers 
evolved and won series and/or championships. The list 
from the C&C 27 fleet included Kim Moffat, Leah Horner, 
Gerry Davies, Elizabeth Pattey, Lexi Parsons, 
Genevieve Audet and Marian Xhignesse (won series or 
championship). In addition to Jane Almond, Catherine 
Radatus, Deborah Hawken, Diane Laberge, Wanda Noel, 
Kelly Lyon, Mary Jaekl, Wendy Zatylny, Elizabeth 
Jamieson, Susan Peacock-Hacking, Sarah Kennel, all 
placed high in the standings. Add to that list the skippers 
that trained on the other classes of boats, Nancy Foy, 
Liliane Mabson and Angela Hussey (won series or 
championships), Maureen McCann, Natalie Foy, Krista 
Kiiffner, Julie Johnston, Catherine Trinkwon, Mary-Ellen 
Dempster, Sarah Kennel and Sophie Veilleux. 

In 2018 a decision was taken to split the un-coached 
fleet according to the PHRF rating into faster and slower 
boats on a trial basis. 

The following table shows the contributions to the two 
fleets (coached and un-coached) from BYC in the last 10 
years. (C&C 27 boats /BYC boats /total fleet size) 

Coached  Un-coached 
2009  1/5/ 7   2/5/12 
2010  3/4/10   1/2/ 9 
2011  2/6/11   2/3/13 
2012  3/7/11   1/3/13 
2013  6/9/11   0/2/12 
2014  3/7/12   1/1/11 
2015  3/7/15   1/2/10 
2016  3/6/10   1/4/15 
2017  3/5/ 7   1/3/14 
2018  2/5/ 7   Fleet A 1/1/6  Fleet B 0/3/10 
It must be mentioned that other C&C 27 boats from 

NSC including Makai and Escape also participated 
throughout the years. Since each boat is crewed by an 
average of 4 women, the actual number of women trained 
as skippers and as crew is considerably high. So, in 
conclusion, it can safely be said that the C&C 27 class has 
had the greatest impact on growing the population of 
women’s racing on Lac Deschênes as compared to other 
classes. 

 
 
 

 
by –Andrew Fraser (Director) 

 

 
 

 

 

Hello everyone, the season has had a late start but not 

a slow one. I will hold off on any National Capital Regatta 
Laser updates as I think Lisa will have that covered. The 
racing has been great so far with some good wind nights 
and great turnout. Last week we had 24 Lasers on the start 
line, which is fantastic for a Wednesday. On the regatta 
front, we ran a windy and intimate Britannia Cup with less 
than ten boats participating – mostly due to it being a windy 
afternoon and the first time out this season for many 
racers. Our own elite team coach, Nicholas Kim, won the 
windy event with yours truly and Matt Hobbs coming 
second and third. Congrats Nic.! 

LASER FLEET NEWS 
(CLASS 11) 
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WOMEN, WIND & WAVES 

 
  Britannia Cup winner Nic  celebrates. 

On the July 13-14 weekend, six BYC masters headed to 
beautiful Thornbury, Ontario for the Great Lakes Masters 
Champs. It was a first time event for the club and boy did 
they put on a great show. On Saturday night we were 
treated to the sounds of the Old Salts band. A first ever 
performance featuring Johnny ‘Axe-man’ Brooman, and 
past BYC member Andy ‘Ivory-tickler’ Roy. They have set a 
new bar for the regatta party. We managed to get 5 lighter 
wind races done and I am excited to say I was able to take 
top spot in the full rig. My theory on the keys to the victory 
were patience and looking not for the shifts but where the 
pressure is. 

 
“Old Salts Band” 

Next up is the Ottawa Valley Masters Champs at BYC 
on Aug 24/25.  
And now for an update on our hard charging Elite 
Racing Team. I love getting these updates and reading up 
on how hard they are working and well they are doing. 

