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Britannia Boat House/Boating Club  

A Sailing and Social History 1895 to 1918 

Forward 

Britannia’s fine Clubhouse on the Pier was lost to a fire on August 26, 1918, just a few months 

before the Armistice was to be signed in railway car on November 11
th

 marking the end of WWI.  

As one wanders around our current clubhouse and views the photos of our lost, destroyed 

clubhouse, and the steamers that plied the Ottawa River, it seems difficult to put them into a 

contemporary context.   The historic photos raise questions; how did we get our current Club?  If 

we already had one clubhouse why did we need another?   How did we manage to pay for two, 

especially that huge one on the pier?   Who were the people that came by our Club and sailed on 

those steamers?  What happened to these vessels?  Why do we have a race to Queen’s Park, 

when there is not much there?  There are rumours of the massive aquatic battles that took place 

in front of the Club.  Did they really happen?    

Picking an end time period for this piece was straightforward enough, this year being the 

centennial of the end of WWI, but where to begin?   Since this piece focuses on club activities, 

1895 seemed to make sense as a start date as it coincides with the construction of our current 

clubhouse.  The Britannia Nautica Club had been founded nine years previously and had been 

renamed the Britannia Boat House Club on December 28, 1894 to signify its construction.    

The period from 1895 to 1914 was a time of extraordinary prosperity.  We grew our membership 

some 17 fold and developed a full range of water sports activities which were routinely displayed 

to bleacher-filled audiences at our new clubhouse on the pier. Then, the War Years caught our 

Club in a pincer movement; that saw 500 of our young men go off to war, and a fire that 

destroyed our new clubhouse and with it, our financial underpinnings.  Britannia paid a heavy 

price and by War’s end our fatality rate in our Sailing Division was twice the Canadian average.   

I am not the first, nor the last person to become intrigued with Britannia’s history and try to 

understand the way we were.  Ed Miall left us a wonderful memoir of his 50 years of cruising on 

the River.  E.G. Blackadar compiled a lovely scrapbook recording a mixture of early 1900s 

sailing information on Lake Deschenes.  Don Kirby wrote a detailed “Historical Sketch” of the 

Club to commemorate Canada’s Centennial in 1967.  Other members have written about our 

Club;  John Perdue, Eva Taylor, Jean Spear and John Grover.  All their lives were closer to the 

subject time period and thus they wrote with a crispness of proximity that I cannot achieve. 

Consequently I have quoted their writings directly.  I hope they don’t mind.  

The archives of our Club’s earliest times contain a patchwork of newspaper clippings, personal 

memories, photos and an assortment of cancelled bank cheques, posters and membership lists.   

Looking through this hodgepodge of gems reveals that, in many ways, we were interested in the 

same things we are today, the racing rules and results, and the upcoming social events at the 

Club.  Yet, many details are just missing.  In an effort to reconstruct what club life was like 
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during this 23 year period, I’ve tried to weave together the material we have, with relevant 

writings that are available on the internet.  Thankfully, I was also able to use newspapers.com, to 

word search articles and draw out the history of our Club of which would have been impossible 

for our previous historians.  

My goal is to pry open the history’s door and give a sense of what life was like for Britannia’s 

members a century ago.  Readers may criticize it from straying away from the Club and into 

what seems like unrelated subjects, such as the development of Ottawa’s Street Car System, the 

River Steamers, and the Electric Amusement Parks.  They are absolutely correct, but yet these 

commercial developments, like the Great War itself, were not just topics of conversation, but 

factors that directly affected the development of our Club in the early 1900s.  

In an effort to try and paint a complete a picture, I have not erred on the side of reader boredom, 

and have included a fair amount of research information to try and give the most complete tale as 

possible - in a way that is hopefully interesting.  The reader will be the judge if I have been 

successful. 

Thus be prepared for a fairly long read - over 10 chapters.  Feel free to skip those chapters that 

may not be of interest, but those who do read through this history will gain a better appreciation 

of our Cruising Ground and the heritage of our Club.   

           Rory Harley 

           October 2018
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      Chapter 1 

First Cruise: 1902 

Let’s start this history from a memoire written by Ed Miall.  Ed sailed five boats during his time 

on the River from 1893 to 1952.  Most of his boats were named ‘Delta’ after his fraternity in 

Toronto.  Ed was a law student at the time of this story.  

First cruise  

“Knocking around the lake had definite limitations for us and the moment my crew Cliff’s two-

week holidays came, if we could we took off up-river.  The starting day was about all you could 

ask of it, sunny with a moderate breeze, as we dropped moorings at Aylmer.  As we passed the 

little island (Aylmer) we paid off for Armitage‘s and so brought the breeze over the port quarter. 

Having reached the eastern end of Constance Bay about noon we broke into the grub for a cold 

lunch:  here we initiated a practice that pretty well persisted during our boat days save when at 

mooring or at anchor; dividing and lay-out and leaving it to the individual to eat when he wished; 

Cliff’s mother had sent us off with a green–icing layered cake and had the lad laid my half to 

starboard on the stern sheets while he had his lunch.  To the west of the Bay a sandy beach 

extends for about a mile at the end and comes a turn into Buckham’s Bay, a narrow inlet running 

easterly for perhaps a mile, the other bank is rising sharply to the level of the farming land 

beyond. The river channel as it passes the sand beach is deep and to the west slips a more or less 

vertical rock – face crowned with reeds. Sand point light stands at the junction of the sand beach 

and the reeds. 

Running along a couple of hundred yards from shore we had reached a point opposite this rock 

formation when Cliff stood up to take over.  He noted a squall from the south-east making up 

fast; with the mizzen drawing it forced us around before we had fully passed the reef and by the 

time we had given in and headed up the bowsprit seemed buried in reeds. We dropped sail and 

put in three reefs without loss of time and bore away on our old course. 

The River narrows very sharply west of Buckham’s Bay with a consequent strong current.  By 

the time we were half-way across the Bay the breeze coming out of Buckham‘s had whipped up 

some fairish waves.  Three of these breaking in succession on our port quarter first dampened my 

share of the green icing cake, the second broke it up, and the third washed the crumbs into the 

bilge.  

The blow was short lived and by the time we reached the Narrows we were soon taking out the 

reefs.  Here we were at Crown Point
1
, so called (within my memory) from a clump of white birch 

growing and showing in the shape of a crown.  Just beyond me was an old hostelry, then unused 

                                                           
1
 There are two theories about how Crown Point got its name.  The first as described by Ed, and the second where 

the Duke of Richmond went ashore to stay at an Inn there, where he was bitten by a rabid fox and met his demise 

several weeks later. 
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and starting its decay – window frames were still in place and, I think some panes.  The port-of-

call wharf was not in too bad shape.  

Quyon, our final destination, was reached without incident and we nestled down with a harbour -

stew for supper and our first night aboard together.”  

 

Delta 

‘Delta’ was a 30ft. open double-ender gaff rigged yawl, with a steel plate centerboard.  She had 

an open cockpit, and kept a small stove under the foredeck. Ed covered his cockpit with a cabin 

tent under his main boom supported by stove-pipe wire and turnbuckles.  He then hung twin 

canvas hammocks, one on each side of his centerboard.   

 

  Delta with G.B. Greene in background, Note the embarking passengers and the cockpit tent. 
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Don Kirby wrote in his Historical Sketch; “it would be remiss if some reference were not made 

to an accident that occurred on the lake during the summer of 1895.  We all know the Miall 

award for junior members who show improvement in their ability, and the incident referred to as 

to have affected the late Edward Miall, the originator of the award.  He, along with three brothers 

named Brophy set out for a sail from Blueberry point and when they had reached a point about 

two-thirds of the distance from the Ontario shore they were caught in a squall and the boat 

capsized.  Edward Miall was saved by a man fishing nearby, but the three Brophy boys were 

drowned. Edward Miall always said this was the main reason why he stressed all-round 

proficiency among juniors – in the hope of preventing any such tragedy in the future.”   

Clifford Moon, Ed’s crew was five years junior to Ed.  Cliff  had just gotten home from “some 

eighteen months at sea as an apprentice of a four-masted sailing barque before joining Ed on this 

cruise.  Cliff remained a long time member of Britannia.   

We shall hear more of Ed’s exploits later on.   
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Chapter 2  

1895 to 1902 

How We Got Our Current Clubhouse  

According to Don Kirby’s Historical Sketch; “The Britannia Nautical Club was such a success 

that on the 15
th

 September 1894 the members held a meeting and decided to build a club-house.  

The project was proceeded with in a very spirited manner and Mr. E. L. Horwood, one of 

Ottawa’s leading architects, was retained to design the building.  Mr. J.R. Booth, the lumber 

baron of the Ottawa Valley, made the site available.”   

December 28
th

, 1895 Ottawa Evening Journal 

Judge Ross granted an order today for the incorporation of the “Britannia Boat House Club” with 

Thos. H. Kirby, Jackson Booth, E.L. Brittain, Arthur Tache, and Wm.Wyld as the first Directors.    

According to Don Kirby this name was used, “because it was intended that the Club should be a 

community centre for the thriving village of Britannia.”   

John Grover wrote; “Because the new headquarters was a community centre as well as a boat 

house the name was changed to the ‘Britannia Boat House Club’”.   The terms ‘Brits’ or 

occasionally ‘Britannians’, was used to describe our members, particularly in the many reported 

rowing and paddling competitions. 

June 13
th

 1896 Ottawa Evening Journal   

“The pride of Britannia, the new and commodious Boathouse which has just been completed was 

given its social baptism last evening.  Henceforth its doors will stand open to Ottawa people and 

at least once a week devotees of terpsichore
2
 will trip the light fantastic to the merry jingle of 

stringed instruments. 

Snugly situated on a pretty point of vantage overlooking the bay, the new Boathouse is large 

enough to provide accommodation for almost any type of craft. The second floor has been fixed 

for the purpose of social enjoyments, which play a great part in the lives of those who spend the 

summer at Britannia. A wide veranda overlooking the stretch of water was designed for the 

beauty it affords.  A special train, last evening conveyed several hundred Citizens of Ottawa to 

the concert and hop, the first of many that will be held in the new boathouse. A great many went 

by wheel, including a large number of the Ottawa Bicycle Club, while others drove, the result the 

large hall was crowded.”  

The Concert programme was brief, a mere prelude to the dance to follow, but of much merit.  

Mr. Wyld, the President
3
 of the Boat Club, occupied the chair, and gave a brief history of the 

new Club House.  He said it was always the desire of the residents of Britannia to have such a 

                                                           
2
 Terpsichore : means ‘delight in dancing’ and was one of the nine muses and goddess of dance and chorus in Greek 

mythology. 
3
 The Club was then an incorporated company and hence its head was a President rather than the current 

Commodore’s position. 
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building, but for many years no one had the courage to get the ball rolling.  Last fall, however, a 

number of young men set to work and with the indomitable plunk and perseverance and only 

$80.00 as a basis of operations, managed to bring about this highly successful result. The 

building committee he said, deserved the thanks of everyone, especially Messrs. Brittain and 

Tache, who had worked with particular energy.  Mr. Wyld extended the thanks of the Club to 

Mr. J.R. Booth for the free gift of a site.  The conclusion of his remarks were greeted with 

applause”  

 

Note the marine railway at the end of Cassels St. and the size of the logs making up the seawall.   

July 7
th

, 1899 Ottawa Evening Journal 

“For years Britannia-on-the-Bay has been the most popular and largely patronized of all the 

Capital’s number of resorts. 

The Ottawa River swells out into a lake several miles long and three miles wide, and at the lower 

end of the lake, just where it once more narrows into a river, beside the foaming rapids, is 

situated the village. Three quarters of those who summer at Britannia are gentlemen employed 

by the Dominion Government.  This is primarily because the location is well suited to Civil 

Servants and partially because one has gone and spoken about the charm of the place, and in that 

way brought others. 

There are over a hundred cottages in the village, mostly scattered amongst the trees of the lake 

shore. 
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Pleasures of the Bay – The centre of attraction are the Britannia Boat House Club.  Almost every 

family summering in the village either owns a canoe or a yacht.  Evenings and week-ends are 

spent on the bay. 

Swimming Fine - The Journal reporter visited it and had a great swim. There is fine sandy 

bottom for beginners, and out a little further is deeper water.  While the majority of residents live 

in their cottages, there are few gentlemen who occupy tents near the lake shore, in fact there is a 

colony of about 12 tents, and before the season ends there will be more… 

The Train Service – is very satisfactory.  The C.P.R runs trains to suit the convenience of men 

with varying hours. One can get into the city as early as 6 A.M. and should he be detained in the 

city so as to miss the half dozen other trains running out he may get a train as late as half past ten 

in the evening.  The company issues special tickets, so the expense of coming in and out the 7 

miles, is not so heavy. 

The Canal Work – The Metropolitan Company’s works and power canal are vigorously pushed 

just now.  The houses for the men are just on the edge of the village. There are about 175 men 

employed.”   

1900 Britannia Boat House Club Year Book and Annual Report   

The Club in those days issued a Year Book with its Annual Report  
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Note: the boats moored in front of the Club, and the large mooring barrel, with ‘Whiskers’, our 

war canoe behind, and the forerunner of our breakwater 

“The Clubhouse is situated on Lake Deschenes, within five miles of Ottawa City, and the 

terminus of the Ottawa Electric railway. The facilities for canoeing, boating and sailing are 

unequalled. 

The concert hall and reading room over the boat house is the best of any club house in the 

locality, and the balconies afford excellent views of the lake and rapids. 

Membership application forms and further information may be obtained from - 

E. R. McNeill. Hon. Sec,” 

April 3 1900:  The Fourth Annual Report of the Secretary of the Britannia Boat House 

Club 

Presented at the Annual Meeting 

“Gentlemen,-  

I have the honor to present the Fourth Annual report of the Britannia Boat House Club. 

The Season opened about the middle of April and a caretaker was in charge of the club from 

May 1st until the 1
st
 of October. 

The formal opening of the Club house took place on 15
th

 of June and, as on previous occasions, 

was a decided success; on account of the weather it was impossible however to carry out the 

program of fireworks which had been arranged for, but on the evening of July 6
th

 a hop was 

given and the programme of fireworks was given to the satisfaction of all present.  

The member ship of the Club is, I regret to say slightly smaller last year, no doubt owing to the 

poor train service from the city but with the electric cars we should double our membership and 
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build up one of the strongest clubs in Canada.  Our present membership is 52 resident
4
, 54 non-

resident and 15 honorary members
5
. 

The financial condition of the Club is most satisfactory. We began the year with a balance of 

$27.52 and after paying all accounts purchasing a new racing canoe for the hours we are still able 

to report a balance of $16.95 on hand and an excess of Assets over Liabilities of $586.05…..  

 

E. L Brittain’s share certificate in the Club    

                                                           
4
 ‘Residents’ lived in Britannia Village fee was $3.00, while ‘non–residents’ fee was $2.00    

 
5
 This was the fourth annual report since the Club was incorporated as the Britannia Boat House Club; the Club was 

actually 18 years old at the time. 
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July 3rd 1900 Ottawa Evening Journal 

“Work on the important Canal and breakwater improvements of the Metropolitan Electric 

Company and the Park and other improvements of the Ottawa Electric Ry., see this season rather 

to the disadvantage of Britannia as a summer resort.  Although the houses are about all occupied 

and most of the families property in the old Bay village are to be found at home as usual. There 

is a disposition on the part of the casual visitor to give the place the go-by under present 

circumstances.  Few if any campers will be there this season. They will get no quarter for their 

canvas. The island is denuded of its trees and its foliage and groves to the south occupied by 

workmen and their tools, and therefore the woods will be avoided.  
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Thus Britannia as an attractive summer resort will suffer in a measure this season, while the 

important improvements made must in the future trend to build up and popularize a retreat so 

contiguous to the city and having such natural and artificial attractions….”  

John Perdue in his memoir noted; “During the 1890s a power project known as the Metropolitan 

Power Canal was commenced where our harbour now stands. This project was ill fated and the 

Company had to cease operating before the canal was completed.  Their bad luck, many years 

later, became our good luck and the abandoned canal is now our splendid harbour.”   Although 

we wouldn’t have access to a harbour for years to come, the excavated fill was used to build the 

initial component of the Britannia pier, which presumably gave Mr. Ahern, the President of the 

Ottawa Electric Railway the vision to commercialize Britannia Park.  

 

While the Boat House Club was gaining in popularity, the prospect for development of Britannia 

Beach had caught the eye of commercial interests.  An essay provides additional context to the 

development of Britannia Park:   

“Sensing its potential as a summer park the Ottawa Electric Railway extended out of the city a 

double track line to the bay, making its trial run with a party of reporters on April 1900. Next 

year it built a pier out into the lake, with clubhouse and dancing pavilion and an auditorium at its 

park. An old river steamer the G B Greene was converted into a palatial excursion craft. It was 

used on moonlight runs to the upper reaches of Lac Deschenes, with dancing on deck to the 



14 
 

music of Valentine’s orchestra.  Or if you missed the G B Greene there was the theatre under the 

stars with sultry Roma Reade
6
 emoting the “Walls of Jericho

7
”.   

 

July 11th, 1903 The Ottawa Journal 

“Britannia Still Very popular - Mr. Wm. Robert has a beautiful new steam launch. 

Again every second evening or so the Railway Co provides a band Concert and less fortunate 

people from the city come out to get the air and look at the lake.  Crowds come out whether there 

is a band or not, and they are always repaid for their trip …” 

  

                                                           
6
 Roma Reade was a woman who owned her own acting troop and which played at theatres in Eastern Canada and 

the US.   
7
 A review of the ‘Walls of Jericho’ said it was a “play founded on the weakness of society and many things said are 

to a certain extent ‘risqué,’ but the brilliancy of the lines prevents it from exceeding good taste.…. Its story is one of 

virility and, and its appeal to humanity is irresistible.”  It would have been a tough choice whether on a warm 

summer night to go see that play or take a steamer ride. 
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July 25
th

 1903 The Journal 

“….. Britannia is becoming important as a place. This week a long distance telephone was 

installed in the store ……Now if the visitors get left after the last car has gone, they can 

telephone into the city for a cab and possibly get home before daylight” 

September 5
th

 1903 Evening Journal: 

…..“But as to Britannia proper, it may be said that prosperity is evident all around.  That 

unsightly canal is still a yawing abyss but the village grows and will grow” …..    

