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FOREWORD 
 
 
 

This issue of Full & By is devoted 
primarily to the publication of the 

2011 Annual Report from each Director, 
except that of the Commodore. 

 
 
 

The Commodore’s Report 
will be delivered at the 

2011 Annual General Meeting. 
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NOTICE OF 2011 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
And 

BRITANNIA YACHT CLUB FOUNDATION MEETING 
 
Take notice that a meeting of the BYC Foundation and the Annual General Meeting of the Britannia Yacht 
Club for the purpose of receiving the report of the Commodore; the audited financial statement; and the 
reports of the Auditors for the past fiscal year; the election of Officers and Directors for the ensuing year; the 
appointment of the Auditors for the year 2012, and any other Yacht Club business as may be properly 
brought before the meeting will be held in the Clubhouse on Wednesday, December 14, 2011. 
 
SCHEDULE 
      1700 HRS -      BAR OPENS 
      1800 HRS.      BYCF MEETING 
      1900 HRS – PROMPTLY  - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
Dated at Ottawa this 18th day of September 2011 
Mr. David Burke 
Honorary Secretary 
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Vice Commodore’s Annual Report 

 

 
 
 

by – Phil Moorman, Harbourmaster 

 
This year has seen quite a lot of activity in the harbour and by all accounts 

another great sailing season! 
We had another successful launch this year and on behalf of all boat owners 

I would like offer a big thanks to the launch crew bosses; Andrew Furey, Roger 
Woeller, Kim Moffat and Kirk Robertson and their crews for making this a safe 
and efficient launch! We will be calling upon them again to assist with haulout. 

Water levels continue to challenge sailing clubs on the lake, the Club’s 
harbour gates were installed this spring due to high water levels on the river 
and since mid-summer we have been experiencing low water levels for a 
second year in a row.  

The ‘Boat Handling’ project is moving along nicely! The hydraulic trailer is 
on-site and has been used several times to move boats in the yard. With the 
aid of a consulting engineering firm we have built a huge concrete base for the 
fixed crane which will be installed early September near the Dinghy Shed.  

This fall will be a transition year in terms of Haulout. Boats over 12,000 lbs. 
will continue to be hauled out by mobile cranes; no change there. For boats 
under 12,000 lbs. we will use a combination of mobile cranes and our new fixed 
crane. We will be working out the logistics of haulout over the next few weeks; 
you should see details on the process shortly. 

In conjunction with the Youth and House & Grounds Directors we are 
expanding our eco-friendly practices at BYC! This will include the use of waste 
disposal areas around the harbour, which will have garbage, paper and bottle 
bins. These will replace the old blue bins as of next week. Please help out and 
use the new recycle bins. 

As you know we have been emphasising safety a lot these past few years. 
Based on a recommendation from the Safety Officer we have installed harbour 
emergency ladders throughout the harbour just in case someone was to fall into 
the drink.  

In response to queries from the Power Boat Owners the club will continue 
with upgrades to the “T” dock in the Lagoon this coming summer.  
 For those who are new to the Club and those working on your boats we 
have designated drop off spots for toxic substances. Please deposit paint, 
batteries, solvents etc. at the Dinghy Shed or at the Bruce Shed for disposal. If 
you would like to dispose of expired flares, just drop them off at the office.  
A Special General Meeting will be called shortly to present to the membership a 
‘Multiyear harbour maintenance program’. This program is needed to address 
outstanding harbour and yard deficiencies and the ongoing maintenance needs 
of the harbour. The board has approved the proposal which would see a 5-year 
commitment to capital projects in the harbour. These projects, such as harbour 
wall repairs, require capital funding as they would not normally be paid for by 
the operating budget. The benefit of a multiyear commitment is clear; we 
reduce the risk to yachts, members and the harbour associated with 
deteriorating harbour infrastructure; we increase the value of a key resource, 
the harbour, and we can stay on top of projects such as repairs to harbour walls 
that are of a multiyear nature. 
 
 
 
 

Britannia Yacht Club 
2777 Cassels Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 
K2B 6N6 

Ph: (613) 828-5167 
Fax: (613) 828-5168 

Email: info@byc.ca 
Web Site: http://www.byc.ca 

Manager: Paul Moore 
Accountant: Mark Walton 

Harbour Manager: Andrew Furey 
♦♦♦♦ 

2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Commodore Konrad Lewinski 
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     Fleet Captain Wendy Smith 
 

HONORARY MEMBERS 
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Howland Russell 
Honorary Secretary 

David Burke 
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Full & By is the official newsletter 
of the Britannia Yacht Club, and 
will be published 6 times this year. 
Full & By - definition from 
Cruising and Ocean Racing by 
Martin, Irving and Others, Volume 
XV, 1934: “Sailing as close to the 
wind as possible with every sail 
full.” 
Editor & Publisher:     Joan Yuile 
Production Coordinator: 
                             Beverley Brown 
Advertising :       (613) 828-5167 
 
Please submit articles in unfor-
matted electronic form in 
Microsoft Word to 

joannbob@rogers.com 
 
Typed or handwritten articles 
should be submitted to the office. 
All articles must be received by 
the deadline. 
 