 
 Elite team training hard 

The BYC Laser race team has had a busy start to the 
season to catch-up on lost training time due to the spring 
floods. Regatta season started strong with the laser 
Canadians in Beaconsfield, QC. Conditions were light and 
shifty with 5 races over 3 days and competition was tough 
with National Team athletes participating as well as the top 
youth sailor in the country, Ryan Anderson, who won the 
event. Aethan Cubitt took team top result finishing 9th 
overall out of 28. The regatta was especially important to 
help identify weaknesses in the BYC athletes, with light air 
speed and starts needing the most work. It’s ironic that the 
BYC team excels in heavy air but are generally weak in 

light air, given that Lac Deschênes is a light air sailing 
venue. After finishing their exams, the team headed to 
Aylmer (CVGR) to race against the Quebec team athletes 
with Rafael Hebert finishing in first and Laser team alumni 
Stuart Cowper taking 4th place due to some disappointing 
starts. Rafael’s winning streak continued with a hard-
earned victory at National Capital Regatta racing in strong 
winds against the rest of the team and several teams from 
Quebec. Aethan Cubitt hiked hard to take second place 
and Stuart Cowper third. Isabel Foy secured a first place 
finish in the Laser 4.7 fleet with Anna Parolin in second and 
Maia Shishis taking third. The team is now in Brant beach, 
NJ, training and getting ready for the North American 
Championship starting July 18 and then heading back to 
Kingston for the Radial Youth Worlds. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

by – Ruth Martin – Women’s Fleet Rep. 

 

This year’s Monday night Series One kicked off on 

June 24, later than planned yet with enthusiasm. As I write 
this article, 24 boats have participated in this summer’s 
women’s races – already more than last year. 

Series II will run as scheduled from July 30 through 
September 23. This will be a 7-race series with no races on 
the holiday Mondays, August 5 and September 2. Our end-
of-season banquet will take place on BYC’s Upper Deck on 
Monday, September 30. 

Following up on the great turnout for our first Women’s 
Up-River Race in August 2018, the second Interclub race 
and Family BBQ is a go. This year’s event will be held on 
Saturday, August 24. The race is scheduled for a 2 p.m. 
start and will follow the Queen’s Park racecourse, 
approximately 8.4 Nm. 

The Up-River Race is open to all types of keelboats and 
dinghies with women skippers and crew. There will be 
separate results for teams that are coached and for those 
that are not. Similar to Monday night racing, up-river 
coaches and boat owners can be men or women. Whether 
you are already racing in the Monday night fleet or planning 
to create a new women’s team for this event, you are 
welcome. 
All participating boats must: 
➢ Be registered for Long Distance racing with the Interclub 

racing program jointly hosted by BYC and NSC prior to 
the race. Please note that for keelboats already 
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registered for Long Distance racing, it is either with a 
flying sail (spinnaker) or not. This will determine your 
PHRF rating for the Women’s Interclub Up-River Race 
as well. 

➢ Confirm participation by emailing womensrep@byc.ca 
➢ On the day of the race, check in with the Race 

Committee Boat prior to the first warning signal. 
A family BBQ dinner for race participants as well as 

their friends and families will take place at Nepean Sailing 
Club after the race at 6 pm. It will be a BBQ with burgers 
(beef, Beyond Meat (vegan) or chicken), salad and dessert 
for $20 + HST. 

Tickets for the BBQ are available on Eventbrite until 
Monday, August 19 at https://bit.ly/2XEnAca. Gluten-free 
options and food allergies can be registered there. No 
tickets will be sold at the event. 

Save the date and invite your friends to join us. There is 
still time to submit a Racing Registration Form if your boat 
is not already registered for Interclub racing or for Long 
Distance racing within the Interclub racing program. Last 
year, a dozen boats participated in the up-river race and 
then got together for the family BBQ afterwards. 
 If you are looking for information on sailing events, there 
are several local sources for news. In addition to the Full & 
By, material on women’s sailing activities is posted on the 
Women’s Fleet page on BYC’s website. For those on 
Facebook, the Ottawa Ladies Sailing Facebook group is 
another source of information. 

Women interested in being included in the Monday 
evening Racing Crew Bank, members who might consider 
loaning their keelboats on Monday nights to allow us to 
expand the fleet and anyone with suggestions or questions 
regarding women’s racing or the 2020 Women in Wind 
Conference can contact me at womensrep@byc.ca 

See you on the water! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

from - Kirk Robertson – Handicapper & Jury Chair 

 

Well we are finally on the water, but if you are like me, 

the boat is a month behind- still cleaning and getting 

electrics in line. 