 

 

Likely taken in front of the ‘cliff’, the site of the current Fuller homes   

June 19
th

, 1904 The Journal  

“BRITS FIRST DANCE 

The Britannia Canoe quarters looked pretty last evening when the Brits entertained over 300 

guests at their opening Concert and Hop.  A spice of excitement was added to the entertainment 
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by the upsetting of the War Canoe. Valentine’s orchestra provided excellent music and the 

following contributed to the Musical Programme……”    

 

A Dance schedule from the era 
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Chapter 3  

Street Cars, Electric Parks and Our ‘New’ Clubhouse on the Pier  

1897 to 1907  

Electricity, Street Cars, Amusement Parks 

To comprehend how Britannia, a club still in its infancy, managed to get an even newer and 

more elaborate Clubhouse - just six years after our current Clubhouse was built,  it helps to 

understand the commercial developments taking place the turn of the last century.  Although 

common enough now, the Ottawa and Hull were then newly being electrified, and which in turn 

led to a street car system, people having mobility, and the development of the ‘electric’ 

Amusement parks.   

The following explanation of this connection comes mostly from the Ottawa Matters Website, 

Britannia-on-the- Bay:  

“During the late nineteenth century, electricity was the big new invention that was transforming 

peoples’ lives. Within a short span of years, electric lights replaced gas lamps in homes, in 

businesses and on city streets in the major cities of North America. Horse-drawn public 

transportation was also retired in favour of electric streetcars, also known as trolleys. But while 

the fast and comfortable trolleys were very popular on weekdays and on Saturday mornings 

transporting commuters from the suburbs to downtown offices, streetcar companies found their 

vehicles underused on Saturday afternoons and Sundays. What to do? The answer was to 

increase weekend ridership by giving people someplace to go and something to do on their time 

off.  Spurred by the success of Coney Island in New York City, transit companies in many major 

North American cities built amusement parks, colloquially known as “electric parks.” 

Constructed at the end of a streetcar line, these parks attracted thousands of working class men, 

women and children seeking weekend fun and excitement.  Of course, people had to buy a 

streetcar ticket to get there; the days of the automobile were still in the future. 

Queens’ Park – The Competition  

Across the Ottawa River two miles west of Aylmer, the Hull-Aylmer Electric Railway Company 

opened “Queen’s Park,” in May 1897, again named in honour of Queen Victoria, at the western 

terminus of its line. Among the attractions at this park, located on Lac Deschênes (a widening in 

the Ottawa River rather than an actual lake), there was a merry-go-round, a water chute and a 

“mystic maze.” 
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Queen’s Park Merry Go-Round 

 

The Shoot-the-Chutes in operation - with one car just hitting the water and  

another being raised up the track on the left. 
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The ride cars or boats appear to hold 4 to 6 people. 
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Britannia’s Electric Park Response   

To compete with the Queen’s Park development in Quebec, the OERC acquired eighteen acres 

of land in the little summer cottage community of Britannia Village to the west of Ottawa. There, 

it established in 1900 an amusement park, with swimming and boating facilities on the Ontario 

side of Lac Deschênes, with a purpose-built tramline linking the new park to downtown Ottawa. 

Appropriately, it was called the Britannia line. Thomas Ahearn gave journalists a sneak preview 

of the new line in mid-January 1900. Although the rails had been laid all the way to Britannia 

Village, at that date the electric lines only went as far as Richmond Road. But the tramline was 

completed in time for its official opening at 6am on the Queen’s Birthday holiday on 24 May 

1900.  From the post office at the corner of Sparks and Elgin Streets to Britannia-on-the-Bay 

tram stop took just twenty-eight minutes, much of which was through the city. The trip from 

Holland Avenue, the previous end of the line, to Britannia-on-the Bay, with stops at Westboro, 

Barry’s Wharf and Baker’s Bush, took only eight minutes. The cost for the trip from downtown 

was initially set at 10 cents  - the usual five cent fare plus another five cents to travel on the 

newly completed Britannia line. The five-cent supplement was later dropped. 

 

 

Early street cars at Britannia; Note the open ‘air conditioned’ car below 
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In and of itself, the trip to Britannia-on-the-Bay was an exciting adventure for Ottawa citizens at 

the dawn of the twentieth century. Carried in specially-made carriages, trolley goers were taken 

along rails that ran close to the south side of Richmond Road except for the last mile or so where 

they crossed Richmond Road to head into Britannia. After leaving the city, which essentially 

ended at Preston Street, people journeyed through fields of grain and cow pastures, past fine 

homes and shoreline cottages before reaching their destination.  A journalist on the initial 

January test run said there was a number of long grades with several sharp turns that give the 

route “a rolling appearance” which will “add zest,” since “pleasure-seeking humanity likes a 

spice of danger with its bit of fun.” He added that between Hintonburg and Britannia, there were 

a number of lovely spots. 

 

On reaching Britannia-on-the-Bay, riders crossed to the park, its beach and a long pier via a high 

footbridge, built at a cost of $1,500 by the OERC, which went over the Canadian Pacific 

Railway (CPR) tracks that ran north of the tramline.  The footbridge allowed visitors to the park 

to avoid any danger of being hit by passing trains.  On the other side were picnic gardens, 

concession stands as well as bathing and boating facilities on a thirty-foot wide pier that 

extended 1,050 feet into Lac Deschênes.  The pier was built of wood with a stone base, using 

material excavated by the Metropolitan Power Company in an earlier failed attempt to build a 

canal and hydroelectric generating station at Britannia.  Lit by electric lights at night, the pier 

was furnished with seating that ran along its length, perfect for visitors to sit and enjoy the sights, 

listen to band concerts, and to watch the promenading crowds. At the end of the pier was a 

perpendicular, two hundred foot long breakwater that protected moorings for boats.  At the land 

end, two octagonal pavilions were erected at a cost of $2,500, housing a restaurant, changing 

rooms and bathrooms, a ladies’ parlour and sitting rooms.” 

 

Initial Construction of the Pier, with electrification underway 
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A postcard of Britannia Pier likely taken from 3rd floor of Britannia Boating Club 

Activities in the Park 

A nostalgic article in the Citizen in 1964 recounted that at Britannia; “… On a sheet stretched 

across the pier entrance the open-air audience was enthralled by the magic of Thomas Edison’s 

Vitascope showing the naked Zulu sticking spears in the hippopotami or piling teakwood on the 
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Irrawaddy; and the Taj Mahal at sunset.  Later with the advent of the first motion pictures you 

could watch such thrillers as the “Great Train Robbery””. 

What we know of How Britannia Got our ‘New’ Clubhouse on the Pier  

The Clubs 1902 Annual General Meeting provides an insight of the rationale and approach used 

to gain our clubhouse on the pier. 

The Ottawa Citizen – April 3 1902  

“Paddlers Expensive 

“Your paddlers, while placing the name of the club in the front ranks of the various regattas and 

meets, are found to be a tax on the club, and it is suggested that for the coming season a racing 

committee be appointed which will look after the finances and arrange for the sending of 

representatives to the different meets. 

Your directors a few months ago approached the Ottawa Electric Railway Company with a view 

to having a boathouse, for the accommodation of boats, built at the end of the Ottawa Electric 

pier, and have also applied for the privilege of renting boats which, if agreeable to the company, 

should be a good source of revenue to us.  The plan of the boathouse required has been submitted 

and we are able to say that we have received considerable encouragement from the company, and 

expect in a few days to have their final decision.   This move while assisting the Club will be of 

great advantage to the railway company as the interest taken in rowing and paddling will be 

centered on their property pier.”    

From Don Kirby’s Historical Sketch; “In 1904 the Annual Regatta of the Northern division of 

the Canadian Canoe Association was held at Britannia and that year the new Clubhouse was well 

on its way to completion.   The new Clubhouse was owned by the Electric Company but leased 

to our Club” - perhaps the only arrangement that could have made a second Clubhouse possible.  

A Financial Statement for the period shows we paid an annual rent of $650. This was reported to 

be a $30,000 building, so the annual rent was some 2% of building value.  

Unfortunately neither our Archives, nor the papers of the day give any insight into how the deal 

was proposed and accepted for the OER to build our ‘new’ and expensive clubhouse at the end 

of the pier.  We can only surmise that the Board members of the day were well enough 

connected and managed to convince Thomas Ahern to foot the bill for our new clubhouse.  It 

probably made sense - all the excursionists that were heading out to Britannia needed 

entertainment - and as we will see in subsequent chapters, our Club rose to the challenge.     

While perhaps Ahern and the others didn’t work through what we would call today a thorough 

‘risk assessment’ on our new Clubhouse’s business case, clearly it must have been presented as a 

worthwhile undertaking.  As we will see the business model worked splendidly from 1907 when 

the coming of War in 1914 changed everything.  
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Ottawa Journal - January 29   1906   

An Artists impression and write-up before completion.  
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April 4
th

 1906 Ottawa Journal head line   

‘TO TAKE OVER CLUB HOUSE 

Britannia Boat House Annual 

Splendid record For Past season Largely Attended Meeting’ 

The Club’s Annual General Meeting was held the previous evening.  The article stated; “That the 

last season was a success in every way with the Britannia Boat House Club was evident from the 

reports of the honorary treasurer at the annual meeting at the Ottawa Amateur Athletic Club 

gymnasium last night….  Nearly fifty members attended the greatest possible interest was 

manifested in every detail of business.… 

The reports presented were a very satisfactory statement from the honorary treasurer showing a 

substantial balance of over $100 on hand.  It showed $242 received from the resident and non-

resident membership fees of $131.69 as proceeds of regattas, and $69 proceeds of concert. The 

war canoe expenses were $141….. 

The arrangements to take over the new club house on Britannia pier, were ratified and the 

splendid building, will be occupied about the middle of next month….” 

 

 

Unfortunately, it didn’t quite turn out that way…  
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A woman apparently in an early wheel chair 

 

April 20
th

 1906 the Ottawa Journal 

 

The ice damage to the new clubhouse seems to have been one of the most photographed events 

of that April.   The following photos likely taken the same, or the following day with the 
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weekend crowd taking the street cars out to Britannia and checking out the damage firsthand - 

having been prompted by reading the Saturday morning newspaper reports.  
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Photo showing the back of the Club, likely taken shortly after the ice breakup in April 1906.  

Note: the logs and/or torn out pilings, and residual ice in the water. No doubt the members     

heeded the newspapers advice and are seen moving boats to prevent further damage in case of 

total collapse. 

Mr. Ahern, by now must have been having some doubts about taking on the construction of our 

Clubhouse at this time.  No record could be found if the damage was insured, or Ahern had to 

make the repairs out-of-pocket. 

 

Photo from a Montreal paper.  Given this photo’s date of sept 22 1906, the repair work to the 

breakwater and the Club proceeded well that summer.  
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Don Kirby continued;  

“However, the Club soon recovered from its setbacks.  The membership at this time was about 

350 and grew very rapidly until Britannia Boating Club boasted one of the largest memberships 

of any aquatic club in Canada.  

The Club-house on the Britannia Pier which was the headquarters for all Club activity, was a 

very fine building with a steel frame on a foundation of wooden piles driven into the river 

bottom silt.  The lower floor was set a few inches above high normal water and was the full size 

of the building, which was about 90 feet square.  In front of the lower floor there was a wide 

platform extending across the full width of the building and attached to this was a ramp leading 

to a floating dock. The south third of the lower floor was used as storage for the racing canoes 

and the centre third for storage of rowing shells and working shells. The rest of the lower area 

was used for storage for the pleasure boats and members lockers.  There were also dressing 

rooms. 

The second level of the Clubhouse consisted of a wide verandah on the four sides, with small 

decorative cupolas at the four corners.  Inside was a dance floor which must have been about 70 

feet square and the walls were almost all glass doors which made the dance area very bright.  

There was a small dais for an orchestra at the north end with the stairs to the third floor which 

was much smaller and was used for various purposes, including training quarters for the paddlers 

and oarsmen.  The fourth floor was used entirely for storage. Over this there was a small tower 

with a door leading to the tower roof.  Before the Clubhouse was wrecked by ice there was a 

strong searchlight installed on the tower roof to be used in case of accidents on the Lake.  This 

was later changed to an animated floral design made up of electric lights controlled by a master 

revolving switch”. 

 



32 
 

New Clubhouse Interior  

Shown below is the only known interior photo of the ‘new’ Clubhouse on the Pier looking into 

its southwest corner. 

 

Observations: 

The room is well lit as described by Don Kirby, and according to the clock on the south wall the 

photo was taken 11:40 a.m.   The set of stairs and the ‘small dais’ for orchestras to play on can 

be seen at the right corner of the photo with a set of stairs running up to the 3rd floor behind 
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Also note that; - Chairs sit along the walls. - The steel beam construction can be seen supporting 

the wooden floor joists laid on top of the steel beams.  A gusset can be seen to be riveted 

between the two steel channels to make up the complete ‘I’ beam steel joists.  

-  Decorated supporting members set at 45 degrees are attached to the gussets and run to the 

vertical steel columns. 

-  A set of 4 electric lights can be seen at the centre of each ‘square’ of the steel floor joists. 

-  Note the two mirrors, one in the corner and a full-length one on the west wall - presumably for 

analyzing dance moves.  

-  Chinese lanterns hang from the ceiling. 

-  The hanging flags include the Union Jack, the Red Ensign, the White Ensign, Royal Naval flag 

and others? 

Also note hanging on the wall on the southwest corner west wall is a very similar logo to the one 

trade-marked below by the Britannia Boat House Club in 1906.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transformation and a Name Change To the Britannia Boating Club 

John Glover wrote in his ‘Historical Highlights’; “The Club settled into its new premises in 1907 

with another change of name, this time to the Britannia Boating Club, although the name was not 

formally incorporated until many years later.   The Club Burgee design had been registered in 

1906 and remains unchanged today”.  

The Journal even reported on our new flag; “The Club Burgee is a triangular flag 22 inches long 

and 12 inches wide, the margins of which are royal purple, one quarter the width of the widest 

part of the flag, and the centre is white with the letter B in purple in the middle near the staff.” 
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Why the name was not legally changed from the Britannia Boat House Club to the Britannia 

Boating Club until the 1920s remains a mystery.    

Regardless of our name, the new clubhouse placed our Club in a completely new league.  It was 

truly remarkable that we had, at the time, an Executive with the vision and the means, to 

orchestrate the building of such a magnificent facility.  In subsequent chapters we’ll see the 

equally remarkable story unfold of how Britannia capitalized on our new clubhouse, and become 

not just a major club, but a highly developed multi-sport competitive centre and an aquatic 

entertainment destination for thousands of excursionists.  
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Chapter 4 

The Steamers, the Excursions and the Log-Booms 

The Steamers  

While the Ottawa Electric Railway Company may have been the impetus in the growth of our 

Club at the end of the Pier, another corporate entity, the Upper Ottawa Improvement Company 

(OIC) dominated the commercial operations on the Ottawa River with its Steamers running 

excursions and log boom operations throughout our cruising ground. 

The OIC was formed in April 1875, by an Act of Parliament to provide a single corporate entity 

to transport the logs from a number of harvesters from the Upper Ottawa River to various 

sawmills located in the Ottawa Area.  The Act gave the OIC a sweeping mandate and powers:  

“to have powers conferred on them, to save drifted or escaped timer, logs and lumber, and to 

secure the same for the rightful owners and to construct such dams, piers, and booms as may be 

necessary to accomplish their said object…and to acquire and hold all such booms, piers, 

vessels, boats matters and things as may be deemed by them necessary to use and employ in and 

about the salvage of timber, lumber and saw logs on the River Ottawa.”       

There were five vessels operating on our stretch of the river during this period, the Monitor, the 

Albert, the G.B. Greene, the Beatrice B., and the G.B. Pattee II.  These vessels were relatively 

big and fast. While sailors now have to contend with other small craft as potential hazards to 

navigation, then all pleasure boaters would have had to keep a look out and clear of these large 

working vessels and their log-boom rafts being towed. 

Monitor 

No known photo of the Monitor exits.  According to Ed Miall by 1903; “the Monitor, like an 

elephant reaching the end of its string,  had sought its well-earned rest in the family bone-yard in 

the shallows of Pontiac Bay and left the chores to the Albert and G. B. Greene.  

Albert  

The Albert was built in Aylmer in 1888 and hauled log booms for three decades.  She was a 

wood-fired paddle-wheeler, with a length of 140 ft. and a beam of more than 24 ft.  She was 

dismantled at Quyon in 1917.  
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Albert 

G.B. Pattee II 

The G.B. Pattee II was built in 1904 at Quyon, She was steel-hulled and used a coal-fired boiler 

to steam-drive a propeller.   The Pattee was converted by Tom Fuller to the Black Jack in 1952, 

and as such her displacement is still 60 tons and her registered tonnage 45.25 tons.  Before her 

conversion she was 52 ft. long.      

 

The G.B Pattee II 

Beatrice B 

The Beatrice B, provided what was called the ‘missing link’ that allowed excursionists to come 

to Queen’s Park or Britannia by streetcar, take a steamboat voyage to the other side of Lake 

Deschenes, and return to the city by streetcar.  The Beatrice B was privately owned by a Mr. 

T.G. Brigham and the lake crossing cost ten cents.   She was also likely a coal burning, propeller-

driven vessel.  
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Britannia Boat House with the Steamer Beatrice B alongside. Note that one can ‘see through’ 

the large windows of the clubhouse, the flag bunting and that our burgee is flying from the 

cupolas and a sailboat masthead. 

 

There is a newspaper report of the Beatrice B. working on the canal and of nearly being 

destroyed by debris falling on her from blasting from Nepean Point with the construction of the 

Interprovincial Bridge in 1900. 
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The steamer in the foreground is likely the Beatrice B off Nepean Point.  It is therefore likely she 

was transported across town and put into the excursion service between Britannia and Queens’ 

Park.    

G. B. Greene  

The G.B. Greene, known as the “Queen of the River” was 150 ft. long and had a hull speed of 

slightly less than 14 kts; she reportedly regularly steamed at 13kts.  Note the long steering-

pointer mounted on the bow of the Greene and her walking beams between the funnels that 

transferred power from her steam engines to the paddle wheels.  
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A fact sheet from the Ottawa Journal stated that the G. B. Greene was:  

Built at Quyon in 1896 she was a side-wheeler, steel-built, length about 150 feet; tonnage 350 

Passenger Capacity, 600 persons
8
/ Carried three life-boats and a number of floating benches. 

Reputed Cost of boat around $50,000 / Used for towing logs and excursions. 

Ran week-end and mid-week excursions, during July and August, to Chat’s Falls district.  

Principal means of transportation for hundreds of Ottawans to their summer homes at Berry’s, 

(near ‘Conspicuous Large Boulder’ chart marking near Pinheys’) Armitages’, Baskens’, 

MacLarens’, Quyon, Woodridge (across from Quyon on the Ontario side), and Fitzroy Harbour.  

The Greene’s slow, reciprocating steam engines did not have the noise or vibration of today’s 

internal combustion engines. Thus the only sound her passengers would have heard was the 

gushing sound of her large paddles in the river.  It must have been lovely and peaceful.  

Note the bracing that supported the lower deck so as to enable it to be extended outboard to be 

even with the beam of the paddle boxes.   The hooked pipes aft of the helm station were likely 

boiler vents and safety valve exhaust pipes.  Ed Miall’s also noted: “that each river steamer had 

at least one big bateau, for about four oars…. when towing it was frequently astern.” 