Deadline for next issue - Oct. 18. 

mailto:joannbob@rogers.com
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Rear Commodore’s Annual Report 
 

 
by – Kelly Lyon, Projects 

 

 H ello to all - and here comes Fall. I hope your sailing season was one of the best yet! 
It’s been a quieter year in the BYC project world, but a very important one insofar as planning for some of the 

larger, more daunting capital tasks ahead of us. Some of the highlights this year were: 
Docks: 

It’s hard not to notice the impressive new fleet of docks that have found a home in the harbour. This project 
has been hugely successful and the Club is currently taking orders for another new pod planned for the Spring 
of 2012. If you’re tired of swinging on ropes and would love to have one of your own, kindly contact our Club 
Manager, Paul Moore, to make arrangements for purchase. 
Crane: 

I’ll refer you to the detailed report from our Vice Commodore & Harbour Master, Phil Moorman, on this 
exciting harbour project. 
BYC Clubhouse Rehabilitation Project: 

 This is the biggie that’s been occupying the majority of my tenure as Projects Director. 
With the support of the Board of Directors, the BYC Planning Committee my Project Team has undertaken 

the initial planning steps for a phased approach to the rehabilitation of the Clubhouse. Working in tandem with 
the Engineering firm of Buchan Lawton Parent (building envelope specialists) the Clubhouse rehabilitation is 
anticipated to take place in five phases over a sequence of years  
Phase 1 – West Elevation & Podium (2011-2012) 
Phase 2 – East Elevation - Tennis Court Wall & New Main Entrance 
Phase 3 – Tower @ Manager’s Office 
Phase 4 – Remainder of North Elevation - Tennis Viewing Podium and Winding Stair 
Phase 5 – Remainder of South Elevation - Old Main Entrance 

The rehabilitation will follow the outline of the Master Plan for the Clubhouse which was prepared in 2008 by 
the Long Term Planning Committee, with some minor architectural revisions anticipated to reflect the current 
state of the building.  

Planning for Phase I is our main focus this year. Preliminary Estimates are forecast to be approximately 
$213,280. By the time you read this, the Tender Call will have been issued which will further help us to refine 
our financial forecast. We are hoping for an enthusiastic response from the vendors in the marketplace. 

Implementation of Phase I is dependent on the presentation and approval of the final detailed budget and 
options for financing. Final approval will be solicited from the Planning & Finance Committees, the Board of 
Directors, and you - our club members - at an SGM tentatively being scheduled in October once the final results 
of the Tender process and recommendations from our team of Engineers, are in. 

Should Phase I of this project win approval, it is anticipated that construction will begin early November and 
will be complete prior to the end of January 2012.  A portion of the project site will remain closed to members 
until construction is complete. 
BYC Clubhouse Renovations - Phases II to V 

With planning for Phase I of the Clubhouse renovations progressing well, I am working closely with the Long 
Term Planning Committee as we look ahead to what the scope and timelines will be for Phases II to V of this 
enormous project. Phase I will provide us with a blueprint of what to expect in the phases that come next. We 
are being careful to follow the footsteps of the planning teams that have gone before us so that we don’t end up 
reinventing the wheel! 

Our Clubhouse has stood for 125 years, but it’s no secret to anyone that, like the rest of us, she is being 
brought to her knees by age. We need to make the right decisions now to help her get back on her feet so she 
stands proudly for the next 125 years. 
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Fleet Captain’s Annual Report  
 
 

by – Wendy Smith 

 

  As my first sailing season as Fleet Captain draws to a close I realize I can’t begin to cover all of the 
volunteer efforts and sailing highlights of the season in this annual report. There have been so many events and 
adventures this year that I’m quite sure some will be overlooked, I apologize in advance if I’ve missed 
highlighting your event. Those of you who have run aground this season and won’t be named here can thank 
me later! 

The sailing season was kicked off in April with another very successful Women & Wind event hosted by 
Britannia.  Jane Almond and Catherine Radatus coordinated a very well attended and informative event. 
Requests to local experienced sailors to host sessions were readily accepted, both from BYC and NSC 
including a first ever ‘question and answer’ panel. Before the boats went out in May, Denny Foy and Ron Schute 
hosted a safety seminar for all members that was also very well attended. With lots of good tips and reminders I 
hope we’ll be able to convince them to do an encore performance next spring. 

In June three BYC Sharks headed east to Beaconsfield Yacht Club and once again the Crazy Ivan team of 
David Foy, Jamie Foy, and David O’Sullivan brought home the Shark World Championship trophy. That’s 3 out 
of 4 years the trophy has come to Britannia. Matt Soosalu and Joel Riordan travelled to Croatia for the Youth 
Worlds and competed well in the 29er class. Mid-way through the summer Rob Frost and Tom Arbuckle 
received news that they had qualified for 2011 ISAF World Sailing Championships in Perth, Australia this 
December, which is also a qualifier for London 2012 summer Olympics. I can’t list everyone here but I know that 
there are many other BYC members and boats that have travelled to many races this season and I wish to 
congratulate them and thank them all for representing Britannia so well both on and off the race course. 

July hosted two of our most popular upriver races, first to Quyon and then to Mohr Island for the 20th 
Anniversary of Margarita weekend. Thanks to John Irvin for being our annual champion of the event. The racers 
had company of a few cruisers who came up for the festivities Saturday night, and on Sunday morning Denny & 
Brenda Foy opened their house for a fabulous breakfast. 