PHRF Certificates are required for Tuesday night racing 
and most upriver events. They are not required for one-
design racing, nor for the RUST series which is coming on 
strong.  

If you pop the Tuesday race results and change the 
Internet title to “Summer_dual.htm”; you can see race 

results handicapped by PHRF and NHC. As of now, there 
are few differences, we will see how the summer unfolds.  
Hope to add a click spot on the results page to bring them 
up automatically. 
RUST Series 

Well some boats have started using spinnakers- 
Phoenix was the 1st to do it and others have tried it since. 
Preliminary results are: yes you can gain; but maybe not as 
much as you might think. This is partly due to buoy to buoy 
racing, so the downwinds are not often straight downwinds 
and that NHC will increase your rating the faster you 
normally cover a course. Going the right way seems to be 
way more useful than any sail plan you choose - as it 
should be. 

On July 10 the RUST event had 15 boats on the course 
and NSC boats are beginning to show up. “Yea Grappa!” 

Please report RUST finish times to 
 rustcupscorer@byc.ca  

 

. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
From Tony Latus – your Trusty Rusty Rep. 

2019's RUST fleet has grown to 33 boats listed, and the 
July 10 race had 14 on the start line, in a good breeze! 
Plus, possibly 2 'observer' boats which followed the fleet to 
see what was going on. This often leads to new skippers 
signing up over the following days. Owing to lack of 
available mark choices at present, we race from S and 
around the NSC channel bifurcation mark (usually twice 
around) and back to S mark for the finish. When there is a 
fresh breeze we go down to E-mark and do a once-round, 
finishing at S. 

The bulk of the fleet still comes from BYC, but NSC is 
putting in a respectable showing so far. I still hope to see 
more dinghies join in, not only from the ‘fun’ perspective, 
but also as a further test of our NHC handicapping system 
that has worked so well thus far. RUST remains as a self-
contained, zero-workload-for-the-clubs series of races, 
every Wednesday afternoon, June through September. 
Zero-workload because the start is conducted by one of the 
racers, and only marks already on the lake are used for the 
course. 

The 2019 version RUST SSI is on BYC's website and we 
have some plasticized condensed versions to hand out, for 
the new RUSTers to keep in their hip pocket. Although the 
2019 Rabbit Start procedure has been revised, the Rabbit 
Boat’s manoeuvres & timings all remain essentially 
unchanged. Race durations remain at 1 to 1 ½ hours, 

mailto:womensrep@byc.ca
https://bit.ly/2XEnAca
mailto:womensrep@byc.ca
mailto:rustcupscorer@byc.ca
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making return to the clubhouse (i.e. bar opening time) by 
1600 highly probable. Kirk Robertson has very successfully 
implemented the NHC handicap method for RUST, and at 
the end of the season will give another technical briefing on 
how well it is working. The clubs have also agreed to dual-
score (NHC and PHRF) some of the other Interclub series 
results so we can see the differences. Two nice 
advantages of NHC are (a) it's free to use, no annual fees; 
and (b) it's immune to 'tinkering' or 'adjusting' in response 
to any particular boat design or crew that performs 
exceptionally well or poorly. The algorithm remains in 
charge and cannot be messed with. 

Once again, this year the RUST Series has brought more 
new boats & crews into a regular racing venue, and 
everyone in the RUST group is having fun. If you haven’t 
tried a RUST race, but think you might, ask around & talk to 
one of the RUSTees. The photo here shows less than half 
the fleet in a recent race, heading up towards NSC. We 
hope to see you out on the start line soon! 

 
 
 

 
Britannia Interclub Toy Sailboat & 

Yacht (BITSY) Race Series 
As per the attached photo the BITSY fleet is booming, 

with 9 boats gathering during the NCR weekend, and 
holding a few preliminary races over in the Inner Harbour. 
The wind and seas were a little too fresh for our tiny boats 
to navigate the main harbour mouth or outside the 
breakwater during NCR.  But, although we have had no 
conflicts over right of way, it is always entertaining to watch 
the reactions of big-boat skippers when a 27-inch yacht 
appears out of nowhere and sails past them, tacking and 
gybing its way along. 