The Greene, at 150 ft., was nearly three times longer than the hull of the current Back Jack. 

 

Bow photo of the Greene  

The Excursions  

Don Kirby writes in his Historical sketch: “the good docking facilities afforded by the new pier 

resulted in the Upper Ottawa Improvement Company scheduling passenger trips by their river 

                                                           
8
 The Greene normally carried about 250 passengers 
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boats the Albert and the G.B. Greene.   The latter boat was the main passenger carrier for the 

lake for many years. 

In addition to the three trips to the Chats Falls (Fitzroy Harbour) each week, she also ran 

moonlight cruises on Thursday evenings during the summer season.  These were very popular 

with the young folk as the dance orchestra in attendance was a decided asset - also the decks 

were not too well lighted!”  

 

The G. B Greene alongside our Clubhouse 

The steamers not only caused thousands to walk past our ‘new’ Clubhouse, but also defined our 

cruising area with their many docking crib piers. 
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Queens’ Park Wharf showing the G.B. Greene alongside 

Several articles in the Journal gave a description of the Greene’s operations and a sense of her 

life on the river.  “The “G.B. Greene” began making the excursion trips to the beautiful and 

picturesque Chats Falls region in 1897, having been chartered by the Hull Electric Company.  

The trips to the bottom of the falls and to Fitzroy wharf were generally made when the high 

water prevailed…… 

According to an official estimate that was given to the Journal some time ago, between five and 

six thousand persons took in the Chats Falls trip during July and August of each year.          

The G.B. Greene made passenger trips three days a week.  Each Saturday she ran an excursion 

leaving Britannia pier at 2:15 p.m. when she was usually crowded to comfortable capacity.  On 

the trips many people who have summer cottages along the river went up for the weekend as the 

boat called at points between Britannia and Fitzroy Harbour.  Upon her return to Britannia 

Saturday evening, she left again for up the river at 8:30 p.m. going as far as Quyon.  On Monday 

morning the Green left Fitzroy Harbour at 6:16 a.m. arriving at Britannia about 9:30 a.m. 

bringing down those who spent the weekend along the river.  Leaving Britannia at 10 a.m. 

Monday she did not return until Wednesday, when she ran all-day excursions, stopping two to 

three hours at Fitzroy Harbour and giving picnic parties an opportunity to spend some time 

ashore.   

On days when not carrying passengers and excursionists the G. B. Greene towed logs down the 

river to the head of the Deschenes rapids.”   
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Hazards to Navigation and Accidents  

The Ottawa Journal - August 14, 1906  

“The Beatrice B. Is Disabled, 

Struck a rock near Aylmer wharf yesterday.  May be out of commission all year. 

The steamer Beatrice B. yesterday while going into the wharf at Aylmer struck her wheel upon a 

boulder under the water.  Considerable damage was done to her shaft and wheel by the collision 

and the steamer may be out of commission all season. 

The bottom of Lake Deschenes is composed to a large extent of boulders and gravel and is a 

continuing source of danger to the large boats.  It is pointed out that, although traffic is steadily 

increasing, no dredge is providing a course for it.  The big machines are working on Lake 

Nipissing, Lake Temiskaming, and the Lower Ottawa, but Lake Deschenes is being ignored.”  

However, it seems the hazards were not all natural, as per the headline below; 

The Ottawa Journal - July 7 1911 

“Wharf at Aylmer (Queen’s Park) Broke: One Dead, Several Hurt 

…The Collapse 

“The collapse of the pier was as sudden as it was terrible. About two hundred members of the 

Anglican churches at Fitzroy and Torbolton who had spent the day in picnicking at the park, 

were about to board the steamer  G.B. Greene that was to carry them back to their homes.  Just as 

the Steamer gave the whistle that denoted to the crowd that the start was about to be made there 

was a sudden rush to gain admittance to the steamer. 

Suddenly there was a sound as of the crash of rending timbers.  The people turned in almost 

frantic dismay as apparently realizing that the pier was about to collapse and that they were in 

imminent danger. A mad rush for safety was made but even then it was too late. With a dull thud 

and a splash the centre of the end of the pier went down into the water carrying with it about 30 

weeping women and children and struggling men.  Immediately there ensued flight for safety, 

men even pushing women aside totally oblivious to even the cries of the little children and 

furiously fought for their own safety…”    
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The Greene picking up passengers. She is very crowded on a rainy day with  

the passengers’ umbrellas up. One can understand how the pier collapsed 

with such concentration of a crowd trying to board.   

 

 

The Greene at Queen’s Park Wharf with Aylmer Island in the background.  

Navigating the G. B. Greene to Fitzroy   

Few displacement boats now dare to pass Alexandra Island and travel into Fitzroy Harbour.  It 

therefore must have been quite an effort to navigate the Greene to get the excursionists to Chats 

Falls.  An Ottawa Journal article describes how this was accomplished:  
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Chats Falls circa 1900, photo likely taken from Upper Mohr Island 

 

“Captain Noel (Her First Captain ) so it is said as only able to get to the “Horseshoe” (back of 

Upper Moore Island ) which is the first island right inside the Quyon boom.  The trip in those 

days was about a mile shorter since Captain Jack Chartier has been operating the “Greene” as the 

boat for many summers has been making the full trips into Fitzroy. 
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The “Hidden Channel” 

To genial Captain Jack Chartier fell the honour and distinction of lengthening the trip of the boat, 

in as much as before he took over command of its operation it was claimed there was no channel 

and not sufficient water to let the “Greene” pass through in safety. 

Captain Chartier after four days of exploration found what is known as the “Hidden Channel” or 

“Devils Strip”. This particular strip lies about midway between Woodridge and Fitzroy and is 

unanimously conceded to be the most dangerous of the whole passage of the whole Chats Falls 

trip. 

The course the Greene took going up to the Falls is a narrow, crooked one, and at some places 

the water is from sixty to one hundred feet in depth, the current very rapid and at other spots the 

water is much shallower.   

Few of the thousands of Ottawans and others who have taken the Chats Falls trip have been 

aware of the dangerous strip of water that was being navigated when the “G.B.Greene” passed 

through the “Devils Strip”.  The formation of the river bed at this point is all rock and there are 

many jagged reefs.  Never once did disaster attend Chartier’s navigation of the “Hidden 

Channel”. 

No Chart Exists 

On several occasions the “Greene” has been unable to make the Fitzroy wharf on account of the 

fog and smoke from bush fires, and the heavy morning mists from the falls, which blot out the 

land marks, the location of which from the deck of the “Greene” ensured the safest of the course. 

There is no chart of the “Hidden Channel” and Captain Chartier would not for a good deal tell 

what his bearings or landmarks are to make the course. 

Through Captain Chartier’s discovery of the “Hidden channel” the picturesque beauty of the 

“Ragged Chute”, “White Horse Chutes,” and the timber slides on the Ontario shore near the 

Fitzroy wharf were made possible from the deck of the “Greene”, which in the past few years 

made the trip immensely in popularity.”  

The question remains; where exactly did the Greene discharge her passengers at Fitzroy?   

Fortunately Ed Miall in his memoire provides an answer to this riddle; “The Greene used to pull 

up on an island in front of Fitzroy and not far from the timer chute and the mouth of the 

Mississsipi - thence persons destined for the “Harbour” were removed by a ferry to a landing 

near where we were.  This was a contraption operated by a means of an underwater cable along 

which it was man handled.”   
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The route looks barely manageable, even with today’s chart and the comparatively small size of 

our boats, never mind a vessel the size of the Greene.  Chartier must must have developed a well 

rehearsed route and been an excellent ship handler to get her repeatedly into and out into Fitzroy. 

Ed Miall’s father wisely prohibited him to; ”Enter the gap in the boom at Chats Falls used by the 

Steamers:  this by reason of the proximity of a whirlpool that had taken lives.”  And yet we have 

this photo of Delta with several other boats anchored in Fitzroy Harbour.  So how did he get 

there? 

 

Delta in the centre with two other unknown other boats in Fitzroy Habour 
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It seems Ed used two techniques;  the first was to lift his board and enter through the shallow 

water behind Alexandra and Kedey’s Islands and the Ontario shore.  Secondly he skidded his 

boat across the slimy log booms in what he called ‘jumping the ship’.  Cliff Moon, professing 

their ability to get Delta where most modern boats would now fear to tread, claimed;  “Oh yes, 

we can get there OK -  given a heavy dew”.   Delta and other similar boats of that era with their 

lifting boards and rudders and canoe hulls allowed a larger cruising ground than today’s fixed 

keel boats.  

Log Boom Operations 

The only remnant we have today of the log boom operations on the Ottawa are the red circles 

found on the Chart 1550 that marked the location of permanent log boom cribs for storing and 

guiding logs.  They were located on the Quebec shore opposite the Club, behind Mohr Island and 

upstream from Quyon towards Pontiac Bay.   

The Ottawa Journal described the extent of the log marshalling operations during WWI:  “..The 

Greene…engaged in towing logs from Quyon to the “reserve” near Breckenridge’s on the 

Quebec shore…  In this reserve last fall and early this year, there were about 9,000,000 logs 

owned by J.R. Booth,  5,000,000 owned by the Eddy Company, and 2,000,000 owned by other 

lumbering firms.  So great was the storage of logs in the Upper Ottawa  since war was declared 

that Buckham’s Bay, from two to three miles below MacLaren’s , was being used as an auxiliary 

reserve.”   

Ed Miall also commented on the log boom operations;  “From the time the ice moved out in the 

Spring until the Fall there was a continous movement of logs in the form of large tows brought 

down by one or other of the paddle-wheel steamers Monitor or Albert,  the boats opening their 

booms at the head of Deschenes Rapids and returning to the assembly point at Pontiac Bay with 

their string of boom-timbers trailing after them in a line a mile or more in length.    

According to a nostalgic piece in the Ottawa Citizen on October 17, 1964 it described that 

Britannia Bay once had a lighthouse to aid the the logging tugs.  “…an old Lighthouse was once 

part of the great river days of timber rafts and the river fleet that served the Upper Ottawa.  The 

sturdy  side-wheelers nudged immense timber rafts into Nepean Bay where they were broken up 

in the cribs to make the run to Chaudier Falls.  Robert Winthrope was the lighthouse keeper, and 

had some very rough trips in his rowboat to and from the lighthouse in the Bay. It was situtated a 

little southwest of the old Britannia pier.”  

An Ottawa Citizen article on Aug 13, 1913 stated that; “It is a great pity,” said a visitor at the 

resort the other day, “to see a beautiful bay like Britannia marred by stray logs along the beach”.  

Besides being unsightly , they are a great detriment to children bathing, as they are very likely to 

do injury to them.  Many of the residents and visitor would welcome any proposition that would 

rid the bay of the floating timbers. “    
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Photo of log boom that ran from the Lighthouse to the ‘cliff’ in front of the current Fuller Home 

Hitching a Ride Up-River  

The following segment by Ed Miall describes how in 1895 aboard his ‘Clam’, how tug 

operations could occasionally be used to a sailor’s benefit.  

 

“ The then tow boats, the Monitor and Albert, the latter built at Aylmer when I was about ten, 

pretty well alternated every second day or so, bringing down tows that I think spread a mile or so 

behind the boat, the containing log booms being opened near Deschenes and the boat beating it 

for Quyon with these logs in a single string following . 
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Our brave and sagacious collegians spied the Albert on the way up, cuddled the string, drove 

home a pike-pole , snubbed with their painter, lowered the main and dandy and were on their 

way, at say 8 m.p.h.  

Baskens’ being a wooding stop, Albert filled up for its usual load, being a wood-burner like the 

Monitor.  The boys cut loose and continued their trip and were overtaken by their work-mare at 

Buckham’s.  By now experienced in snaffling these barnacles, they were soon more at ease.  

Buckham’s Bay has long been used as a log-pocket amd I remember for years a hoary old boom-

log anchored out in the distinct current - I presume as a terminal for a guiding boom into the 

bay... 

Dusk having come almost unnoticed by the time the Albert passed, the youths were lucky 

enough, as they saw it, to drive their pike pole into the end log and assure reaching Quyon 

without having to sail the Narrows all night againt the current.  - down sails!  Up tarpaulin! Turn 

in and leave it to George! With that sleepy sound of water passing under the hull all that sleepy 

cruiser adore sleep came without effort. So long as it could be heard the voyage was continuing.  

At long last a look-see failed to discover the one or two lights still to be seen usually in the 

Quyon homes even at late hour.  But where were the mast and tail lights of the Albert?  With the 

coming of dawn our lads were still affixed to the anchored boom-log”  

 

Log Booms Going Downriver  

While the steam tugs may have been able to make some speed up-river, towing a full log boom 

down river was accomplised at about one knot, and they took up a lot of river.   Let us join Ed 

Miall again in 1903 as he tries to get ahead of the Albert with a log boom in tow, in the narrow 

channel at 12 Mile Island with a storm moving in aboard his then new,  30ft double-ender Delta.  

“Coming down was the Albert with a two-boom tow; she was kitty-cornering across the channel; 

so as to clear her crabbing logs off 12-Mile Island and with a long tow-line and two sagging 

booms we could do what we liked with the rest of the channel.  These old timers carried a 

steering-pointer, a sharp golden arrow at the end of a fairly long sprit and I had the choice of (no 

choice in fact) of weathering this or running to leeward of the logs, over the shallows.  And the 

time was of the essence as the West was starting to form the well-known grey-roll.  I know my 

boat pretty well and we were moving, strapped down.  I paid off to Albert’s paddle-box, got a 

running start, then put her up sharply – The boat’s skipper was standing at the stem leaning over 

when I tacked across her bow and I watched my mizzen-peak clear the pointer by inches – once 

again we were on our way.  

There are at least two things I should have done that day – either one overlooked being poor 

judgement – Gone into Constance – or paid off the Mizzen when the blow struck.”  

 

 



50 
 

Dangerous Dead Heads 

Occassionally the log booms broke on their own accord or because of a storm.  This event would 

spread logs all over the river.   The Ottawa Citizen reporting on a storm on Sept 13, 1900, 

reported;  “ The Steamer ‘Albert’ was towing about 14,000 logs down the river when the gale 

was fiercest ,  it was deemed wise by its captain to take the steamer to a place of safety and logs 

were let go.  They were scattered around the shores of Lake Deschenes.”    

Most logs would end up ashore and were retreived later on.  However, a lot ended up as ‘dead 

heads’ -  Ottawa River sailors’ worst hazard to navigation. These logs were dense and already 

spent a fairtime in the water before they reached our section of the Ottawa.  When one end of the 

log lost its buoyancy, it sank leaving the the other end floating, pointing downstream with the 

wind or current;  it’s ‘head’  just visible above of the water.   

One could see deadheads in calm water, but once the wind blew up they became effectively 

invisible.  More than one boat was damaged by hitting them.  These were big commercial logs, 

often two ft in diameter and 40 ft long, so the risk of hitting one existed in all but the deepest part 

of our cruising ground.  The real danger lurked when one was beating up river in a blow, and 

sailors always concerned a pitching boat could come off a wave and fall into a trough - and place 

your vessels’ forefoot squarely on one of these monsters.  

The following is a report from the Citizen on Sept 6 – 1907: 

“Coming Down From their Camp 

While returning from a camping expedition up the Ottawa River on Wednesday evening three 

young men of this city had an experience on Lake Deschenes they will remember for some time. 

The three broke camp in the evening and instead of waiting until the next morning  to sail across 

and down the lake to Britannia that evening, they hoisted sail and started . All went well until 

they were three miles from Britannia the boat struck something solid and immediately the water 

started to pour in. Investigation showed that a stationary log or “deadhead” had been struck with 

the result that a large hole had been knocked in the keel of the boat. At once the boys stuffed the 

hole with their coats but the water still continued to come in. They threw out most of their 

baggage hoping the lighter weight would bring the boat out of the water far enough to have the 

hole above the water level.  Failing this they saw all they could do was to jump overboard and 

swim to shore dragging the boat along for support. When they left the boat she floated along the 

water with the hole above the water level.  For hours the boys continued and at length almost 

exhausted they reached shore where they lay down on the bank and went to sleep…”  

Tug and Log booms operations didn’t stop until the early 1950s, and slowy, the ‘dead head’ risk 

died out.   
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Our Club with the Greene coming alongside. 

 

 

 

The G.B. Greene underway 
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Chapter 5 

BBC’s Social Life, Club Entertainment, and Sailing on Lake Deschenes  

Ottawa Citizen June 27 1908  

“Britannia looks her prettiest at this time of year when the sun is shining brightly and every 

growing bush and tree is in full bloom.  Practically all the regular cottagers have moved out and 

nearly every cottage is decorated with a display of small Union Jacks and Canadian flags.  The 

various bachelor’s quarters are very popular places, and keep thinks in great shape…..  

Many people of the village are awaiting with great eagerness the arrival of the regatta season. 

The Britannia’s Boating club’s paddlers are practicing faithfully and much is expected from 

them this summer.  The people of the village have always been loyal supports of the Britannia 

Club, and are evidently as enthusiastic as ever this year”    

Club Entertainment  

Some of our older members may remember and lament the passing of our Cabarets and Venetian 

Nights that faded out from Club activities some 25 years ago.  It may come as a surprise that 

even these member-organized activities paled in comparison to the social events that went on at 

our Club at the turn of the last century.  

The Bonnet Hops   

The Dances or ‘Bonnet Hops’ were well publicized in the papers and well attended. The 

following is a typical advertisement from the period.    

 

The Britannia Boat House Club hosted a lot of ‘Hops’ during the year, on Tuesday nights and 

again on weekends from the Club’s official opening in June until the close of the season in 

September. 
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Hosting Regattas and Social Events   

Our Club also hosted a number of well-attended regattas.  The following articles give an idea just 

how popular and festive these events were.  

Ottawa Journal - July 20 1896 

“SAILS - PADDLES - OARS 

SUCCESSFUL REGATTA AT BRITANNIA ON SATURDAY 

The Big War canoe Race captured by the Rowing Club’s “Elephant” - Lawless beats the 

Australian champion at swimming - Some Pretty sailing races. 

------------ 

Britannia-on-the-Bay was as gay as gay could be on Saturday. 

It was the day of the great regatta, which has been the talk of the favourite summer resort for 

weeks past.  Nor was the interest confined to the temporary inhabitants of this flourishing 

village.  Those who went out on either afternoon trains and had the option of riding on a guard 

rail or taking a tie pass, got the impression somewhere that there were a large number of people 

who were also interested in the afternoons’ sports.  It was great crush, and people crowded 

themselves on board in a way that would make a sardine turn green with envy. They were soon 
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landed at Britannia in the best of good humor, and the programme in store was such as to 

increase the enjoyment to an inordinate degree.  