Regatta’s are also a big part of Britannia’s summer activities and this year we hosted three very successful 
regatta’s with great participation. Suzanne Roberge was our champion for the Canadian Masters’ Windsurfing 
Association Championship. The regatta included a one-design start - a first in Canada for the Kona class. 
National Capital Regatta was another great success under the leadership of Lynn DeL’orme. Britannia boats 
won 4 out of 9 classes, including our own Andrew Furey in his Laser. Well attended by local boats this year was 
the Stan Carson Memorial C&C Regatta. First place went to Aon Fior with young skipper John Walton at the 
helm. 

The racing activities of the summer could not be successful without the dedication of Sean Oderkirk and the 
team he worked with all season. They have been able to coax hours of engine use out of the Bob Ross and the 
Whaler every week to ensure our race courses are set and ready when we head out to the start line. 

While racing is the most evident sailing activity with cannon's blasting and flags flying, the most popular 
remains cruising. With a great summer for weather and winds the lake has been dotted with sails all summer 
long. Participants of Cruise Week reported great sailing as well as good food and company during their travels 
up and down the river. Cruising up to Baskin’s for the long weekends in August and September were great Club 
events, and I think every time I raced past Pinhey’s Point this summer it looked like lots of boats were at anchor 
enjoying the day. 

I am proud to have been asked by the sailors to stand as Fleet Captain again for the coming year. I’ve 
learned a lot about racing, and even more about the history of the Club through participation in Club events. I 
encourage anyone who would like to be involved for the 2012 season to drop me a note. I would like to send a 
heartfelt thank you to the members of the Sailing Committee who have been so supportive and helpful (and 
patient!) this year. Joan Yuile, Suzanne Roberge, Al Malo, Kirk Robertson, David Watt, Malcolm McHattie, Jane 
Almond, Rob Braden, Marc Charbonneau, and Sal Khan.  Also thanks to Paul Moore for all of his help 
throughout the year. 

I look forward to our Awards Banquet November 12, waiting for news from Perth in December about team 
Frost/Arbuckle results, and then celebrating 125 years of Britannia history throughout 2012. 
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Honourary Treasurer's Annual Report 
 
 

by - Howland Russell 
 

 
 

 
 
 

As I contemplate what to include in an Annual Treasurer’s report that will not duplicate what will be 
reported at the AGM, I want to be sure that each Member is aware of just how far this Club has matured in the 
past 10 years. I was privileged to hold the Treasurer’s post from ’99-’03 and what I find today in the fiscal 
character and management of the Club’s business interest is markedly improved. Of course that improvement is 
due to the many hours of volunteer work devoted by the members who have unselfishly given over those ten 
years. However, I would be remiss if I didn’t distinguish between that volunteer work and the accomplishments 
of our General Manager over the most recent five years. Through his initiative and leadership, Paul has 
accomplished what had not been accomplished in the prior life of the Club. We are on a significantly firmer fiscal 
basis; our staff is motivated and focused on providing great service; and the forecast for the year ahead is very 
definitely upbeat. We owe our thanks and congratulations to Paul for a job well done! 
 In last month’s article, I alerted you to a Capital Funds Project that will require your approval to borrow to 
accomplish a re-fit of the West Wall of the Club to preclude a structural failure. I committed to you that such a 
borrowing would not only start continuing phases for Clubhouse improvement, but also that those improvements 
could be done without raising Membership Fees to pay the carrying charges of the loan. This year (2010-2011) 
we are just completing a “Boat Handling” project in which we have invested approximately $100,000. We have 
also invested nearly $15,000 in new evestroughing and stucco as well as an additional $15,000 in engineering 
investigation of the Clubhouse West Wall. All of this has been accomplished without borrowing and without 
raising fees more than the rate of cost-of-living. On the Operational side of Club finances, our forecasts show 
that both our Payables and Receivables are lower than they have been in past years while our Cash position is 
significantly improved. All in all, the fiscal status of the Club is healthy as we approach the end of our fiscal year. 
 Looking forward to 2012, I have previously committed to NOT raising Mooring Fees for the coming year and 
that has now been written into next year’s Budget. Concurrently, the Harbourmaster has requested a 
commitment for $20,000 a year in Capital Funds for the next five years, and it appears that we will be able to 
accommodate that request. To personalize that number - it equates to something less than $2/month/member. 
Membership Fees are forecasted to increase by 5% IN 2012 to accommodate the rise in the increase in the 
average cost of living expense, the Stabilized Mooring Fees, and increased operations associated with the 
celebration of our 125th Birthday over next summer. It has been a great year and it forecasts another to follow 
nest year thanks to increases in Club support by the Membership in all areas of our operation. Many thanks for 
giving me your trust in being responsible for the dollars! 
 
 

 
Mark Korchinski 

 

   Another year has almost come and gone and my thanks for the excellent work of the Board and 
volunteers on the Membership, Marketing and Promotions Committee to continuously improve membership 
services and promote the Club. 
 This has been as basic as the recent simplification of the membership fee presentation on the BYC website 
and as pro-active as hosting a very successful New Member orientation with almost forty participants. We have 
also established a one-month trial program to introduce prospective members to the Club. So far this has met 
with great success and, as part of our outreach to the community, the Board has also authorized ten gift 
memberships that can be donated to Board-recognized charity events. 