If you haven’t yet heard or read about it, BITSY 
(Britannia Interclub Toy Sailboat & Yacht) is the model 
radio-controlled boat hobby group here at BYC.  It’s also a 
unique NHC handicap race series, which can 
accommodate all kinds of model design. We take your 
basic boat data, scale it up 10 times – and your 24” model 
becomes a 20-foot yacht, with an initial handicap number 
generated by the NHC algorithm. So, whether you have a 
small or big budget, are young or old, participation in the 
Interclub BITSY events is open to everyone who has any 

class of BYC membership, and any type of model RC 
sailboat. 

I published a BITSY Race Series Instruction, which 
incorporated input from the existing skippers. Much like a 
typical sailing instruction, it includes the basic event rules 
and details of how things will run. But it has been simplified 
to make the races as easy and enjoyable as possible, while 
retaining features that should make the competition both 
fair and exciting. If you would like a copy, contact me. 

Our first event was fairly ad-hoc, and as there is no 
fixed race-day schedule, you need to be on my email 
distribution list to plan for the next event. All events will be 
scheduled to avoid conflict with any of the big boat 
activities, such as regular evening racing and long-distance 
weekend races. I will email all BITSY skippers well in 
advance of a possible race day, to pick the best time & 
date, and then reconfirm at least 2 to 3 days beforehand. 

We previously held a couple of test and tuning sessions, 
but you can show up any time and give it a try. During NCR 
weekend we even had some models volunteering as a 
'rescue boat' for others who had become snagged on a 
floating line. And in the Inner Harbour, although the winds 
are incredibly shifty, your boat can't get too far away from 
you and is easily rescued if needed. I know there are quite 
a lot of models boats lurking in BYC members' basements 
and garages. We would love to see them brought back into 
service, and out sailing as part of the BITSY fleet. You can 
contact me directly as per below and I will arrange further 
email-blast ads and posters. See you ‘round the clubhouse! 
 
Tony Latus - BITSY Fleet Captain 
bycalias@gmail.com 
613-834-3990 

 
 

 
 
 
 
from - Nicolas Kim 

BYC Racing Coach 
Day 2 of the Laser North Americans started with fog and 

a postponement on shore, but eventually the wind arrived, 
and the Radials were able to get 4 races in. Wind velocity 
increased steadily throughout the day from 7 to 12 knots 
with heat and humidity around 41C. Team results steadily 
improved as the wind strength increased with notable 
highlights including a 13th for Rafael in race 4. Aethan 
Cubitt was in 7th in race 3 up until the last reach where his 
outhaul shackle blew up and his sail folded in two causing 

BYC RACE TEAM UPDATE 
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him to lose 20 boats in the final stretch of the race to finish 
26th. But with unwavering optimism he bounced back for 
the final race and finished in 23rd. In the 4.7 fleet, Maia 
Kazmer-Shishis recovered from a poor start and finished 
the first race in 10th and Isabel Foy had a great start in 
race 2 to finish 7th. 

The third day of the North Americans began with a 2-
hour postponement on shore with patchy light wind and 
temperatures reaching 45C. The sea breeze eventually 
came in and, similarly to the day before, wind strength 
increased from 7 to 14 knots by the third race. Sam 
Wittmann showed that training pays off with great starts 

and rounding the first windward mark consistently in the top 
15. Ian Craig, recovered from his heat exhaustion the 
previous day, finished race 2 with a 21st and race 3 in 28th. 
For the last race of the day Aethan Cubitt ended the day 
strong with a 13th while Rafael finished 11th but was OCS. 
But the star of the day was Isabel Foy who won the last 
race in the 4.7 fleet with a good start and by hiking harder 
than anyone else. 

A very impressive result given the strong caliber of the 
athletes at the event. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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BASKIN’S WEEKENDS 
 

 

SAT. AUG. 3 TO MON AUG. 5 
AUG. 3 TAKE PART IN THE 

ODD COUPLE RACE 
 

 

SAT. AUG. 31 TO MON. SEP. 2 
AUG. 31 TAKE PART IN THE 

ARMITAGE RACE 
 

 

AFTER BOTH RACES 

HEADTO THE BEACH FOR THE  

BASKIN’S WEEKEND FUN 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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