At the Water’s Edge 

The scene at the water’s edge was bright and stirring.  The gallery of the Britannia Boating Club 

building was crowded with a happy throng of spectators, while the beach was dotted for a quarter 

mile by those who could not find room under cover. 

A fresh breeze was blowing from the west to make the water rough for rowing and paddling 

events but sufficient to fill the canvas of the sailing craft, and ensure good contests.  All the 

yachts, St. Lawrence skiffs and other specie of sailing vessels were out in force and the scudding 

before the wind did much to add to the attractiveness of the scene…” 

 

Ottawa Journal - June 16 1897 

“JOLLY BOATMEN 

THEY DANCE AND LISTEN TO GOOD MUSIC 

Concert and Hop of the Britannia Boating 

Club Proves a Success - Large Crowds Attended 

-------------------- 

There was a big time at Britannia last night at the Boating Club concert and hop.  A great many 

people were there too, and everyone but the man who punctured his bicycle and had to walk, had 

a good time.  
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The people arrived at the summer resort in all manner of ways.  Some drove and paid the toll; 

some came on bicycles, because they had no fare to pay; some took the train and others walked, 

because there was no wind in their “automatic” tires.  There was heaps of amusement when they 

did get to Britannia. 

The clubhouse was very prettily decorated with bunting, flags and streamers.  In the rear of the 

platform stood a throne literally hemmed in with flags.  Upon the throne was seen the picture of 

Her Majesty, and around it was the motto “Rule Britannia”. 

As Mr. Sturrock, Ottawa’s famous singer, caroled forth patriotic songs, everybody was ready to 

cheer.  They would have done so, but they wanted to hear the song, “God save the Queen” was 

the keynote of the concert and 1837-1897
9
 were adjuncts that added a feeling of love and loyalty 

to everyone.  

A Good Programme 

The Programme was an excellent one.  It opened with the National Anthem
10

.  It was sung with 

spirit.  Then followed by Valentine’s Orchestra
11

, which reminded those present of what was to 

follow in concert. 

Mr. A. D. Sturrock has always been well received in his songs, but the Britannia visitors wanted 

to “bounce” him last night.  His singing was full of expression and energy, and the audience 

called forth, “We can’t get too much of a good thing”.  Splendid vocal solos were also given by 

Miss Jones, Mr. Smith, Miss Cole and Miss Stitt.  

 A violin solo by Miss Harvey was very fine and the audience knew it too. They called for more 

and thereby showed their appreciation.  Mr. Heney thinks he will go into politics.  He will run in 

a French constituency and will be sure of winning.  He has his big political speech all ready. It’s 

a winner and he knows every word of it too, because he repeated it to the audience last night and 

they said it was first class.  At the conclusion of the programme the hall was cleared and those 

who desired danced merrily for some hour s to the music of Valentine’s orchestra. 

The special train conveying the Ottawa visitors to the city left about twelve, and all returned, 

feeling satisfied that it was good to be there.  

Mrs. Wiggins entertained those who took part in light refreshments.” 

The Ottawa Citizen - July 25, 1898 

“The Britannia Boat House club‘s annual regatta was the most successful yet held by the club. 

The races were well contested, and the attendance large.  A special train service was arranged by 

the C.P.R. and the first train composed four well loaded cars. 

                                                           
9
 1837 was the year Queen Victoria was crowned. No doubt she was popular at Britannia as she had chosen Ottawa 

as Canada’s capital 40 years previously in 1857. 
10

 The Anthem sung would have been ‘The Maple Leaf Forever’, given the time period. 
11

 Valentine’s Orchestra played a lot at Britannia and around Ottawa during this time period.   The leader went by 

the name of Prof. Valentine.  It is not known if his title was earned or self-appointed.  He lived in Britannia Village.    
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The boat house and the houses around presented a fine appearance, bedecked by flags and 

bunting, while many craft on the river, also floated flags, the tout ensemble presenting a very 

pretty spectacle.  Numerous members of the fair sex graced the occasion with their presence in 

becoming costumes…”  

 

Regatta 1899 -War Canoe with Pioneer - from the Ottawa Citizen Book ‘Our Times’ 

On board the Pioneer were: Mrs. W. H Stiles, Mr. and Mrs. E.L. Brittain, Miss Alice Houston 

and Miss Sara Code 

The Lost Great Naval Battles of Britannia  

There was talk in the 1950s that the Club used to have enthusiastic, well organized aquatic 

battles.  Who would have guessed they went to the following extent?     

The following description of our ‘naval battle’ needs to be put into some perspective.   Britannia 

at the time would have had maybe 20 boats moored in front of our current Clubhouse.  All of the 

skippers and crews would have been competitors and known each other.  They kept their 

dinghies or ‘buns,’ for transporting them to their boats, on what was then a ramp in front of the 

Club or, as this story suggests, they doubled as raiding craft. 

That year, on May 1, 1898, Admiral Dewey of the United States Navy defeated the opposing 

fleet in Manila Bay in the opening battle of the Spanish-American war. 
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It would have been easy to overlook the following headlines, as yet another report from the 

Philippines on this conflict - except it was in the Journal’s sporting section!  

Ottawa Journal – June 8, 1898 

 “ANOTHER HOT NAVAL FIGHT 

BOTHS SIDES CLAIM VICTORY THIS TIME 

Extent of the damage not yet determined –  

Americas Lost One Warship 

Through Fire” 

“There was as sharp naval engagement at Britannia Bay last night between the Spaniards and 

Americans.  

A meeting of the two fleets had been booked for some days, and in fact was scheduled to take 

place. 

Up to an hour of going to press the result is in doubt.  However it was currently reported that a 

large number of Spaniards landed, but the rumor cannot be verified. 

The engagement lasted about an hour, and during that time two fleets were in close quarters and 

under heavy fire.  The marksmanship appeared to be about as accurate as in previous fights, so 

that the visible damage was not very apparent. 

The Spaniards fought without the assistance of the second Cadiz fleet, which gives the 

impression that it must be somewhere else. 

How it Was Stopped 

The fight would probably still be in progress had the commanders not ordered the cessation of 

hostilities-not for “breakfast” as in the affair at Manila, but for a dance.  However, it was likely 
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that the Manila incident established a precedent and that a trivial affair like a fight might be 

called off, when weightier social matters interfered.  

The attempt to call the engagement a draw was unsuccessful.  Both sides claim a victory.  A 

Madrid dispatch just to hand characterizes the engagement as a “brilliant Spanish triumph.”  

While the secretary of the war at Washington ‘phoned to say’ that he had received a special by 

way of Bell’s Corners that the “Old Glory had been victorious again”. 

However, very little evidence can be placed in either report, as for some time previous to the 

fight both fleets were busily engaged cutting all cables within reach. 

Had Many Spectators 

This little affair took place to inaugurate the season at the Britannia Boating Club house, and was 

witnessed by nearly five hundred persons.  A special from Ottawa took out about half that 

number, while quite a few wheeled out.  

The sight on the bay when darkness settled down was a pretty one.  One fleet was anchored in 

the bay with an American Battleship in canvas prominently in the foreground – or rather fore-

water.  The attacking fleet numbered about fifteen boats and hove in sight shortly after eight 

o’clock. 

There was no very well defined plan of attack, and without a guide book, the spectators were 

somewhat astray on the nature of the manoeuvres.  Before long the solitary warship showed up 

with the Stars and Stripes floating at the stern, seemed to be the sole object of attack from both 

sections of the fleet, and blank cartridges and roman candles were directed at it in profusion.  

In the midst of it all, the warship took fire, and while the orchestra played “Yankee Doodle” on 

the balcony and the crowd applauded the craft was rapidly consumed.  

All the boats were prettily illuminated with strings of Chinese lanterns, and when rockets and 

fireworks were discharged in profusion the sight was a very pretty one.  Among those whose 

boats took part in the engagements were… 

The opening of the Club for the season was considered very successful.  Valentine’s orchestra 

was present and furnished dancing for a large number until eleven o’clock.  Everyone seemed to 

think the affair most enjoyable.”    

This ‘sham battle’ must have been a success as they attempted to recreate something like it the 

following year. It didn’t turn out quite as well.    

Ottawa Citizen June 21 -1899 

“The formal opening of the Britannia Boating Club took place last night.  The affair could not be 

termed howling success; in fact the hundred or so city people who went to the summer resort 

expecting to see the blowing up of the Morrow Castle (the real one is guarding the entrance to 

Havana Harbour) were doomed to disappointment, but it is only fair to say on behalf of the 

Rowing Club management that it was no fault of its that the affair did not take place. 
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Yesterday afternoon a steamer was towing a raft of logs on the lake, when the heavy sea broke 

up the raft and the logs went in all directions.  Almost the entire raft floated in about the boating 

club floats, which made it utterly impossible to get the boats out of the club house.  Early in the 

evening an attempt was made to get some of the craft for the display out, but this being 

impossible the blowing up of Morrow Castel has been postponed until further notice.  At the 

time of going to press Admiral Rowatt’s fleet was badly “bottled up”. 

Valentine’s orchestra being present the program of ten dances a number of which were warmly 

encored was carried out.  During the evening Professor Wiggins, looking his best, called for 

order and made a speech.  He said that it was with greatest regret that he had to announce, that 

owing to most unforeseen circumstances the display of fireworks would have to be postponed…”  

Sadly no known photos exist of our naval battles on Britannia Bay  

Fireworks  

While we can sympathize with the plight of Professor Wiggins in postponing the fireworks 

display that night, one can get a sense of the context and gravity of his situation by the following 

newspaper advertisement for a repeat announcement for the Fireworks 

Ottawa Journal - 4 July 1899      

 

There is a photo in the archives of our war canoe at Hay Island, just off Ganonque.   
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Venetian Nights  

Advertisements for illuminated activities started to appear around the turn of the last century on 

numerous times during the summer months around Ottawa, presumably as a chance for citizens 

to get out and enjoy the evening (and Ahern sell more street car tickets) after a hot day.   

 

This advertisement was from June 3, 1898 

In an article in the Ottawa Journal dated April 11, 1911, the then Governor General Earl Grey 

suggested; “if Hull and Ottawa would cooperate in having bonfires or some form of illumination 

from barges on the Ottawa River, with electrical decorations where possible on either bank, it 

would make a fine night feature. …. This would give the opportunity for many gasoline launches 

etc., to turn out and decorate.  There could be a veritable Venetian night on the Ottawa…”   

The night time illumination activities were soon dubbed ‘Venetian Nights’. 

The Ottawa Journal July 21 – 1903  

 

Note the frequency of street cars that would have brought visitors to Britannia! 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/?spot=22923959#spot=22923959
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The display for the ‘animated floral design made up of electric lights’ is seen atop the cupola as 

described by Don Kirby. 
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Apparently the searchlight was removed and the floral display installed as there was a penchant 

at the time for lights for ‘Venetian Nights.’   At an AGM, it was announced that the Club was 

getting rid of the searchlight to replace it with the floral display because the Club members “were 

not snoops.”  Presumably our landlord was keen on using our clubhouse as an illumination draw.      

Britannia YC reinstituted its own Venetian Night regularly scheduled for a Saturday night in the 

1960s, when about the middle of August, boats were decorated with lights and members hosted 

others with a variety of foods and drink.  They were very popular and ran to about the early 

1980s when they sadly fell out of favour.  An internet search indicated that the Venetian Night at 

the Yacht Club in Ottawa, Illinois was still doing quite well.  Lucky them.  

Smoking Concerts 

Tucked away in the archives is this ticket for a ‘Smoking Concert’ or ‘Smokers’.   A web search 

indicates they were for men only.  

 

It makes one wonder how far the ‘Burlesque’ went?  Do you suppose it was a forerunner of our 

current cruise week ‘Swamp Queen’ contest?   

Is a Japanese cock-fight any different from a regular cock-fight?   

Any chance we could get our Entertainment Director to organize one of these events? 
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The following is an advertisement for a Smoker held during the war.  

 

A More Sobering Activity   

Now just in case any of the above activities are not your cup of tea, you could have, as an 

alternative, attended a Temperance Meeting in the Village to discuss the perils of alcohol.  

The Ottawa Journal -  July 15, 1905 

“Mrs. Wylie’s residence was the scene of the West End Women’s Christian Temperance Union. 

An interesting paper was read by Mrs. Leonard on Social Purity and an animated discussion 

afterwards took place.  About forty members were present and a hearty thanks was tendered Mrs. 

Wylie, the president, for her cordial hospitality.”    Mr. Wylie was a Club member. It is not 

known if any other Britannia members attended.      

 

A Member’s card for the period 

How Britannia Was Reported in the Press 

Ottawa Citizen - August 17 1907  

“At the Club house the mirth still continues each evening and the members are taking advantage 

of the waning days of summer to enjoy the life at the club while they may, for the zephyrs from 

the Lake will soon be so cool that the pleasures of sitting on the balconies and verandahs will 

have diminished.  Boating on the lake is now at its best and all kind of craft can be seen at all 

times of the day cruising on the placid waters.” 
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The Ottawa Journal - May 17 1913 

‘Britannia Boat Club 

Club was Founded eighteen years Ago 

Many Honours have Come to Brit Crews 

The Britannia Boat House Club was organized on December 16, 1895, by a number of residents 

of Britannia-on-the-Bay. The boat house was built at Britannia Village, overlooking Lake 

Deschenes, and was a source of great pleasure among the residents of the then “far-off country 

place.” Today marvellous changes are to be noticed.   

The extension to the electric car line to Britannia, rendering it easily accessible, has resulted in a 

general influx of people to that section of the city during the past few years, and the building up 

in general of all that goes to make an ideal summer resort.  

The Britannia Boat House Club has also shared the ride of prosperity and today can boast one of 

the finest boat houses in the Dominion.  Built at the end of Britannia Pier, which is about one 

thousand feet in length, it commands a fine panorama of the surrounding country, and is known 

to many visitors as the ‘home of emollient
12

 breezes…” 

The success of the Club has been due to the inexhaustible efforts of the officials and the social 

standing of its young men, whose spirit of comradeship has always been appreciated by visitors 

from the city…The Club outgrew the old quarters and in 1905 on the entrance into the Ottawa 

Electric Railway Company, the new clubhouse was erected by the company at a cost of $30,000 

and leased to the Club. 

The Ottawa Journal - Aug 23 1913 

“Britannia 

A very enjoyable moonlight excursion and dance were held by the members of the Britannia 

Boating Club on Tuesday Night.   A large crowd turned out, and the event was a marked success. 

There were two orchestras, one on the G.B. Greene and the other at the Club house for those who 

desired to stay ashore… the weather was ideal for such an event, and thoroughly enjoyable 

evening was spent. This will be one of the last hops held, and the season has been very 

successful one for the club”  

 

Sailing and Gunkholing on the Ottawa River   

A report on the Britannia area by the Citizen on June 27, 1908 stated; “A favourite diversion of 

the cottagers is to go by canoe, skiff or sailing yacht to some favourite camping spot to spend a 

day or so there.  Some ideal spots may be found on both sides of Lake Deschenes, and these little 

excursions are every numerous.”    

                                                           
12

 Having the quality of softening or smoothing the skin 
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Pinhey’s Point  -  a long- time favourite  Circa 1900 

 

Nushka aground near a crib – 1912. A crew member is making the best of a bad situation and 

caught sheepishly by the camera, relieving himself over the side 
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A happier time on Nushka - with another boat in tow – 1908 
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From Ottawa Citizen Book ‘Our Times’:  ‘Making for Pinheys from Britannia, Saturday Aug 5, 

1905. The crew members are Harold Scott, C. Weir, E.L.Brittain, T. Fuller, Chas Scott and 

photographer R. Weir, whose feet are in the foreground.’ 
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Harriet Davidson, George Gardner, and Don Kirby 1914 

An endearing photo. George’s eyes are on Harriet, of which perhaps she is aware, and looks 

away with a Mona Lisa smile. Meanwhile Don is fixated on sail trim and course. 

 

Civic Holiday Cruise to Constant Bay -1914:  

 

Known boats are Dawn, Maple Leaf, Ti-Coq II 
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The last summer of fun before the Great War. W. Doran, S. O’Brien, P.S. Conroy , G. Treadwell, 

G Mason , W. McDonald  

 

Summer of 1918 at Baskins. Left to right Eileen Bruce, Lillian (unknown last name), Laurel 

Pushman, and Mavis Brethour. 

Blame the rocks from the Greene’s now disintegrated crib wooding wharf, shown behind; that 

are now on the river bottom for the difficulties in getting your ‘bun’ ashore.    
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These young ladies all slept in the same tent and were duly chaperoned.  

  

Any prospective suitor would have to get past Mrs. Blackadar’s knitting needles, and dog. 
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Chapter 6 

Britannia’s Competitive Sailing Craft and Racing 

Britannia’s Small Sailing Craft  

It is likely the three classes of boats discussed below would have been raced together in their 

individual classes.  Although they would have all been constructed of wood by different builders 

at different times and thus there would likely have been some variations in their scantlings, they 

would have been similar enough to be class-raced on a boat-for-boat basis.   

St. Lawrence Skiff 

Let us start with Ed Miall’s first boat, a St. Lawrence Skiff.  From his memoire he wrote of this 

unfortunate experience: 

“Dominion Day 

My father had in 1893 turned over to me one of this skiffs and had a small sail and equipment 

made for me; to this I soon added a ‘”dandy” (mizzen???) as was the rig of the St Lawrence 

Skiff, then the elite on our Lake. 

On Dominion Day ’94, by way of a treat for me, my father had me sail him across to fish.  Soon 

after arrival signs of a coming blow became evident – the usual thing on a holiday then as now – 

so we made for Beatty’s point, hauled the skiff full length above the water, placed oars, sails and 

fly-rod behind a log (a big old-timer) and hurried to the Beatty farm house (likely near the 

current Y camp).….After a short but vicious blow we left for our boat to find this 18 or 20 foot 

skiff had lifted and blown perhaps thirty feet  against an old log in which we found splinters 

driven right home: a five foot bit of floor-board was the biggest relic of the skiff we could find”  

According the Antique Boat Museum in Gananoque, “The origins of the St. Lawrence Skiff can 

be traced back to the mid 1800’s when the Thousand Islands became a popular summer 

destination for both tourists and cottagers.  The original St. Lawrence Skiffs were rowed to their 

destinations, and thus making the boats ability to easily glide through the water a very important 

design feature.   

 

St. Lawrence Skiffs on display at the Ganonque Antique Boat Museum 
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Drawing of St. Lawrence Skiff 

 

Sailing versions were fitted with a center board, but no rudder. 