Membership& Marketing Director’s Annual Report 
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House & Grounds Director’s Annual Report 

 There are two major initiatives planned for next year. The first one is the exciting BYC 125th Anniversary 
Membership Promotion. For the first 125 individuals who apply for full membership at BYC, the initiation fee and, 
if applicable, the mooring initiation fees, will be zero dollars. This promotion will apply to new senior members, 
new couple senior members and current Associate Members who wish to convert to full senior membership. 
Those individuals who are currently paying initiation fees in installments are also not left out. Their balance due 
will be considered paid-in-full (no retroactive refunds, however). There has never been a better time to join the 
Club as a full member. 
 These are challenging times for any recreational or social club, and our second initiative will be to enhance 
our financial stability by actively seeking corporate and organizational partners. These partnerships may involve 
financial support (e.g. donations) or tangible goods (e.g. a chair-lift for mobility challenged sailors in exchange 
for branding rights). We intend to do this in a way that doesn’t turn our harbour and clubhouse into a land of 
logos. Suggestions are welcome. 
 If you have any comments or questions don’t hesitate to contact me at membership@byc.ca.  

 
  

 
 
 

by – Janet Bayley 

 
  Over the spring and summer my committee and many of you have worked on improving the house and 

grounds on BYC. The bridge to the breakwater was repaired, furniture cleaned, upper deck walls cleaned, the 
walkway garden and planters planted and many other small jobs done that  make the Club look better. On 
behalf of the members, thanks to all of you who have worked behind the scenes watering, weeding, painting, 
etc.  

My goal for next year is to work through the winter and spring to “spruce up” the clubhouse in preparation for 
the 125th celebrations when we will be showcasing BYC to the public. We will be cleaning out and organizing the 
attic during the fall. If you have noticed some other area or item that needs attention, or wish to help, please let 
me know. PLEASE do not do it yourself without contacting the House Committee in order to see if it is already 
being addressed or what the plans for that area are. If it involves painting, we may already have the appropriate 
paint. If you have items stored in a locker that has no lock on it and for which you do not pay - please remove 
them as soon as possible as we will be cleaning out the lockers.  
 The Board will be establishing a policy and a committee to address gifts of trees, plants, etc. and memorials. 
We ask at this time that you do not plan anything of this sort without contacting the appropriate Director/Board in 
order to determine if it is appropriate in terms of the long range vision/plans of the Club.  
 On behalf of all the members, extremely great thanks to Shirley Vines for all her work on the grounds 
weeding, planting, cleaning, etc, often on her own, for many years. And also thanks to Shirley for Chairing the 
Beautification Committee and being an active participant and counsel on the House Committee. 

I am looking for some new individuals to serve on the House and Grounds and the Beautification Committee.  
Please contact me if you are interested in participating on House and Grounds Committee or Jane Agnew and 
Paula O’Sullivan for the Beautification Committee. 

I thank you for your support over the past year and for your continued support. 
 
 

  
 

 
 

mailto:membership@byc.ca
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Tennis Director’s Annual Report 

 

 
by - David Brown 

 

 WOW! It is hard to believe that a year has passed since our last Club elections. As a new member to 
the Board I was impressed by how smoothly the veterans brought us “newbies” into the fold. This continuity 
ensures that Club business is dealt with professionally and with the member’s best interests in mind. 

The IT portfolio was fairly new to the Board. I ultimately see the position of IT Director as a support role. IT 
supports the Club in communicating with members through email, the web and telephone. IT assists our 
Manager and Staff in executing the electronic portions of their jobs to their fullest potential through the various 
systems they use. IT also broadcasts our message of being “Your Cottage in the City” to the world through 
www.byc.ca. All of these important roles are nothing without the input of the members, directors and staff who 
take on the responsibility of providing the content and programs that fuel the IT machine. 

Thanks to previous Boards and volunteers, the office systems at the Club are up to date at this point. That 
being said the focus this year was communication with members. We trained office staff and Board members to 
update the website so that entertainment and activities were advertised in a timely manner. We implemented an 
online payment system that was used for the Junior Sailing Program and the National Capital Regatta. This 
could potentially carry over to other club programs in the future. We started to take advantage of social media by 
creating a twitter feed and with changes to facebook, we are currently revamping our presence on that site. 
There is, of course, always work to be done, and I see documentation, process planning and hardware 
allocation as key success factors in the future. 

I would like to thank this year’s Board as well as Al Malo, Larry Bradley, Jim Potter and Paul Moore for their 
ongoing support. With the coming 125 celebrations, the Club’s IT structure will be crucial to success. These 
dedicated people are at the forefront of making our club and it’s public image the best in the area. 
 

 
 
 

by - Dan Delorey 

 

By all accounts we had a great summer of tennis!  
A link for BYC Tennis on the main Club website helped advance visibility for our programs.  
We saw an increase in participation from the BYC sailing community and hope to build on this for next 

season.  
Most of the tennis programs were well attended with Sunday Doubles anchoring our programs.  
Youth Program on Sunday afternoons with Margaret Gibson was well attended. The BYC Junior Tennis 

Day in June had a good turnout. Youth Camp Tennis was very successful for another year. Odawa Native 
Friendship Centre played on Monday and Thursday evenings under the direction of Sheridan Baptiste with good 
reports. 

Tennis Lessons on Tuesday evening were particularly popular. BYC Pro Stan Kasta recruited me to help 
him out and we only had to reschedule once for rain. The individual video sessions were a big hit. Most 
participants provided very positive comments about the lessons overall. 

Tommy & Lefebvre representatives attended twice in June to provide expert advice on recent advancement 
in tennis equipment and opportunity to try various tennis racquets. 

Information Technology Director’s Annual Report 
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Youth Director’s Annual Report 

Wimbledon Sunday was a great success. We served champagne, strawberries and cream. Peter Pigott and 
Jane Craig did a great job in organizing this event. Jaguar Canada provided promotional items and EMC News 
attended for a photo opportunity. We also got together to watch the Roger’s Cup and US Open Finals. 

The annual BYC Tennis Tournament was fully subscribed. This year we had a round-robin format that was 
well received by most participants. The trophies are polished and ready for the Tennis Awards Dinner in 
October.   

BYC Tennis will continue to build on the successes from this past season. Court usage has visibly increased. 
A second weekday tennis lesson is planned to accommodate the increased interest and we will modify other 
programs to reflect the interests of the membership. 

As the winter months approach, let me take this opportunity to wish all members the very best for the 
holidays and new year! Tennis members are fairly active socially in the winter. We are planning our Winter 
Tennis Day and will be active participants in the Sunday Breakfast Club. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

by - Marc Charbonneau 

 

 Another banner year for Youth@BYC. With financial help from the OntarioTrillium Foundation a sailboat 
and a safety boat were acquired and a new launching dock will serve the program next season. BYC's 
community outreach offered “campships” this season to Christie Lake kids who might not otherwise enjoy 
sailing.  

The 2011 Learn-to-Sail/Race Awards Banquet held on Wednesday, August 31, was a packed house with 
almost 200 sailors, parents and family members attending. Dinner was followed by the distribution of CYA 
certificates, awards and trophies. T shirts bearing the BYC 125th Anniversary logo were given to each participant 
attending the Banquet. Congratulations to all participants! 

Matt Soosalu and Joel Riordan (29er class) posted the best result for a Canadian boat in all classes at this 
year's Youth Worlds in Croatia. BYC members should be proud of their contributions towards this successful 
campaign. 

BYC coaches Rob Frost and Tom Arbuckle finished first in the 49er class at CORK OCR. The Canadian 
Yachting Association has selected Rob Frost and Tom Arbuckle to be one of five teams to represent Canada at 
the upcoming ISAF Sailing World Championships in Perth, Australia. Dream proudly of representing Canada at 
the London 2012 Olympics and many thanks for being BYC's finest coaches and ambassadors! 

This continued pursuit of excellence was only possible through a collective effort! My heartfelt thanks go out 
to the Young Sailors, the Parents, the Instructors, the Manager, the Staff, the Youth Committee Members, the 
Volunteers and all the Members. I trust that all will maintain and continue these good works. 

As a sailing community we must welcome opportunities to resolve the challenges set before us. We can 
commit to maintaining a viable youth program through increased revenues and decreased costs. We can strive 
to renew an aging fleet and upgrade our facilities. We can expand our outreach and promote sailing as a sport 
for life to a larger community. We can share what has been set before us for all to enjoy and continue to 
promote BYC as a center for sailing excellence in a harbour of choice. 

 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zfkkzvdab&et=1107466853834&s=0&e=0010OLtmYw_7SZtb-PIkpse6jxhW3jepCR95Plq92tXkOuLf3mlxvdiXnSmvbSt6CL_6kl7n10HXYWanIjUxfoYVqo40I03c7O788dyNJ6e-v_Flk5Clc8CwbnwrRBt0oepaIX-aA-gCUw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zfkkzvdab&et=1107466853834&s=0&e=0010OLtmYw_7SZtb-PIkpse6jxhW3jepCR95Plq92tXkOuLf3mlxvdiXnSmvbSt6CL_6kl7n10HXYUcL0_Fny_qJRLtdmVtXp6QO51nhQeVAGE=
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Social Director’s Annual Report 
 
 
 

by - Bill Brown 

 

At the beginning of this year, I accepted the role of BYC Social Director with a mandate of facilitating 
entertainment and other social activities during the calendar year. From the outset, I would like to thank the 
following individuals for their tremendous support, mentorship and guidance throughout this past year: Jane 
Agnew, Kerry Hays, John Irvin, Kelly Lyon, Rosemary MacKillop, Claire Miller, Beth Shepherd, Cindy Street, 
Bob Sunday, David Wilson, and Paul Moore.  

Collectively, this group was responsible for shaping this years’ BYC social activities that were inclusive 
however not limited to the following; Grey Cup and Super bowl, Remembrance Day, Wassail, Robbie Burns, 
Golf Tournament, St. Patrick Day, Blue Hawaii Night, Commodore’s Ball, Baskin’s Weekends, Venetian Night 
and Cruise Week. In addition, live entertainment was provided every Friday night from May 20 through to 
September 16. The groups are noted as follows: Kirk Armstrong, Nobody’s Fool, Sentimental Journey, Al Short 
Trio, and Roxy Swan.   

Most all events have been extremely well attended providing something for all at “Your Cottage in the City”. I 
am also advised that the entertainment and social activities were undertaken within the financial guidelines that 
were established at the beginning of the year.  