The following is taken and edited from the excellent Sailcraft blog: 

https://sailcraftblog.wordpress.com/2017/08/ 

“The Skiffs had only started sailing around the 1870s, when they adopted the Atwood folding 

centreboard.  They used no rudder; instead they were steered by sail trim and fore-and-aft 

movement.  The rules of the St Lawrence Skiff class were simple; it had to be sharp at each end, 

and the length in feet multiplied by the beam had to be less than 88. That was it – no limits on 

rig, sail area, crew size or hull depth. Within a few years, the sail area of a racing Skiff had 

leaped up from 150 sq. ft or less to 350 to 400 sq. ft, set in a cat ketch rig with fully battened 

https://sailcraftblog.wordpress.com/2017/08/
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“batwing” sails, and the Skiff was said to be “the fastest sailing craft afloat for its displacement - 

possibly the canoe excepted.” 

The double-ended open Skiffs and their sister ships seem to have vanished from history almost 

without trace, and no reasons are given for their passing.  The Thousand Islands area went 

powerboat-mad early in the new century with a strong racing scene, and many powered Skiffs 

were built.  Perhaps the excitement of sailing the tricky double-ended Skiffs faded while the 

hassles remained. 

Never before or since has almost the entire dinghy scene of a major sailing country changed as 

dramatically and as quickly.  In the mid-1890s the entire species of double-ended open Skiffs 

seems to have dropped out of sight when the Lake Skiff Sailing Association adopted Rater-style 

boats”.   

 

 

Taken from the Front Cover of the BBHC Year Book, A bat-wing rigged St Lawrence Skiff, a 

State-of-the-art racing machine in 1900 

Half–Rater Class 

In 1906 Ed Miall moved back to Ottawa from Toronto and bought a ‘Half-Rater’ named Dynskol 

that was for sale due to unpaid fees.  He describes Dynskol as; ”a snippy imp with a bit of speed , 

3/16” cedar (?mahogany) hull, room alongside centerboard for spare canvas if any - there was 

none, sails and tackle in fair shape, two ½”x 4’ slats on aft deck to give foothold, and the Cotton 

Cup won and held as long as our predecessors owned her.  Altogether a bit of a change from our 

staid and beloved old barge (Delta from Chapter 1). 
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This hell-bent-for leather ran 23’x7’x3.” water line 15’, dagger center-board , no skeg and, like 

most skegless abortions, a rudder that worked; moreover, when strapped in she could about spit 

in the eye of a breeze and move-on her ear”   

 

 

Ed Miall’s Half-Rater Dynskol 
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The following is again taken and edited from the Sailcraft Blog;  

“While the USA was developing a bewildering menagerie of small-boat types, just to the north 

the Canadians around Lake Ontario and the St Lawrence River were developing one of the 

world’s most organised and homogeneous dinghy racing scenes… 

The open Skiffs were replaced by a very breed of centreboarders but  seem to have raced under a 

modified “length and sail area” rating system and therefore had the long overhangs, light 

displacement and medium-size rig of a classic Rater.  The most popular of them were the “16 

footers.” which were 16ft on the waterline but had long overhangs to bring their overall length to 

around 25ft.  Despite their yacht-like looks, like many other types of Rater, they were 

unballasted centreboarders.  

The Rater-style Skiffs were a curious combination of the leading features of the canoe and the 

modern scow, having the elliptical waterlines of the latter, with canoe sections and canoe fittings, 

and at the same time showing the outline of the conventional sailing boat above the water.” 

14 Foot Dinghy Class   

Again from the Sailcraft Blog; “By 1904 the Rater class, so strong but a few years earlier, was all 

but dead; apparently they were killed by the poor rough water performance of their long, flat 

ends. The Lake Skiff Sailing Asociation (LSSA) abandoned the type and was replaced by an 

even less-skiffy “skiff”.  The small boat bodies and sailors of Ontario had turned their attention 

to a very different type of boat. 

The fleet of LSSA 14 Footers was possibly the strongest local dinghy fleet in the world.  A list in 

Schoettle’s book Sailing Craft shows that in the late 1920s there were 25 boats in Montreal, 26 in 

minor centres, and over 150 in Toronto, where the fleet was normally divided into three grades. 

The LSSA 14 was also the basis for the famous Ackroyd dinghies, which were turned out in the 

hundred in both racing and “cottage” versions.  
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Over recent years a strong fleet of restored LSSA 14 footers has grown up on Stony Lake in 

Ontario.  In an interesting illustration of the progress of design in one hundred years, they are 

rated faster than a 420 up to Force 3 winds, but almost 2% slower overall. 

The designer was named Morse and although his design is no racer, it was an eminently sensible 

yacht’s dinghy for the era.  To Toronto sailors, used to skinny open Skiffs and canoes, she 

seemed to be a joke; the first boat builder he approached “laughed in his face and refused to 

build such a tub”.  Her beam “seemed monstrous in those days, when our only sailboats were 

lean sharp-ended skiffs in which you had to hike to windward all the time and part your hair in 

the middle to keep right side up.” 

The laughter stopped when Morse’s 12 footer went sailing; “at last a craft had been found that 

men could have a lot of fun sailing and that women and children could manage” said a 1909 

writer.  Soon “practically all the existing yacht and sailing skiff clubs started to hold races for the 

dinghies and some new Dinghy Clubs were started.”  A class was quickly formed, but within a 

year or two the 12 footer was “found to be rather slow for sport” and Morse designed a 14 foot 

version. 

The 14 Foot class that developed had sensible rules; beam of 5 ft to 5 ft 6 in; minimum depth 16 

in; area of largest vertical cross section, 875 sq in maximum and 140 sq ft of sail.  Like their 

fellow sailors south on the Midwest’s inland lakes, the Canadians set sensible scantling or 

construction rules, including clinker construction, a thickness of 3/8” for planking and frames of 

a minimum 1 x ¾ in spaced at 12 inches.  Although the boats were always cat rigged, the LSSA 

required a two-person crew. The lug rig of the first 12 was soon replaced with a high-peaked gaff 

rig that was almost like a Bermudan sail plan in outline.  
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Caress – likely a 14 footer from our Club 
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Big Boat Racing 1895 to 1912 

It is a little harder to understand ‘big’ boat racing that took place on Lake Deschenes during this 

time period for a number of reasons.  First, the boats that raced at Britannia during this time 

period were, just as today, were all of varying size, shape and design philosophy.  There is little 

information on most of these larger boats and thus their designs are largely lost to history.  Also 

there was more than one club on Lake Deschenes and the boats from both Club’s raced against 

each other around the triangles.  This was, of course, long before Nepean Sailing Club was even 

thought of.  Our competitive club at the time was the Aylmer Yacht Club, which was renamed 

the Victoria Yacht Club. 

 

 

 

Victoria Yacht Club – Note the crib construction  
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The following promotion for boat racing in the Labour Day Regatta in 1898 describes their home 

clubs.  

 

The Victoria Yacht Club burned in the 1920s. The boats and the sailors that initially kept their 

boats there, like Ed Miall, subsequently joined Britannia.    

 

One of the oldest photos in the Club.  

Likely a Regatta in 1895 with Pioneer and Ed Miall’s Clam to leeward   
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The following is taken from a Booklet written in 1916 describing the ‘early days’ of racing at 

Britannia; “In the days of the Britannia Boat House Club back in the nineties a large fleet of 

sailboats of various rigs and sizes was owned and sailed on the Lake.  Old timers will remember 

the Frolic, owned by Gerald Bates, the Unda, by W. Tache, whilst Nushka and Maple Leaf are 

still with us, survivors of the old days and still going strong.  However with the advent of the 

internal combustion engine, and its adaption to the water sport in the motor boat, or launch, 

sailing on the lake rapidly fell way from the high standard then displayed.   Racing on the 

Britannia side of the lake, at least, became a thing of the past and the only boats left were run by 

a few enthusiasts who couldn’t have been coaxed into a motor boat with a German siege-gun. 

This effect was noticed all over the country, until people began to find out that there was 

something about a sailboat which could not be duplicate in any other kind of craft.” 

Ottawa Journal August 23, 1897 

“BRITANNIA CLUB HAD REAL GLENCAIRN WEATHER 

A Big Crowd saw Saturday’s regatta which was very successful 

Saturday was a typical day for yacht racing.  It was real Glencairn weather, the wind blowing at 

least 15 miles an hour and the white caps rolling nicely.  

 

Consider how attentive these sailors would have to be for an accidental gybe.   

The Britannia Boating Club could not have picked upon a better day for sailing than Saturday 

proved.  It was not quite so good for paddling… 

The half-rater race between the “Wasp” owned by F.P. Robson, and the “Bee” by N.C. Sparks 

was exciting for some time, particularly to those in the yachts, by reason of the high wind. 
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The event was not closely contested.  The “Wasp” had the best of the race around the 3-1/2 mile 

triangular course.  Both yachts crossed the line starting at 3:28.  The Wasp “finished at 4:10 the 

“Bee” was some minutes later. 

In Class A , in which Mr. W.A.C. Bates‘ boat the “Brenda” and Mr. A. Tache’s boat “Unda” 

were entered, there was an excellent race.  The “Brenda” was a heavier boat and carried more 

sail.  It was the weather for Brenda and she led all the way, but at times the “Unda” came up and 

made a very pretty race.  They were off at 4:44 p.m. the Brenda finished the second turn at 5.55 

and the Unda 3 minutes later.  Twice around the course was the scheduled length of the race, a 

distance of 7 miles.  

 

Brenda  

In Class B, Mr. A.R.M. Boulton’s yacht, the “Thistle” was an easy winner.  Mr. W.W. Wylie‘s 

yacht “Ariadne” entered the race but met with an accident and gave up the race.  The “Thistle” 

crossed the starting point at 4:04  1-2 and finished at 5:44.  The “Thistle” went around a third 

time and finished at 6.24.    

 

Half-Rater Wasp  
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Ottawa Citizen - August 6 1906 

“Today will witness the initial sailing races, open to 15-footers, 15 to 20 footers, and “20 and 

over” footers measured by the waterline, plus the square root of the sail area, divided by two” 

rule.  The course is a triangle with one-mile legs, the big boats to travel three rounds and the 

small boats to go twice.  Pennon are to be the prizes and Chairman Tache has got 15 boats to 

enter.  The committee intends to go in for sailing largely and expect to secure valuable pointers 

from this afternoon’s work”    

March 10,  1908 Annual General Meeting  

Arthur Tache presented a report to the President & Shareholders of the Britannia Boat House 

Club on the status of the sailing activities at Britannia;  

“Gentlemen 

I have much pleasure in addressing a few remarks on the sailing of the past season , Especially in 

mentioning that our fleet has increased by eight splendid new boats: - three large yachts , “The 

Hope” “The Lady of the Lake” and the “Navaho,” also five sprightly dinghies… 

On the regatta of July the 20
th

, there blew so great a North-Wester that the big war-canoe event 

was postponed and only the sailing race was started. This race, which of the “Sewanaka” class 

boats, was won by Mr. Bringham’s Glencairn III; Messrs. Haycock and Raffeinstein, very ably 

manning her.  The Navaho took second place.  She was sailed by Messrs. Fraser and Farley. The 

Lady of the Lake, having for skipper, Mr. McNair, and for mates Messrs. Masson and & Wilson 

was the next boat in the lead…….. 

The Hull Electric Cup race of Aylmer was again won last fall by the Nushka of Britannia. Thus 

making the third win out of four.  

In general sailing on Lake Deschenes has never been so gay before, even though the races were a 

little backward.  All the owners of boats liberally lent their craft to pleasure seekers & picnickers. 

Every day, owing to the entertaining hospitality of sailors someone was out cruising on a 

pleasure excursion. 

It is a great mistake to think that wind jammers are under decline, and that motor boats will 

completely out do them.  On the contrary every year shows an increase of interest in sailing on 

our lake.  The best proof is the rapidly increasing number of our yachts.  We should all 

encourage this movement, as I gladly realise that the lake still affords ample sailing space for 

many, many more.” 
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What do you suppose the chances are this photo was taken on the day Mrs. Wylie’s was hosting 

her Temperance Union Meeting, and that W. W. returned home after his sail, to receive a report 

on Mrs. Leonard’s talk on ‘social purity’?     

 

Ti-Coq 
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Racing 1912 to 1918  

“Don Kirby wrote in his Historical Sketch and in a piece for Yachting Magazine; “In 1912 

Charles L. Long joined the Club and soon organized the sailboat owners into what was to be the 

Sailing Division of the Britannia Boating Club.  For some time past considerable interest has 

been taken in sailing on Lake Deschenes, but it was till lately that the sailors organized 

themselves into a Sailing Division…  

For racing purposes the boats are divided into three classes, viz: (1) Class A sloops, (2) Class B 

Sloops (3) 14 foot dinghy class.  The Class A sloops are all new boats late design, while the class 

B sloops are of older and slower boats.  The 14-foot dinghies are mostly Aykroyd boats, and are 

very sturdy, being able to go through any of the winds that Lake Deschenes sees with flying 

colours.” 

Col. Long’s organization skills and efforts paid off and by 1914 the papers seemed to take note 

and record every detail of our races on a weekly basis.  George Blackadar’s scrapbook 

fastidiously recorded all of these press clippings.  He must have been a very good sailor, as he 

won or placed prominently in a large number of the Club races.  His scrapbook provides a 

detailed record of Club racing during this era.    

Below are typical weekly reports from the paper for August 15, 1914:  

“CALLEROO WON SAILING RACE AT BRITANNIA 

The sailing race held at Britannia Boating Club last Saturday was sailed in very heavy weather, 

all the boats going out reefed down.  They got away about 4 o’clock with the Skipper,  Ken 

Slater’s
13

 boat, leading the other three boats, the Nushka, Calleroo, and Maple Leaf followed in 

short order. All the boats made good time, although it was very wet sailing. 

The Calleroo soon opened out a big lead and won the race in 53 minutes. 

Frank Mace’s Nushka came in second, seven minutes later, and the Skipper would have been 

third had she not broken her rudder, which made it impossible to steer her, and the Maple Leaf 

accordingly got third place.  It was the first appearance of the season for G. Blackadar with his 

Calleroo, but he made up for lost time winning handily.” 

                                                           
13

 Ken Salter enlisted, went to war, and became our Club’s only POW. 
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Caleroo 

Racing in Wartime  

The following is taken from Don Kirby’s Historical sketch and his article in the December 1918 

edition of Yachting Magazine; “….As soon as they had got things running smoothly the war 

intervened, and before long the membership was cut in half.   Despite the loss of these members, 

those left behind have succeeded in keeping alive the sport and have had very great success in 

recruiting new members. 

There were no members of the sailing division left who were eligible for service and activity was 

carried on by a few older members and a number of young people.  From out of about a total 

membership of about ninety the Sailing Division has given fifty-two of its members to the cause 

of freedom.   Of the forty left there is not one eligible for service overseas, all of them being 

either above or below military age, married men, or men who have been pronounced medically 

unfit for active service.” 

 In 1916 the Sailing Division published a very comprehensive booklet, detailing the history of 

racing at the Club, a list of prizes, the Club Fleet listing, Race Schedule, Constitution and 

Regulations, listing of Members serving overseas, and Racing Rules.    
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The listing of Boat and their owners from the sailing Division 1916 Booklet 

From this Booklet; “Lt. Col. Long, then Captain Long became a member of the Board of 

Directors of the club and set to work to reorganize sailing on a proper basis… In 1913 the Maple 

Leaf, the Frolic and the Dawn, as well as four or five 14 foot dinghies were constant performers. 

In 1914 the first races were held and contested by a large number of boats.  Ken Slater brought a 

large new cat-boat, the Skipper, onto the lake.  Dr. Booth had the Ti-Coq II built, Frank Mace 

entered the Nushka in the sloop class and four or five new dinghies were making things hot for 

Retallack and Blackadar.  The racing was given an abrupt shock by the declaration of war…”   

Lt. Col. Long inaugurated in the 1914 season the system of handicapping on actual performance 

and the awarding of aggregate prizes for the season’s work, both of which have done much to 

build up the sport. He was one of the first to volunteer his services and has been at the front since 

the beginning of the war, but his good wishes are still with us.  1915 set still a higher standard. 

Although the dinghy class declined somewhat in number, on account of the boat’s changing 

hands, the sloop class was augmented by the bringing of two new fast boats on the lake and a 

third, the Hope also a fast boat, taking part in racing for the first time.  Gordon Blackadar 

transferred from the dinghy to the sloop class by racing his fast boat Callaroo.  These boats, 

together with the older ones furnished the very best and closest of racing.  But the speed of 

Velvet and the Restless, the new boats as well as the Hope and the Callaroo, was so much greater 

than most of the others it was decided to separate them, with the Ushka , Ti-Coq II, and the 
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Maple Leaf, into one Class A; and the rest slower type of craft into another Class B. This gave 

everyone an equal chance, and prevented the seeing the other fellow finish while one was half-a-

mile from the club flag.”   

 

 

Velvet in light air 

 

 

Velvet Drawings 
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Ladies Racing  

It seems that Britannia has a long legacy with its ‘Women in Wind’ activities.  From an undated 

1916 newspaper article; 

“MRS. CAMPBELL WON LADIES DINGHY RACE 

A very successful ladies sailing dinghy race, the first of its kind in the annals of the B.B.C. was 

held last night at Britannia, four boats taking part each with a lady skipper and the gentleman as 

crew. 

A strong breeze was blowing most of the boats taking a reef, and raced neck and neck to the 

Rocky Point buoy, rounding it separated by a few feet only.  Miss Robertson pulling out a good 

lead on the second round but in beating to windward on the home leg she was passed by the 

following two boats, Mrs. Campbell winning; 

The summary  

Mrs. G. H. Campbell……....40.20 

Miss M. E. Gardner………. 42.15 

Miss Robertson…………… 45.10 

Miss Stewart, did not finish” 

Summer 1918 

We will use David Kirby’s article in the 1918 December edition of Yachting Magazine to finish 

off this time periods’ race results.  “Among the Class A sloops there was a very keen competition 

throughout the season.  The Calleroo succeeded in carrying of the honours while Hope came 

second.  The Restless took third place after giving the other two boats a hard fight for their 

places.  The Riona and Velvet came third and fourth respectively.  In class B, sloops Autoa, got 

first place and the Frolic came second, while Kathleen finished third.  In the dinghy class there 

was very good racing.  In three out of six club races in this class there was less than 30 seconds 

between the first and second boats”.  

Frolic 

Let us reflect for a moment on the Cutter ‘Frolic’ below.   Note her bowsprit is about 50% of her 

hull length, giving her a very large sail plan for her length and wetted area.  

Going up wind, like all gaff rigged boats, her leech would have fallen off, giving her poor 

upwind performance in comparison to our Bermudian rigs.   