Notwithstanding the tremendous success and good times we have enjoyed this year, there are some areas 
upon which to build for the 2012 calendar year. I look forward to building upon this solid foundation as BYC’s 
Social Director for 2012 should the opportunity present itself.   
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 
 

 
  Nominating Committee Members: Paul Kowalski, Chair 

Rob Braden 
            Henry Chan 
            Bob Leroux 
            Liliane Mabson 
            Susan Peacock-Hacking 
            Alana Riordan 
            Wayne Scrim 

  
During the months of June to September, the Nominating Committee met regularly to review potential 

candidates for the 2102 Board of Directors. The Committee Chair also conducted a review with the Club 
General Manager. The Committee completed interviews with all members who put their name forward as 
candidates. 
 

The Nominating Committee offers the following slate, together with their suggested portfolios for the 
consideration of the Membership. We wish to thank all those listed for agreeing to serve, and for showing 
dedication to their Club and its membership. 

 
At the request of the Commodore and in accordance with Club Bylaw 9.3.I. as Chair of the 

Nominating Committee, I present to the Members the proposed slate of Officers and Directors for the 
Britannia Yacht Club for the year 2012. 
 

Commodore             - Phil Moorman 

Vice Commodore (Harbourmaster)     - John Morrow 
Rear Commodore (Projects)                 - Kelly Lyon 
Fleet Captain (determined by the boaters)   - Wendy Smith 
Honorary Secretary          - David Burke 
Honorary Treasurer           - Howdy Russell 

Director, House and Grounds        - Janet Bayley 
Director, IT              - Dave Brown Jr. 
Director, Membership and Marketing     - Mark Korchinski 
Director, Public Relations         - TBD /Vacant 
Director, Social            - Bill Brown 
Director, Youth             - Jeff Taylor 
Director, Tennis (determined by Tennis Members) - TBA 
 
Konrad Lewinski assumes the position of Immediate Past Commodore. 

 
 
 Note that the Public Relations portfolio is vacant. This brings the Board back to the number specified in the 
Club By-law. Should the new Board fill this vacant portfolio, it is the recommendation of the Nominating 
Committee that the Board amend Club By-law 9.3 so that the Board numbers are aligned with the By-law. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Paul Kowalski 
Chair, Nominating Committee 
Tuesday, September 20th, 2011 
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News from the 125th Anniversary Committee 

 
 
 For over a year now your Anniversary Committee has been meeting once a month to bring you a program 
that will be informative, historical and include all ranges of members as well as reach out to the Britannia 
community to join us for this event. 
 Please set aside the nine days from June 9 to June 17, 2012, to engage in the fun and excitement in 
celebration of 125 years of living up to our goals as set out in the BYC objectives – 
 

- To promote sailing in all its aspects including racing, cruising, seamanship, and respect for the 
environment. 

- To promote other sports and social activities. 
- To express and preserve local, cultural, artistic and historical heritage. 
- To promote sportsmanship, friendship and cooperation. 
- To encourage members, volunteers and community to contribute to the Club. 

 
To kick off our year of celebration the Social Committee has reinstated the New Year’s Eve Ball. The formal 
Ball will officially begin the year of the BYC. We suggest to all members that they get their reservations in 
shortly, as the number of participants is restricted to 125. The cost of this dinner and dance is set at $125 per 
couple. The orchestra has been hired and our new chef has promised an exceptional meal. 
 In June the week will be filled with evening seminars and general information, and hopefully racing for the 
week will be close to the Club so spectators will get an opportunity to watch. The Upper Deck will have a 
display of Yacht Club historical note, and will be set up for talks after racing. There will also be a display of 
antique sailing boats and Class boats that have predominated at the Club through the years. 
 On the first weekend - June 9/10 - we hope that boat owners will support us by donating their time and 
boats to get people out to sail. Saturday, June 9, the “Don’t Miss the Boat” program will return. This program 
allows the general public to come and go out for a half hour sail. June 10 will see us re-instituting a custom 
out of the 1940’s - A Club Picnic. In 2012 we hope to get boats up to Pinhey’s Point where the Ottawa 
Historical Society will do presentations in period costume. These presentations will include historical tours 
and adult and children’s games of the time. It has been arranged that Club motor boats will be up there to 
ferry people ashore. People wanting to take part will supply their own or family picnic lunch. Buses will be 
available for people who do not wish to sail. 
 Wednesday evening, June 13, we will be running a series of Laser races right in front of the Club pier. 
The courses will be short to keep all the boats competitive. Exciting racing should evolve. We hope that 
Laser sailors from the other sailing clubs and from cottages will take this opportunity to compete, watch and 
learn. The important feature is that the post-race burgers will be inexpensive and, to cap it all off, Bruce Kirby 
the Laser designer will give a short talk on the history of the Laser and answer questions on the Upper Deck 
post races. 
 In this issue of Full & By we have just touched the tip of the iceberg. In future issues we will divulge the 
program for Tennis and the excitement of June 15 - the Commodore’s Evening and New Members’ Night - 
as well as activities for Saturday June 16. 
 Of course we end off with the Commodore’s Sailpast on Sunday, June 17. 
 We hope that all of you will come out, bring a friend to enjoy the birthday party, and that the harbour will 
be a mass of flags and lights as all boats will dress ship. 
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BRITANNIA YACHT CLUB 
125TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

 
 

Kick-off - Saturday, December 31, 2011 

NEW YEAR’S EVE BALL 
Dress formal. 