However, in light-air reaches, with her topsail and twin headsails, she probably reached her hull 

speed in about seven knots of wind, and likely easily passed any of our ‘modern’ boats.  
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Frolic with her main, twin headsails, topsail, and BBC burgee flying   

Our Big Boats - Almost a Lost Legacy   

We know less about the bigger boats that our member’s sailed than any aspect of our Club’s 

early days for several other reasons.  The archives are fairly bare on these boat’s particulars, with 

the exception of several photos.  Also while the newspapers recorded names of winning 

sailboats, their owners, and the race results, almost no record of any of their actual specifics or 

designs were recorded.  These wooden boats, fatigued by working planks and rot, had an average 

lifespan of about 20 years.  Sadly the detailed knowledge of their designs lies beyond our 

members’ living memory. 

However, three boats from this era, the Aquilo, Hope and Kelpie, did survive long enough to 

race competitively in the 1960s.  These were big, wide-beamed, gaff-rigged scows, with long 

waterline length and a low free board. While neither had much room below - thanks to their low 

free board and centerboard trunk, they were very sensible for our cruising ground, being able to 

pull right up to a beach.   
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A flat day on the lake with likely the Hope visiting Victoria Yacht Club 

 

Hope on a reach.  She was originally 32’ long 8.0’ beam, 1.43’ freeboard,  

drew 1.5’ with the centreboard up, and had 400 square feet of sail and weighed 3700 lbs. 
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Hope  

Tucked in a corner of the Bruce Nook is the extraordinary tale of the longevity and boat speed of 

a vessel that lived well past the era discussed here.    

Hope was sailed by Reg Bruce (for whom the Bruce Nook is named) and later by his nephew 

Allan Bruce.  Allan writes; “Hope was sailing on Lake Deschenes shortly after she was built in 

1901, the actual date is unknown.  The only record of her early arrival on the lake is a sailing 

trophy she won in 1908. At the time she was sailing out of the Victoria Yacht Club at Aylmer 

and her owner J.O. Carrs.  In 1926 Arthur Bruce purchased Hope and … continued sailing her 

until its retirement in the 1970s.    

Hope was most successful in heavy winds but in lighter conditions both Kelpie and Aquilo 

usually prevailed.”  However, in the 1940s Hope underwent an inadvertent metamorphosis that 

made her even faster.  

Allan explains; “She was sent to Arnprior primarily to replace the deck and cabin which were in 

bad shape. They removed the old deck and the longitudinal stringer and left the boat in the yard, 

uncovered all winter.  In the spring the boat had spread out and was wider.  

They proceeded to replace the deck and the cabin without correcting the changes and when 

completed the boat was nearly 9’ wide and the cabin was totally wrong. The builder agreed to fix 

the cabin but would not attempt to bring the boat back to its original shape and that’s the way it 

was when returned to the club.  

At first it looked like a catastrophe, but in fact the underwater shape was pretty much the same 

but at the deck she was wider so in the future we tried to sail her as flat as we could. The other 

rather significant change was a change in the sail plan and a large increase in the total sail area 

from 400 square feet to about 500 square feet plus which also included a large overlapping 

Genoa Jib which was totally new for us. The old mast was 24’ long,  the new one was 32’ which 

meant we had increased the working rig (small Jib) by about 35% and added the Genoa probably 

another 50 or 60 sq. ft. 

The boat was now very good in lighter winds and we were definitely more competitive and were 

able to beat the Aquilo fairly often but not Kelpie.  I did win the downriver leg of the Quyon 

Race in 1952, the first time we put on the new sails.  As we matured as Sailors and learned how 

to sail the boat, we were able to beat Aquilo and Kelpie regularly (with no Uncle Dave Kirby 

aboard).  

Her best was a reach in a strong wind. One time around 1960 on the Cook Trophy Race, the 

wind was strong from the south west, a beam reach, but we had too much sail up and were 

staggering along with lots of sail luffing and water over the lee deck 
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We had a crew of six on board and one suggested we hike her down so we did.  Harvey Stubbs 

and Robert Sproule each took a side stay and hiked out.  Alex Fitzsimmons hung out on the back 

stay.  Andy Davidson and Dave Blaine and I moved to windward and leaned out as far as we 

could.  The boat came down flat and we took off.  When the squalls that came with that wind hit 

us, we could not hold her down so we decided to ease the sails and run off and see what would 

happen.  

She got up and planed for about 100 yards and as the squall passed she came down and we 

hardened up back on course.  

Now we started working these extra strong squalls and as we got better we had her up and 

planing regularly.  Just below Phineys, we had her planing for about a half mile.  It was wild. 

We did the race in 2 hours, the distance was just short of 18 miles.  We averaged close to 9 mph. 

The Hope does not have a planing hull.  She is a displacement hull and her theoretical maximum 

speed is 7.5 mph.  Maybe the extra width helped her to plane.  I don’t know but the conditions 

were perfect.  The very strong south west wind blowing off the Ontario shore meant we were not 

banging into big waves so the boat was allowed to run free. 
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These photos taken from the Black Jack on the upriver portion of the race to Constance Bay  

That was a special day but we were never able to repeat it.  A number of times we got the wind 

but we normally sailed with a crew of four so we did not have the weight to get her flat. We were 

close a few times but not quite.  Hope was faster, a lot faster but it was a different boat.” 

Hope was then 60 years old and Allan was concerned the strain would be too much for the boat.   

Yet she accomplished something that is usually relegated only to powerboats and performance 

dinghies, and almost no modern 30 ft. boats can do.  Allan and his crew got up enough boat 

speed, as she came down river that blustery day; that Hope ran over her own bow wave and 

created sufficient hydrodynamic pressure, which lifted her up, thereby reducing her wetted area 

and drag.  Astonishingly all of Hope’s 32ft. and a nearly 2 tons got up and planed - and blew past 

the competition.   

Hope’s 65 years of competitive racing and sailing at the Club is likely a record that will stand 

about another decade or so, when it will probably be beaten by a shark.  Hope eventually 

succumbed to old age and sat out her final days in a field near the “Y” Camp.    
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Kelpie 

 

Kelpie moored of the catwalk in front of the Club, circa 1950s.  

Note the drawbridge over marine railway, and International 14s on the ramp.   

The lower bar was then used for sail drying.  

 

Kelpie was purchased by Blair Cook who painstakingly restored her.  We should all be thankful 

to his widow, Tish Cook, who donated Kelpie to be used as an educational display piece in the 

Fuller’s Aquatarium in Brockville.  
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Chapter 7 

The Rapids, Storms, and a Boating Club without a Harbour 

Fluctuating Water Levels 

Spring flooding and August’s low water levels have always been a challenge for sailors at 

Britannia.  However, there were reports of higher and lower water levels in the past than we have 

experienced in more recent years.  Some believe we now have less dramatic fluctuations because 

of the dam that was built at Chats Falls in the 1920s.      

One early report of spring flooding states that the water level had gone over the railway tracks at 

Britannia and was causing trains to slow down.   

 

A problem with low water levels was reported on in the Citizen on Aug 16, 1913: 

“This year the water in the bay is very low.  In fact,  it is the lowest it has been for several years.  

It is fast receding from the banks, and each week sees about ten to fifteen feet more of bank 

exposed.  Some of the officials at the club state that if the water keeps going down, soon there 

will be no more water there at all.  Already some of the sailing boats are resting on the bottom of 

the bay, and the prospects are that the wharf will have to be moved further out if it gets any 
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lower”.  There were also reports of the water being so low in Britannia Bay that the kids could 

ride their bikes well out onto the then exposed lakebed.   

 

Hope on a Mooring Barrel in front of the ‘cliff’ by the Club 

Driven Ashore  

Ottawa Journal Aug 6, 1895 

“This morning the fine sailing yacht of Captain Brittain, which has lain underwater since the gale 

of last week, was towed ashore by the power of four horses, the same means having failed on 

Saturday. The yacht had been anchored inside the boom, where she filled with water and sand, 

and bring her to land for repairs a necessity.”  

Clearly the Club was aware of its exposure to the west winds and the following year allotted 

money for a breakwater.  



98 
 

 

 

 

 

Maple Leaf behind the breakwater with Lakeside Gardens in the background 
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Rapids 

The rapids, then as now, are a hazard to navigation.  The following is not the only time we lost 

boats over the rapids.  In 1958 two boats, Negark and Talisman were swept over the rapids by a 

line squall at the start of a race.   

“The ten-foot dinghy class held their race on the 17th of August…  The heavy breeze of the start 

turned into a regular gale, and upset Mr. Gaisford’s boat, which floated down the rapids, a 

complete wreck.  In view of this condition of affairs, Mr. J.N. Conroy, the judge, called the race 

off. 

Much sympathy was felt for the owners of the “Minnie M”, for they were a generous crew and 

gave many a fine sail to their friends.  The loss of their pretty dinghy was much felt on the lake 

where it so often had gaily careened.” 

 

Storms  

Citizen - July 23 1906 

“UPSET ON LAKE DESCHENES 

The storm… nearly added another tragedy to its already long list.  Upset from Mr. Wylie’s 

sailing sloop “Jack” Wylie, “Billy” Allen and Gerald Richards had perhaps the narrowest of 

escapes of all who suffered in the storm.  The three set from the Britannia pier about 2 o’clock, 

sailed across the lake at a fast clip, and were near the Aylmer side when the squall broke.  Wylie 

and Allen are expert yachtsmen and the speedy little sloop was bearing up bravely when 

unfortunately the boom of the sail went below the water.  The sail soon became unmanageable 

and the little vessel began to turn turtle, leaving Messrs. Wylie, Allen and Master Richards in a 

perilous plight.  

Wylie realizing that it was impossible to prevent the boat from keeling over, coolly threw out the 

anchor and with Allen’s assistance put young Richards on the overturned craft. The little fellow 

was nervous but both his companions were strong swimmers and assured the lad that he would 

be safe.  Wylie and Allen clung to the sides and for fully fifteen minutes, the trio were tossed at 

the mercy of the waves. 

RESCUERS’ BRAVERY 

Fortunately the Beatrice B was on one of her trips across the lake and the imperilled lads were 

noticed by someone on deck.  Immediately the Beatrice B’s whistle was sounded repeatedly as a 

signal of distress and people on shore soon realized that something was wrong.  In a few minutes 

rescuers were paddling and rowing towards Allen and young Richards… Skiffs rowed out from 

Britannia Club house despite the fact that the waves repeatedly dashed the craft.  ….Rescuers 

took the boy….Allen and Wylie...and afterwards the craft was towed in.  Cheers greeted the 

rescuers as they returned to shore, for hundreds had feared someone had drowned”   
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Journal 6 July 1907 

“Britannia was very loyal on Dominion Day.  Every cottage displayed a flag.   

The Beatrice B. had a very exciting time on July first, when, with a full complement of 

passengers, she was caught in a big storm about five o’clock in the afternoon.  Some of the 

ladies, awed by the wind and rain, donned life preservers.  The Beatrice B. rode the waves like a 

cork.  

Another party in a sailboat had a little excitement, but the boat, being a Seawanhaka cup vessel, 

quickly bore her freight to safety.  The men did not tell their wives for fear of scaring them after 

the trip.  The lake is not a treacherous one by any means: all storms give plenty of warning.”   

Journal Aug 7 1906  

...the feature of the storm…was the breaking of the boom which held thousands of logs out in the 

river.  A chain broke when the wind was at its worst and the logs which were held…drifted 

rapidly to the shore, spoiling for the present all hope of the big flotilla on the 15
th

.  Those who 

were not kept too busy to see what was going on the river say the sight of thousands upon 

thousands of logs drifting in a mass toward the shore lashed by angry waves was magnificent”  

Monday   September 27, - 1915  

WIND STORM PLAYS HAVOC ROUND OTTAWA 

Boat Owners on River Suffered 

Ottawa was shaken by a gale of wind and rain of uncommon severity all day Sunday...Amongst 

the incidents reported is the sinking of about a dozen motor launches and sailing yachts on the 

Ottawa River…  

The gale was heralded by a sudden drop in the barometer and the temperature and storm signals 

were flying early.  The wind blew in fitful gusts and shook houses to their foundation. Trees 

were bent and groaned under the strain…  

Lake Deschenes  unloosed a fury hitherto unknown in the memory of the oldest resident of 

Britannia, and not only waves but billows, some of them twenty feet high, broke over the end of 

the pier, sweeping away everything before them and sending a cloud of spray that would wet one 

on the old pavilion one hundred yards away… 

The entire line of seats running from the old pavilion to land on the west side of the pier, almost 

a quarter of a mile, were torn away from their fastenings and toppled over. 

Lake Deschenes if one cares to view it at close range from the clubhouse of the Britannia 

Boating Club, presented an awe inspiring spectacle, its surface miles in extent being a heaving 

mass of surging, pitching water, with muddy billows rearing a score of feet high, their crest a line 

of white foam, ten, twenty, thirty feet in with charging down the pier.  
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Pioneer Aground 

SAFETY FIRST  

The end of the pier was all awash, the breaking waves and spray making it untenable, and after 

the stout railing, the full length of the pier had gone by the boards, the management of the boat 

club, threw a section of railing across the northern outlet, and blocked the passage to the end of 

the pier. 

Those familiar with the end of Britannia pier may gain some idea of the height and strength of 

the waves reared high enough to sweep away the stout railing, and roll across the promenade of 

the pier, and form a temporary falls on the southern side where the motor-boats are stored.   

Today the motor-boat slips from Nos 21 to 34 are no more, their fragments constituting an area 

of wreckage in the lee of the front end of the pier, and underneath it are all sailboats, motorboats 

and smaller craft which went down directly when the big ”float” broke from its moorings. 

Upwards of a score of boats quartered in the slips by the pier, or buoyed to barrels, went down, 

and among them some of the best motor and sailing craft on the lake. 

The “Mermaid” valued at $1,500 today served as an anchor to the wave-tossed wreckage, and 

the spar of a sailboat protrudes from the water nearby.  Other boats are grounded from the waves 

breaking over them, and still others have washed up on the shore. 
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The Big “Blow 

The big blow that set the slip float adrift and loosened an armada of small craft scudding in a line 

before the gale arrived about 12:30.  All morning the lake had been tossing; no one ventured out 

and few minutes after noon hour someone noticed the sloops were beginning to loosen… 

From the lee of the pier the float travelled east till it past the east end of the pier and was struck 

by the full force of the waves.  One end swung shoreward, the other end clearing a semi-circle of 

sailboats, and minutes later the “float” broke in two and later pounded into fragments of 

wreckage. 

In Shallow Water 

One motor boat was thrown clear of the float and piled up on top of another craft.  Other boats in 

the wash of waves filled with water and sank…The Kathleen, a sailing sloop, was the first to 

break away, and scudded to shore escaping damage… 

Some of the Boats damaged:  Greyhound, badly damaged and sank; Motor Boat, sunk and 

damaged, Velvet mast smashed and other damage; Hope badly damaged; Restless turned upside 

down, mast broken; Dinghy demolished.” 

 

A Boating Club without a Harbour  

John Grover’s history paints an excellent summary and context of the evolution of our harbour;  

“Just before the turn of the century an event took place which probably did more than anything 

else to influence the ultimate growth of the Club.  Picture the scene in 1899: the shoreline sloped 

down to the water’s edge in an unbroken sweep from Britannia Bay around to the Lake 

Deschenes rapids; on the exposed point of land the central core of our present clubhouse stood 

starkly alone, in apparent defiance of the elements.  Then came along the Metropolitan Electric 

Company, who saw the potential for converting the fast flowing water into energy and decided to 

embark on a power project. The plan was to build a power house about where the harbour 

entrance is now today and excavate the land downstream to form a canal parallel to the rapids.  

Excavation went ahead, but after a year or so the company ran into financial and legal difficulties 

and the project had to be abandoned. The excavation remained as deserted finger of water, land -

locked at its western end, until it was transformed some 50 years later into the nucleus of our 

present harbour.  

The great significance of this historic event is that if either the canal had never been dug or had 

not been abandoned the harbour would not be in existence today.  And without a harbour the 

club could have never achieved its current stature. There is no doubt whatsoever the aborted 

power plant project was a great gift of destiny to the Britannia Yacht Club.” 
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Below is an 1924 aerial photo showing ice against the the pier and our current clubhouse besides 

our harbour mouth that had not yet been excavated.  Note: 

-  the cribs and attached logbooms for guiding logs over the rapids. 

-  the ice still formed against the pier. 

-  railway and streetcar lines running horizontally across the bottom of the photo.  

-  the ‘waterfall’ where our present harbour entrance is  located.  The water volume over the       

‘falls’ was dependent upon river levels. 

- Mud Lake shows that it was likely once open to the rapids flow. 

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It must have taken an extra dedication to be a boat owner before the harbour was built, knowing 

that with a high westerly and an open 25 mile fetch of river, with your vessel on a mooring barrel 

in front of the Club that your boat was at risk.    

One can only imagine then how much better our boat owners, that first put their boats in our new 

harbour, must have slept when the wind piped up, knowing their boats were well protected.  We 

take a lot for granted.      
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Chapter 8 

BBC’s Competitive Range and Pre-War Zenith   

The Sports Range of the Britannia Boating Club  

It will likely come as a surprise to many members today the diversity of sports the Britannia Boat 

House Club participated in 100 years ago.  

Jean Spear, a member and historian at Britannia wrote:  “Tracing the history of the Club years 

reveals a membership dedicated not only to sailing and aquatic sports, but an athletic 

membership competing on the tennis court, on the football field, basketball court, bowling alleys, 

boxing ring, swimming pool, and billiard table and trying their skills at darts, archery, 

horseshoes, shuffleboard and cards.  

In 1907 we were very active members of the City of Ottawa Carnival Sports Committee and 

participated enthusiastically in the aquatic programme.  We held our swimming Tournament at 

the Britannia Boating Club and events included such challenges as the Tilting Tournament, 

Water Basketball, Log Rolling, and Clothes race. The junior races were open to ‘members’ sons 

only’ so one can presume that the Swimming Tournaments were all male events” 

The Ottawa Citizen reported that on July 5 1893; “…There will be a meeting for the formation of 

a Baseball Club some night this week” and… “The lawn tennis Club is improving the courts, and 

it promises to be a favourite pass time this summer.” 

The following is an excerpt from the equivalent of what we would call today our Club’s ‘Mission 

Statement’ to:  “(a) To encourage and promote all forms of aquatic sports, including paddling, 

rowing, swimming, sailing and motor-boating;  (b) To encourage and promote the games of 

tennis, baseball, basketball, football, and other athletic sports and pastimes; (c) to hold or arrange 

regattas, matches and competitions and to offer and grant or contribute towards the prizes, 

awards and distinctions; (d) To become a member and co-operate with any other associations , 

whether incorporate or not, whose objects are altogether or in part similar to those of the 

Corporation…” 

Jean Spear also commented “It is hard to say whether the diversification of activities produced 

multiple talented athletes or whether the Club’s athletes sought new challenges but there is no 

doubt land sports added immensely to the fun and prowess of countless Club members through 

the years.”  This sports diversity has long since disappeared, but Britannia in this period was 

much more multi sports faceted; a complete Sailing, Rowing and Paddling and Swimming 

Divisions plus a full set of land sports that was probably akin to today’s Ottawa Sport and Social 

Club.  

BBC’s competitiveness did, of course, produce at least one very talented athlete in Frank Amyot, 

and the story of how he fostered his competitive spirit in the Club to win Canada’s only gold at 

Hitler’s Olympics in 1936, is a story that needs to be better understood and appreciated.  
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Moreover, the Club’s results were reported on a very routine basis in the papers of the day.  It 

was the same for all the aquatic results with the Journal regularly reporting who was winning 

races and how the ‘Brits’ were doing against other Clubs.  

Link between Aquatic Sports Range and Club Growth 

Young athletes competing across a variety of aquatic sports and our Club’s financial wellbeing 

may seem at first unrelated, yet this linkage provides an explanation as to why the Club, along 

with the ready access to audiences transported by streetcar, prospered so well after we moved 

into our Clubhouse on the pier.   

The Club’s Board would have been able to offer to Mr. Thomas Ahern a sort of ‘Sports Aquatic 

Drawing Card’ for his street car rider excursionists.  Unfortunately, and as stated before, we will 

probably never really know his decision making process.  It probably just made business sense to 

construct our new Clubhouse on the pier.  

Although the current terminology of a ‘Public, Private, Partnership’ hadn’t been invented yet, 

our Club on the pier provided a bona fide tourist attraction and gave an additional reason, along 

with the steamer stop, and the view at the end of the pier to have Ottawans take the trolley to 

Britannia.  All of our aquatic sporting events we presented were within easy to reach via the 

street cars, and visible from the pier and our new Clubhouse.   

 

Photo showing the magnitude of the crowds that gathered on Britannia Pier 

 

 



106 
 

Britannia’s Aquatic Sports Program Implementation  

It is also remarkable that BBC got really good at managing a full range of aquatic sports events.  

They included the rowing, paddling, sailing and as we will see a full range of aquatic event 

crowd pleasers that we know little about and haven’t been conducted at our Club for 100 years.  

Crowd control must have been a challenge for our Club.  The Club’s financial for these years 

show salary for a ‘gate keeper’, and the Club reportedly sold admittance tickets to apparently 

both competitors and viewers.   

  

 

 

This photo shows the pier with the dance hall in the background.  The table located at the 

entrance to the Club has a white table cloth is likely selling entrance tickets and programs. 
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Cardboard Admittance Tickets from the Archives 

 

One could probably not have made the word ‘conspicuously’ more inconspicuous. 
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A photo of the front of the Club showing the viewing bleachers and the multi-deck levels where 

views could be had. Also note the bunting and the display of electric lights on the eves and 

columns 

BBC’s Aquatic Sports Machine  

Britannia was a big draw and got pretty good at handling the crowds. The following is from the 

Citizen on July 14, 1913.  

“COULDN’T KEEP CROWD AWAY 

All the races were paddled in a steady down pour…the most remarkable part of the regatta was 

the fact that over fifteen hundred people turned out to witness the aquatic battles. They thronged 

the pier until they were chattering in the wind and rain; then followed a rush to the clubhouse 

from which they saw the balance of the exciting card.  Ladies and gents were shower bathed 

through and through but the enthusiasm was there and no one appeared ready to surrender to the 

weather man until darkness began to set in.  Under the circumstances the Britannians deserve all 

kinds of credit for the manner in the way they conducted things.”   
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A programme from August 24, 1907 

Moreover, the viewing activities did not necessarily stop at sundown and there are newspaper 

reports of the war canoe races held at night and tracked by the Club’s searchlight set atop the 

cupola.  It must have been quite a sight while we had the spot light.  
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So how were the ‘Blindfold Race, Clothes Race, Water Baseball and ‘sham battles on barrels’ 

played out?  Unfortunately there are no records in the archives.  

 

A  Water Baseball game from the Aylmer Heritage History Book.  A pitcher appears to be 

throwing a ball in the center left while the two basemen appear at the bow of the canoe. 

The ‘Tilting Tournament’ was probably a water-borne form of jousting such as shown below, but 

with canoes.  There is a note in the papers that the jousting sticks were limited to 15 feet in 

length.    
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Sailing was also promoted as a spectator sport.  A. Tache in his 1908 AGM report stated that;  

“Sailing on our lake is an attraction not only for participants, but for lookers-on.  I think 

everyone will agree that there is nothing prettier than a fleet of sailboats spreading their white 

wings to the breeze.”    

Think about the then spectator’s perspective, the viewing locale of the races was then 1300 ft. 

out in Lake Deschenes, a far better vantage point than we now have from our present Clubhouse. 

Even medium draft boats could easily sail around on both sides of our Clubhouse, as is seen in 

the photo above.  

In summary, it’s a little difficult to understand just how our club was viewed from today’s 

perspective.  Perhaps we were somewhat the equivalent of an amateur aquatic Cirque de Soleil - 

that at the time Ottawans were thrilled to come and see.  

 

 

Bleachers filled for an Aquatic Event 1914 
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A photo from 1910 that shows how packed our clubhouse became, with crowds cramming the 

balconies, bleachers, cupola and windows.  Note the ‘T’ of the pier has been extended in front of 

the clubhouse. 

 

A Call for Water Safety  

The following is the report from the Swimming Division Representative in the 1908 report to the 

AGM. 

“…I am anxious to introduce a subject, though…does not claim particular notice being in close 

unison with all branches of water sports - namely swimming.  

… In a country like this, when the frail and dangerous canoe plays such an important part, not 

only as a source of pleasure during the summer months, but also represents the leading branch of 

water sports, swimming in my mind thinks of it a necessity.  All schools, Public or Private, every 

Athletic body or organization, should have an instructor of swimming.  It is an art which is easily 

accomplished and I venture to predict that with such teaching the percentage of mortality by 

drowning would be reduced to a minimum.  It has come to my knowledge that several of our 

prominent paddlers are unable to swim one stroke, yet they do venture into deep and treacherous 

waters in their little crafts, unprotected from the elements which at times fiercely sweep upon 

them.  Again and again have I heard them spoken of as heroes.  I call no man a hero for the mere 

sake of bubble reputation.   Admitting in such cases pluck and enthusiasm ever powers the better 

part of discretion, I cannot omit to quote the old but truthful adage that “Fools will walk where 

Angels fear to tread.”  
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I am pleased to record that it is the intention of Britannia Boating Club to hold annual swimming 

contests, and I heartily endorse such a wise decision and may be assured that my services and 

assistance are entirely at their disposal.”  

The report is unsigned  

There are perhaps two points to consider from this man’s plea for more water safety.   

The proportion of the Canadian population that could swim was less than today.  No doubt this 

would have contributed to the panic when the Greene’s passengers found themselves in the river 

after the 1911 Queens’ Park pier collapse.  

Also the Swimming Director appears to be making an appeal to try and trump British Victorian 

bravado with some common sense.  One wonders that if more officers had his perspective, 

whether so many of Canada’s youth would fall in the war, which would start in six years hence. 

Sir Arthur Currie probably felt the same way as our Swimming Director.  

 

Diving boards on the pier probably in the 1940s or 1950s.  

Our present club house is visible in the background. 

The following newspaper article puts into perspective just what a driving competitive force our 

Club had evolved - where we would overtake and own Ottawa’s premier land-based athletic 

club.      

Citizen -Sept 18 1913 

BRITANNIANS HAVE DECIDED TO TAKE OVER THE O.A.A.C. 

“The directors of the Britannia Boating Club have sent out notices that they have completed 

arrangements for taking over the upper section of the Ottawa Amateur Athletic Club, which will 
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include the gymnasium, the shower baths, the boxing room, and reading parlours… The 

Britannians have a very large membership; seek the co-operation of their followers.  The social 

end will also be well looked after during the winter and weekly dances will be arranged at a 

suitable hall. … the innovation is likely to prove a great success and will result in winter training 

for the paddlers and oarsmen of the popular lakeside club. 

The billiard room and bowling alley in connection with the O.A.A.C. have already been taken 

over…. Both are flourishing, and the indoor games seem due for a big boom.”  

BBC’s Pre-War Zenith   

In the early summer of 1914, there must have been a sense of accomplishment and satisfaction in 

our Club.  We were thriving.  We were regularly reported on in the press, had good boats for our 

rowers and paddlers, and by now a well-organized sailboat racing fleet.   

With the start of the summer that year, the Ottawa Journal did a full-page spread on the Club 

chronicling the advances from our humble beginnings till then.  

The Ottawa Journal - Saturday June 13 1914   

“A Glance at the Financial Statement of the Britannia Club 

In 1892 and 1914 Shows its Growth 

The present Britannia Boat House Club occupies two club houses at Britannia-on-the Bay, at the 

end of the long pier and the other just above the rapids, the old clubhouse. 

The old building is now used as storage for boats and the convenience of members living close to 

the club. The old building was erected in 1893 and the club moved to the new building, erected 

by the Ottawa electric Company, in 1906.  The club occupies the new clubhouse at an annual 

rental.  The old clubhouse is owned by the club, which is an incorporate stock company. 

A glance at the financial statement and property owned by the Club since its formation will 

prove interesting:” 

1892  1914  

Club house, one room at old mill  Two Clubhouses  

  Old Club, three story , 56’by 

40’ 

New clubhouse , three storey, 

75’by 90’ 

 

one war canoe, the Whiskers  

 

 five war canoes, six singles, 

five fours, one eight –oared 

shell, two fours, one double, 
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one single, four working 

boats  

35 members  600 members (limited)  

Revenue for year  $330 Revenue for year   $4,000 

Expenditure  $245 Expenditure $4,000 

Surplus $85   

Everything, of course, was about to change 15 days later on 28 June 1914, when Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand of Austria was assassinated in Sarajevo, with what was known as the "shot heard 

round the world", setting an inexorable course towards the Great War.  

Britannia’s remarkable accomplishment success in becoming Ottawa’s dominant center of 

athleticism and a showcase of aquatic display was fuelled by the competitive spirit and energy of 

young men.  As the dog days of the summer of 1914 passed, it must have become increasingly 

evident to those men that war was becoming inevitable and that personal duty would call almost 

all of them to volunteer.   

There must have been a sense of foreboding at our Club that summer, when members began to 

realize that not only would our young men start to become absent as they started to volunteer, but 

that the activities in which they participated, that drew so many to our bleachers just could no 

longer be filled.  

 

Ken Slater, on his new boat,’Skipper’,  

in the summer of 1914, enjoying an early evening sail with 3 friends. 
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We can only surmise the topics of conversation taking place in Skipper’s cockpit: the 

inevitability of the pending war, the weighing of their options, and for which service they would 

volunteer.  

Soon it would become apparent that the boys would not be home for Christmas.  Our Club was 

about to find out that almost everything that could go wrong, did go wrong.   
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/?spot=22336261#spot=22336261
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Chapter 9 

Britannia Boating Club 

The War Years 1914-1918 

Diving Death  

The war years got off to an ominous start with an article on Aug 18, 1914, with the lead line in 

the Citizen; “Broken Neck Cause Bruce Ketchum’s End” announcing the findings of a jury over 

a death on the Pier. 

“Jury Urges That Use of Diving Tower Be Dispensed With. 

We find that James B. Ketchum came to his death on August 10, 1914 at the county of Carleton 

General Hospital from injuries received at Britannia Pier by the falling off a tower from which he 

was diving. We find that the boys were careless in the use of the tower and that the directors of 

the club should have taken precautions knowing that the tower had upset on previous occasions. 

We would recommend that the tower be dispensed with…  

The first witness was the caretaker of the club William Dempster, who built the tower.  He stated 

that when it was first erected it was built in such a manner that it would safely support one or two 

persons on the top, but if five or six boys were standing on it at one time he considered it 

unsafe… 

Dr. Foster, the physician who was summoned to attend Ketchum when he was brought into the 

Britannia Clubhouse, stated the deceased’s neck was the cause of his death…two directors of the 

Britannia Boating Club stated that in their opinion the tower was safe so long as it was not 

overcrowded but when many divers were on it at one time that had been known it to rock and 

shake”  

General Effects of the War  

Don Kirby’s Historical sketch described the effect of the outbreak of war. “…The good days of 

the Club were drawing to a close as it was 1914 and, when war was declared in August, the 

enlistment of members began to affect the Club’s activities.  Over 500 members were at one time 

or another on active service during the four years.  There were no members of the Sailing 

Division left who were eligible for service and activity was carried on by a few older members 

and a number of young people.  From an article Don wrote in the 1918 edition of Yachting 

Magazine;  “…out of about a total membership of about ninety the Sailing Division has given 

fifty-two of its members to the cause of freedom (on service).  Of the forty left there is not one 

eligible for service overseas, all of them being either above or below military age, married men, 

or men who have been pronounced medically unfit for active service.”  

Sailing 1915  

There were however enough members to carry on sailing. 
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The Ottawa Journal 1915 on July 29:    

The Civic Holiday Cruise to Constant Bay 

“LARGE NUMBER OF BOATS WILL GO TO CONSTANT BAY 

Sailing division of Britannia decided Not to Hold a Race and 

the event Will be an Over-The-Holiday Cruise. 

“….The committee decided to change this to a cruise instead of having a race the same as last 

year.  This was done so that any person who could not get away with the others would not be left 

out of it.  The slower boats are more apt to have company up the river under the new 

arrangement as the various craft will be leaving Britannia at various times during the day…” 

The paper subsequently reported on the voyage.  At least the War didn’t entirely dampen our 

sense of humor: 

“Eight Boats Took part in The Trip 

…Fine weather and good winds favoured the Britannia sailors on the second annual cruise to 

Constant Bay last Saturday…George Gardner says the Maple Leaf were the toughest bunch of 

guys in the camp, because they raided the Nushka about 1:30 Sunday morning, much to the rage 

of Messrs. Gardner, Saunders, and Birkley, who were wrapped in sweet slumbers on board. 

There was a camp of girls down the beach a piece.  Accordingly Leigh Capreol and Blyth 

Harvey did not spend much time with the bunch from Britannia.  Mr. Blackadar says the blue 

berries at Constant Bay are fine.  After spending about an hour and a half picking them he 

arrived in camp with the large sum of two. 

Dr. Booth issued a writ against A. Sharp for damaging the bowsprit of Ti-Coq 2 with his 

head…”  

The Storm of September 1915 revisited   

Although the newspaper reports were noted in Chapter 7, Don Kirby’s comments puts this 

destruction into a wartime perspective:  “In 1915 a most severe storm hit the Lake in mid-

September and waves washed drifting logs over the pier where the Club craft were moored.  The 

slips broke up and all the boats piled up in a heap in the whirlpool caused by the waves behind 

the pier.  Practically all of the boats were damaged.  Dr. Higginson’s motor boat disappeared and 

was never seen again, despite the efforts of divers.  This was another hard knock for an infant 

yachting group which was struggling to get ahead.”  

Sailing 1916  

From Don Kirby’s history; “The few members that were still in Ottawa during the War carried 

on as best they could and, in fact, the first organized Club cruise took place over the Labour Day 

weekend of 1916.  It was to Armitages wharf and was such a success that Colonel Long donated 

a cup for the race to Armitages, to be held on Labour Day weekend.  For many years these 
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cruises were to continue and were the highlight of the Club season.  From 1917 they were mixed 

affairs, complete with chaperones, Baskens’ Landing one and a half miles beyond Armitages was 

the rallying point.”   

The Loss of the G.B. Greene   

The front page of the Journal July 27, 1916 ran a story accusing the Germans of using poisoned 

shell at the front, but on that day a local story of the loss of the Greene was the headline. The 

front page headline ran; 

“Fire Broke Out Suddenly About 1 O’Clock This morning While the Boat Tied to Dock - Crew 

Forced to take to water; retreat by Dock Cut Off; Men helped Save Woman Cook. 

Flames Cut Hawser, Boat Swung Into Stream; 

In Short Time the Historic boat was a Charred mass 

The Steamer G. B. Geene known to thousands in Ottawa, was burned to the waters’ edge at its 

dock at Quyon between 1 and 2 o’clock this morning.  Four of the crew were burned to death. 

The victims are; George Bryant, of Mattawa, 

Oscar LaPierre of Quyon, towman. 

Jos. Guerin, deck hand, of Aylmer. 

Stevenson, of Black Bay, Eardley, deck hand. 

How the fire broke out no one knows. 

The crew of eight men and a woman were sleeping on the boat.  

According to the story told by Captain Chartier, who by the way lives at Aylmer, the crew were 

suddenly awakened about 1 o’clock by the sound of fire roaring.  They were hardly awake before 

the fire was sweeping widely over the whole boat and they could hardly see for the dense smoke.  

The fire was all on the dock side of the boat cutting off their escape in that direction.  

The editorial went on to say; 

“When news of the burning of the “Greene” reached the city this morning it spread like wildfire 

and half an hour after the receipt of the message it was the chief topic of conversation. 

Thousands of Ottawans used the boat every season, hundreds having summer homes along the 

river and the “Greene” was in most instances the quickest and most convenient means of 

transportation. 

The burning of the “Greene” recalls the memorable Aylmer wharf disaster of five years ago, 

when several persons lost their lives when the wharf collapsed when an excursion crowd packed 

it as the “Greene” was coming in from Lac Deschenes… The boat was in great demand for 

moonlight excursions.  The 43 regiment band had arranged such a trip for to-morrow night”    
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A gruesome photo showing the location of the fatalities 

 

The remains of the Greene, showing the two stacks, walking beam and the remains of a paddle-

wheel 
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BBC’s War Effort  

We get a sense of the Club’s contributions to the war effort through a scrapbook that was created 

by Florence (Floss) Westman, who was a Ladies Associate Member at our Club, and is posted 

on-line by University of Victoria Archives.  

Her scrapbook, personally titled, "My Chronicle of the War," covers during and just after the 

First World War.  Many items in the scrapbook relate to her family's involvement in organizing 

entertainment of the soldiers, including programs for sporting events, theatre and concert 

performances, and church services.   

Floss was actively involved in the Soldier’s Service Club, participating in fundraising 

performances and other services.  In 1916 she started putting together her scrapbook of her 

experience during the war from which the following is taken.  

 

 Poster promoting a soldiers’ carnival at Britannia, 
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Times change.  While an acceptable entertainment theme at the time,  

this poster and the show  would not now be considered appropriate.  

 

Her scrapbook offers a unique perspective from the Homefront – offering a glimpse into the life 

of a young, Canadian woman, and providing evidence of how her family and community were 

affected by war. 

Floss, in her early 20s in 1916 undertook the promotion and organization of our Club’s Annual 

Regatta. 
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While the events appear to follow those held in peacetime, one can only imagine the level of 

competition must have been somewhat lower with most of the Club’s young men that, by now, 

were away at war.  