 
 
 

MAIN EVENTS - JUNE 9 to 17, 2012 
 

June 9 - DON’T MISS THE BOAT - ½ hour sail 
 

June 10 - PICNIC AT PINHEY’S POINT 
 

June 11-14 - REGULAR RACING 
 

June 13 - SPECIAL LASER RGATTA - TALK AFTER 
RACE BY BRUCE KIRBY 

 
June 15 - COMMODORE’S EVENING & NEW MEMBERS’ NIGHT 

DANCE - DRESS IN PERIOD COSTUMES ANYTHING 
FROM 1887 TO 2012 

 
June 16 - FUN DAY - RADIO CONTROL BOATS, GAMES, 

CANOE RACES, TENNIS ACTIVITIES 
 

June 17 - COMMODORE’S SAILPAST 
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        From the  
Bridge 

 
  
 
 
 

By -= Kontad Lewinski 
    Commodore 

 
As I write this article to the Full 

& By, I am grateful for the trust 
that the members have continued 
to show to me and all members of 
your Board of Directors this year. 
Our club has had a very 
successful summer season with 
many good news stories. 

The Britannia Yacht Club 
Foundation Board of Directors, 
chaired by Paul Dick, has had a 
busy summer, setting in place 
governance and investment 
strategies to allow members to 
bequeath lasting financial 
contributions to our youth training 
programs and other goals detailed 
in the articles of incorporation. 
You will be encouraged to opt in to 
membership with your 
membership renewal notice and 
invoice in November. The 
Foundation AGM will be held the 
same day as the BYC AGM for 
your convenience in attending 
both important meetings and to 
elect a new Board and ratify the 
actions of the outgoing Board for 
both organizations. 

Our Club racing spirit was 
again confirmed by the 
Riordan/Soosalu 29er team being 
selected by the CYA to represent 
Canada in the Youth World 
Championship in Croatia. 
Following on this endorsement by 
the CYA, the Frost/Arbuckle 49er 
team was invited by the CYA to 
represent Canada as one of five 
teams to compete in the 49er 
World Championships, an Olympic 
qualifier regatta in Perth, Australia 
this December. Our members 
provide financial and moral 
support so crucial to ensure that 
Britannia sailors compete on the 

world stage. Without 
financial support, their 
budget for training and 
travel to excel at world 
class racing could not be 
achieved. I encourage all 
members to dig deep into 
their pockets to help the 
Frost/Arbuckle team, as 
we did for the 
Riordan/Soosalu team. 

Our NCR was a 
success once again 
thanks to Lynn 
DeL’orme's organizing 
abilities and her 
dedicated volunteers 
ensuring great sailing and 
regatta experience for all 
competitors, their 
coaches and families. Our 
ability to take registrations 
and payment on-line 
streamlined the Friday 
night registration process 
and made for a much 
slicker system for our competitors. 
Our team of RC volunteers on the 
water did an admirable job in 
getting races off with well-placed 
courses. Our shore crew 
volunteers did a terrific job in 
providing excellent food service 
for the hungry sailors! Our club 
staff kept the grounds and house 
clean and tidy and bar staff were 
kept hopping with business. 

We were well represented by 
the BYC volunteer RC team in 
Kingston headed by John Vines 
and Kirk Robertson, and our 
competitors in the various fleets 
projected our Club image of being 
a serious race program Yacht 
Club. Our competitors at CORK 
did well in the Laser, 29er fleets 
(Gold and Silver) and our 49er 
crew took home the Gold. 

Our Beautification Committee 
and volunteers created a glorious 
new tennis walk garden and 
maintained the other flower beds. 
A new Chef's Herb Garden was 
created and planted with volunteer 
efforts. Special thanks to Shirley 
Vines and her volunteers for the 
tireless work organizing and 

continuing to maintain our 
gardens. 

We have seen a great summer 
of sailing and social events at the 
Club in 2011. The resurgence of 
the Venetian Night with many 
boats decorated for the occasion, 
as well as very successful 
Baskin’s Weekend and September 
Cornboil where all members 
enjoyed the events speak volumes 
for the resurgence of club spirit. 

By the time you read this 
article, our new 12000 lb. capacity 
crane will be installed in our 
harbour allowing us the ability to 
provide most members with the 
flexibility to haul out when their 
schedule permits. This lift 
capability combined with the 
hydraulic trailer purchased last fall 
allow us to set in place a reduction 
to our expense in mobile crane 
rentals going forward. 
The West Wall rehabilitation 
project will be brought to the 
members at a SGM in October, 
and I hope you will all be able to 
attend and vote on this clubhouse 
repair and financing proposal. 
There will also be a proposal to 
earmark $20K/yr. capital funding 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

It is with the most profound 
sadness that we report the death of  

 

Patricia Beach 
on 

Friday, September 9, 2011 
 

 
 

The Board of Directors and 
Members of Britannia Yacht Club 
extend their deepest sympathy to  

her husband 
Dr. Harold Beach 
and her family. 
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for the next five years for 
harbour maintenance. 