Note that the Boy Scouts were preforming the majority of the ‘entertainment’ activities.  Some of 

these activities; the Gunwale race (jumping on the gunwales of a canoe and propelling it 

forward) and the Greasy Pole (trying to walk out on a greased horizontal pole till you fall of) can 
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be seen on the web.  The others such as the Hurry Scurry, Tub Race, Surf-riding, etc., are lost to 

history         

Shown below is the Program for our July 22
nd

 1916 Regatta 

 

Recruiting On the Pier  

As the war dragged on and causalities mounted, Britannia Pier was used as a recruitment station.    

The following is taken from the website 

https://britanniaottawa.wordpress.com/2017/01/31/britannia-at-war-wwi-the-207th/ 

https://britanniaottawa.wordpress.com/2017/01/31/britannia-at-war-wwi-the-207th/
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“The decision to call up the 207th as a new Battalion had been announced on Feb 8, 1916. The 

news may not have been as electrifying as first hoped as the announcement came alongside the 

first pictures of the smoking ruins of the Parliament Buildings which had just burned down; 

Bringing the battalion up to strength proved difficult as by 1916 the War had already sucked up a 

lot of the local men of fighting age. This forced Colonel MacLean to adopt some novel tactics, 

including buying four motor cars so officers could to travel to remoter locales, a recruiting office 

(Kiosk?) at/on Britannia Pier, and wilder ideas which were not even tried. 
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The 207th finally left Ottawa about Jan 20th, 1917;  rather a long wait for those who had signed 

up almost a year earlier.  They arrived in Amherst NS in early Feb in preparation to board ship 

and depart for Europe.  Immediate departure was so imminent that they did not even bring their 

rifles; and then they waited, and waited and waited. 

Just when departure seemed assured scarlet fever broke out in the unit and on Mar 1st the entire 

battalion was quarantined.  Two weeks later a mumps epidemic swept through the ranks, then 

measles and black diphtheria a week after that; the Front must have started to look safer than 

Nova Scotia, or at least healthier. 

Finally they left for Halifax on May 28th, set sail on June 2nd, and on June 11th it was revealed 

that the 207th had arrived safely in England.  At which point the Battalion was immediately 

broken up and used to fill out the ranks of other units needing replacements, such as the 2nd 

Battalion, The Princess Patricia’s Light Infantry among others. 

The 207th never saw action and was disbanded on Apr 11, 1918”.  

Racing During the War Years 

The BBC raced continuously throughout the war years.  Judging from Blackadar’s scrapbook, all 

our aces were all reported on in detail by the papers.  Perhaps this was done as a diversion to the 

growing horrors of the Great War and to off-set the gruesome full-page spread causality lists that 

were now becoming routinely printed in the papers.  

The following is a typical newspaper clipping from Blackadar’s Scrapbook on June 22, 1917 

“Sloops Get Away 

The sloops starting ten minutes later were so close together (at the start) that the Restless luffed 

the Velvet and the Riona off course making them jibe over and come again to the line.  

Blackadar of the Caleroo got away first, but was passed by the Restless, both in turn being 

passed by the Riona. These three boats hung closely together, making several tacks, until by the 

time the Fraser Mill Buoy was reached had overtaken all the dinghies except Frank Blackadar. 

The Riona rounded first and filled away for the Rocky Point Buoy run, followed by the Caleroo 

and Restless. These two tried balooners, the Riona keeping to plain sail.  However the wind 

seemed too much head for this sail although the run down from Rocky Point were used to good 

advantage…”  

The ‘New’ Clubhouse Fire -  The Ottawa Journal August 30 1918   

It was a sad day that the paper announced the loss of the ‘new’ Clubhouse by fire. 
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“The clubhouse of the Britannia Boating Club at Britannia-on-the Bay, along with about 200 

canoes and many thousands of dollars of personal belongings of the members of the club, were 

destroyed by fire in less than three-quarters of an hour on Thursday afternoon.  The origin of the 

blaze is as yet unknown, but is believed it was started by a lighted cigarette butt carelessly 

thrown in through the window of one of the lavatories by someone passing on the pier.  The total 

loss is estimated at approximately $50,000.  And the greater portion of this about $30,000 is 

suffered by the Ottawa Electric Railway Company. 

The loss to the Ottawa Electric Company however, is pretty well covered by insurance, as is also 

the loss to the Britannia Boating Club., which is estimated by President T.A. Burgess at about 

$6,000. 

The fire started at about 4.40 o’clock.  It was first noticed by Edward McMillan, a member of the 

club who was sitting at the railing of the pier and William Dompierre, caretaker of the club. 

Fire spread rapidly 

Immediately upon detection of a small curl of smoke and flame near one of the lavatories in the 

north side of the clubhouse, lower floor, McMillan rushed to man the line of hose which was 

attached to a standpipe for fire protection.  The fire must have been smouldering for some time, 

however, before it was noticed, for before McMillan and the caretaker Dompierre had time to 

play the hose effectively on the spot where the fire was first noticed, the whole north end of the 

clubhouse burst into flames, and in less than five minutes the large ball-room on the upper floor 

was blazing fiercely. 

A pretty stiff north-west wind was blowing and it soon became evident that the efforts to save 

the club house were futile.  However, a telephone message to the Ottawa Fire Department was 

sent in, and in 15 minutes, the chemical motor pump from No. 2 station with a crew of seven 

men in charge of Captain Potvin were on the scene. 

Burned to the Water’s Edge 

In half and hour the clubhouse had been burned to the water’s edge and one hundred feet of pier 

destroyed.  
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The clubhouse was an all wood structure and the wood was very dry.  It burned fiercely, the 

flames shooting high into the air, making the blaze a spectacular one. The heat from the fire was 

intense, especially when the flames reached the racks in the lower quarters.  There was 

absolutely no chance for the few members of the club, or the care-taker…to save any of the 

canoes or furnishings.  

They did however succeed in cutting lose all the sail boats and motor boats, except one of the 

latter, which was anchored to the pier. The lake was very rough and these boats drifted far away 

from the burning club house. 

The motor boat which was burning was owned by Rudolph Pelisek, a well-known orchestra 

leader.  It drifted out among the other boats and for a while it was feared that it might carry the 

fire to them.  Mr. Pelisek however, got into the water in a bathing suit and with assistance kept 

the boat away from the others.  All that was left of it was the tin shell and the engine.   

Another launch, owned by Frank Riddle and Walter Taylor, valued at $300 was completely 

destroyed when the fire reached the gasoline tank. 

Members loss $12,000 

The 200 pleasure canoes, the personal property of the club, were valued at on the average $50 

each, thus the loss in pleasure canoes will be about $10,000.  In addition to this there was a great 

deal of other personal belongings of the members, such as clothing, gramophones, etc.  It is 

estimated that the aggregate loss in personal belongings of the members will be $12,000, and 

very little of this will be covered by insurance.  It is borne however by about 200 members, many 

of whom are overseas. 

Some Personal Losses 

The heaviest loss of personal belongings was Mr. Guy Boyce who estimated his loss at about 

$800.  Losses to the other members range from $10 to $100.  Edward McMillan, who made the 

first attempt to fight the fire, was also a heavy loser.  In addition to the $80 in cash which was in 

one of pockets of a suit of clothes in his locker, he lost about $100 worth of property. ….. 

Help From the G.B. Green (??) 

 When the fire broke out, the river boat “G.B.Green” was anchored on the north side of the river, 

just off Deschenes.  It was under steam, however, and the captain immediately rushed the boat to 

the end of Britannia pier where, with his crew, he stretched a line of hose and used the engine of 

the boat to pump water.   The assistance by this crew was a great deal in keeping the flames from 

reaching the gasoline room.  The firemen from the Ottawa Fire Department also put up a gallant 

fight, but the flames were beyond control when they arrived at the blaze.  Had it not been for 

their efforts however, it is likely that the wooden section of the pier, with the bathing houses and 

sail boats would have burned….. The lightning spread of the fire is probably accountable for the 

fact that several score of Victrola records were not far from where the fire was first noticed… 
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All Trophies destroyed 

Practically all the Britannia Boating Club trophies were in the club and these were also 

destroyed…this is a considerable loss particularly by the older members and officers of the Club, 

as among these trophies were some of the first won by the club in stiff contests.  

Erected in 1906 

The Britannia Boating Club was built by the Ottawa Electric Railway Company, Mr. T. Ahern 

stated on Thursday night, about 15 years ago and was leased to the Britannia Boating Club.  The 

contract price for the clubhouse alone was $20,000.  But there was also a large section of the pier 

destroyed.  Mr. Ahern stated that the loss to the O.E.R. is pretty well covered by insurance.  He 

would not say anything as to the probability of rebuilding the club at present.” 

Below is the only known photo of the fire.  This photo was taken from the northern end of the 

‘T’ in the pier looking towards the southwest, with the wind blowing the smoke towards the 

shore and the beach.  Note: This photo was likely taken fairly early in the fire, as the clubhouse 

has not been consumed, the fire has not yet spread to the pier and the boats haven’t been cut 

away.   Also;  

- The second story (dance floor) is being consumed and must have been pretty well gone   

by the time this photo was taken. 

- Two men are untying a motorboat below the walkway.  

- Also note the fairly low August water level shown by the dark water markings on the 

pilings.   
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The aftermath. All that remains is the structural steel. Our burgee is still flying at the masthead 

of a boat on the other side of the pier. 

 

The Fire and the Start of a Life-long friendship  

Tom Fuller and Ralph (Binnie) Sneyd then young boys and living in the Village, saw the smoke 

and came running to the club to see what was going on and help in cutting the boats away. They 

met while running to the club and became life-long friends.    

 

The War’s Toll  

David Kirby finished his 1918 article in Yachting Magazine with: “The club also has been struck 

heavily by the hand of death.  Ten of its members overseas have been killed and Mr. Jack 

Hickson, who was untiring in his efforts to promote the sport of sailing, succumbed to an attack 

of pneumonia this fall.   

Killed in Action 

J. Cunningham 

N.S. Macdonald 

C. Saunders 

R.W. Nichols 

U. Seguin 

R. Stata 
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D. Masson 

G. Masson 

W. Salton 

S. McDonald 

 

Prisoner of War 

Ken Slater 

 

Kirby’s Yachting magazine article gave the 51 names of the Sailing Division Members that 

served in the war.  Canada’s overall fatality rate of its servicemen and women was 10%.  Thus 

the BBC’s Sailing Division suffered double that rate at some 20%.  

 

The Kirby article also mentioned;  “…Over 500 members
14

 (of the overall club) were at one time 

or another on active service during the four years.  There is unfortunately no record of the names 

of these members or of casualties.  In 1918 the Club unveiled a service flag, about 12’ x 24’ with 

one large maple leaf in the centre with a block letters showing the enlistment.  Unfortunately no 

photo or copy of this flag can be found in the archives.   

 

To close off this chapter is a photo below of a poem as a guide on how troops were supported in 

WW1 from Floss’ scrapbook.  . 

                                                           
14

 The Club had only some 600 members listed by the summer of 1914. 



133 
 

 

 

 

  



134 
 

Chapter 10 

POSTCRIPT 

The Resurrection of the G.B. Greene 

So how did the G.B. Greene come to our Club’s fire in 1918, if she had been destroyed by fire 

two years earlier in 1916?  Was there a mistake in the reporting?  

In the early 1950s Mr. Booth, the manager of the Upper Ottawa Improvement Company paid the 

Club a visit and mentioned that the G.B. Greene  “…was almost destroyed by fire…The ship was 

rebuilt in 1918 and spent the remaining years of her life pulling logs down the river.”    

Presumably after the fire, her owners concluded that her steel hull, cast iron boiler and engines 

and paddle-wheels could be salvaged, and put her back in service as a tug to fulfill the timber 

requirements for the war effort.  So it seems that was the good old Greene that assisted in 

fighting our fire.  

Mr. Booth presented the Club with the ship’s wheel of the G.B. Pattee II.  It is believed to be the 

ship’s wheel now under the glass table in our boardroom. 

Destruction by Fire 

It is difficult today to comprehend how much fire dictated the lives of the citizens of Ottawa a 

century ago.  The following is a summary from ‘Wikipedia’ and ‘Today in Ottawa’s History’.   

1870  

On August 17, a work gang clearing a right-of-way along the railway between Pakenham and 

Almonte set brush on fire along the tracks. With a strong wind blowing from the south, the fire 

quickly got out of control and spread into the neighbouring woods. It could not be contained and 

by 19 August, 2,000 people were homeless. 

Powerful updrafts sent burning branches and embers high into the air.  Caught by a southerly 

gale, the blaze jumped across the Britannia Rapids on the Ottawa River to the Quebec side. 

There, the fire quickly made its way through the woods of central Hull on a front four miles 

wide, heading north. 

In Ottawa, as the fire approached, the dam at Dow’s Lake was ordered to be breached. A torrent 

of water up to 300 yards wide coursed its way down today’s Preston Street to the Ottawa River. 

This water barrier combined with a subsidence of the winds effectively halted the advancing 

flames saving Ottawa from catastrophe. 

1900 

On April 26, a defective chimney on a house in Hull caught fire, which quickly spread between 

the wooden houses due to windy conditions to the large lumber companies, and huge amounts of 

stacked lumber that quickly ignited.  Two thirds of Hull was destroyed.  The fire also spread 
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across the Ottawa River, carried by wind borne embers and destroyed a large swath of western 

Ottawa from the Lebreton Flats south to Dow's Lake.  

 

The Parliament Buildings, the Greene, and the BBC 

In February 1916 the Parliament Building burned and it has been suggested it may have been 

caused by German saboteurs.  

As for the Greene’s fire in 1916, the cause was not determined, and the enquiry concentrated 

more on the location of sleeping quarters to allow safe escape.   

There is a curious note in the Citizen dated Aug 6, 1906 that noted that precautions against fire 

were taken to protect the BBC Clubhouse;  “The new Britannia Clubhouse has completed the 

installation of a new and up-to-date system of fire protection, new pipes, hose and fire 

extinguishers are to be seen throughout the building, and a fire could not possibly gain headway 

enough to do any appreciable damage.”    

So if a cigarette flipped into a washroom caused the loss of our clubhouse in 1918, how did it 

spread so quickly that it could not be fought by the caretaker and club members on hand that 

afternoon?  This is a mystery that will likely remain unsolved forever. 

BBC’s Broken Business Model 

Don Kirby in his historical sketch noted that the “The ravages of war wrecked all hopes of a 

continuation of the good times enjoyed before the war.   Fate had another punch for the Club.  

On August 29
th

, 1918, the Clubhouse on the pier was entirely destroyed by fire, together with all 

the equipment, trophies, records etc., this was the final touch and members returned to civilian 

life after demobilization they found no old haunts to return to and many drifted off to other clubs 

and different forms of summer activity.”   

The fires were a double blow. There was now no steamer to draw excursionists to the pier, not 

much of a pier left, and no clubhouse from which to preform to the crowds.   

Clearly it made no sense to Ahern to rebuild the clubhouse with his insurance claim.  Indeed 

even before the War’s end, he wanted to make changes to the street car fares.  Presumably if he 
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couldn’t make money from passenger volume, he needed to do it with a price increase.  A 

headline in the Journal on Oct 30, 1918 stated: 

“BRITANNIA LINE NOW AROUSED OVER FARE BOOST 

There will be plenty of opposition to the Proposal 

of O.E.R. to Boost Rates When it Comes 

Before Railway Commission” 

Further Reading  

If the reader wishes to further explore the social history of Ottawa, you may wish to read the 

following books by Sandra Gwyn. ‘The Private Capital - Ambition and Love in the Age of 

Macdonald and Laurier’, that chronicles life in Ottawa during the time of the Boer War and 

‘Tapestry of War’ does so during the Great War.  Sandra was my sister and she and her husband, 

Richard Gwyn, were members and sailed out of BYC from the 1950s through the 1980s.   

Thank You  

Compiling this historical amalgam would not have been possible without the now available 

newspaper web search tools and accessing BYC’s Archives.  Cataloging and organizing our 

history is an unrecognized and unrewarded task.  We lost a great deal of our early history in the 

1918 fire, thus it is truly important that what remains is properly safeguarded.  We should all be 

thankful to a few members that have taken on this task, namely; Beverly Brown and Grace 

Midgley as the custodians’ of our paper history and Gail Brooman for organizing the multitude 

of slides that document our photo history.  No doubt I am missing other contributors to this effort 

and for that I apologize.  I also wish to thank David Burke and Jill McCloskey for their editorial 

prowess.   

Legacy  

By the end of the war, our Club still had some tough days ahead, a bankruptcy, the dirty-thirties, 

and another war.  Yet we survived and, after about 50 years as a full-fledged yacht club managed 

to surpass our 1914 zenith.  There are lessons to be learned from this time period.  

Never to take success for granted.  In the spring of 1914, the club’s future looked clear and 

bright.  Optimism must have abounded, and yet by August, it was unwinding as all members 

must have recognized that War was inevitable.  They just didn’t know how bad it would be, nor 

how dear a price our Club would pay.   

We should be mindful that any clubs’ future is dependent upon its ability to retain younger 

members.  It was youth that gave our Club exuberance during this period, and that vitality 

evaporated when they went away to war.  

Perhaps the greatest legacy of this 23 year period was to leave us with the inspiration that 

Britannia should always be reaching for something better than we already are. 
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The Britannia Boating Club Memorial Park  

In 1946, a group of Member got together, pooled their money, and bought the property at 

Baskins’ Beach for $700, which they named the Britannia Boating Club Memorial Park 

(BBCMP) for; “the express purpose of acquiring and developing a parcel of land as an up-river 

park in memory of those members of the Club who have fallen in the Empire’s Wars”. 

The BBCMP is for the use of all Britannia members, and the related insurance costs, taxes and 

fees are paid by the Club.  However, to safeguard the site for future generations, the BBCMP’s 

ownership remains a separate legal entity, under the care of mostly long-term members.  

War memorials are usually constructed in public areas by various levels of governments. 

Britannia has one of the very few, and perhaps the only, Memorial erected by a private entity to 

honor its own war dead.  Our Memorial Carin is unique because it lies inconspicuously near a 

grove on our property, in the middle of our cruising ground.  It is a very personal place to honour 

our guys who never made it home.  

It is a tragic irony that our section of Baskins, which has been used by Britannia members as a 

recreation destination for the Civic and Labour Day weekends since our Club’s inception, is a 

place where they never got to enjoy again.   

Canada, then a country of 8 million, lost 60,661 men and women in the Great War.  One in ten 

Canadians that went overseas in the Great War did not come home.  The ten men we lost from 

our Sailing Division was double the national average.    

 

Final Word 

Let us leave the last words to Ed Miall on reflecting on ending his 51 years of sailing on Lake 

Deschenes;  He simply said; “I figured the time had come.  It ended the Delta saga - 1901 to 

1952 - a brimful of happy memories.  What more could a man ask?”  

 

 

 

 