The Board of Directors 
approved special membership 
incentives as part of the 125th 
Anniversary, and we expect that 
they will bring in new full members 
and boats to our Club. 

There remain few short weeks 
for sailing, so I look forward to 
seeing you at the Club and on the 
water! 

. 
 

 
By John W. Bienko 

THE WOOLSEY NARROWS AND 

BEYOND 
There are six more miles of 

cruising waters before the Chats 
Falls Generating Station and the 
dam. Here the river becomes the 
Woolsey Narrows and if the wind 
is dead ahead many sailors lower 
the sails and motor the rest of the 
way. Along the Ontario shore you 
will pass MacLaren's Landing and 
McKay's Waterfront and then go 
under a double set of electric 
power lines that tower 125 feet 
overhead. On the Quebec side 
you can spy the Quyon River 
spilling into the Ottawa River and 
then the sight and sound of the 
Quyon Ferry crossing the river will 
captivate your interest. 
THE QUAINTNESS OF QUYON AND 

GRANNY BEAN'S HOUSE 
There is free public docking at 

Quyon and overnight privileges 
but you may hear the noise from 
the diesel engines of the local 
ferry boat operation well into the 
evening. You are welcome to 
picnic in the riverside park by the 
ferry landing. A combination 
grocery store and gas station is 
within a five minute walk to the 
village. And across from the 
Catholic church take a look at 
Granny Bean's House, a stopping 
place for lumberman travelling the 
river between 1820 and 1880. A 
few hours at the Quyon Hotel will 

be most worthwhile, heartily eating 
and drinking and fraternizing with 
the friendly local folk while 
listening to fiddle music and 
country songs. Country Music 
star, Gail Gavan often sings 
everyone's favourite songs there. 
The Saint Patrick's Day 
celebrations are one of the 
outstanding events of the year. 
Sometimes BYC members join her 
on stage to sing and play with the 
entertainers and enjoy their own 
15 minutes of fame. 
THE DANGEROUS WATERS OF 
CHATS FALLS 

The Chats Falls Dam can be 
seen from the Quyon Dock. The 
mighty Ottawa River twists into a 
southerly direction from this point. 
Extreme caution is recommended 
for the remainder of the trip. The 
waters between Quyon and the 
dam are dotted with cribs that 
were abandoned from the days 
when the river was used for 
logging operations. Most of these 
cribs can be seen above the water 
and can be avoided. 

On the left side of Chats Falls 
Dam one can continue navigating 
past Alexandra Island. Here the 
Bytown Brigantine Inc. offers 
summer sessions in sail training to 
young men and women to develop 
leadership. character and self-
reliance. The S.T.V. "Black Jack" 
will be moored at the crib pier 
during this program. And for the 
fun loving crowd The Alexandra 
Island Golf and Silliness 
Tournament is enjoyed here in 
early November. The 1994 
tournament, as reported by Wade 
Frembd "included both the scenic 
Simco Island Detour and the 
"Round the Island" Alexandra 
course for a total of about 10 
holes (who was counting?)" 
Then the yachtsman sails under a 
single power line, 67 feet above 
the water and between Keddey's 
Island and Victoria Island to visit 
the Fitzroy Provincial Park in 
Ontario. Good quality campsites 
are available here most of the 
time. But only shallow draft boats 

can approach the dock which has 
a water depth of 2 to 3 feet. 

PICTURESQUE PONTIAC BAY 
On the other side of the Chats 

Falls Dam the sailor can navigate 
carefully into Pontiac Bay. This 
rugged and hilly secluded area 
offers good protection from the 
prevailing winds and rivals Mohr 
Island as the best anchorage on 
this part of the Ottawa River. On 
the south side of the bay one can 
choose anchorages that are as 
isolated and picturesque as parts 
of Georgian Bay. Sparkling flumes 
of water and waterfalls tumble 
from the steeply wooded stone 
embankments along the edge of 
the bay. A number of underwater 
obstacles make the passage 
somewhat precarious. Volunteers 
from the Ottawa River Cruising 
Association, founded by Charlie 
Jones, have installed private 
buoys to mark the channel into the 
bay. But the difficulties 
notwithstanding the trip will be 
remembered fondly forever in your 
ship's log. 
BASKIN'S CRUISE. 

The Baskin's Cruise Weekend 
is scheduled in early August. In 
1995 a devastating storm crashed 
a tree onto the outhouse roof. 
Dennis Foy and fifty members cut 
it down and Rob Lavern towed the 
trunk of the huge cedar tree away 
with his Cadillac. 

 
END OF PART4 
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FOR SALE 
J22 - Hull 789.  
Priced to move - just bought a new boat. 
Excellent condition. Race ready, with go fast gear. 
Basically minimum weight, fared foils. Fresh water 
boat. Always dry sailed and stored indoors. 
Trailer in excellent condition. Two full sets of North 
Sails - one suitable for practice and another for 
racing. All Class safety equipment, including 
Tacktick compass. Rudder cover, keel 
screen. Photos available. 
$14,000. 
Contact Johan Koppernaes 613-299-3663 or 
jak@koppernaes.com                  (1) 
 
 

 
SIREN - 17.7 FT.  
Trailer 2 Wheel 
Outboard Motor Johnson 4 HP Long Shaft 
Asking: $2500.00  
613-828-1918               (2) 
 
FIREFLY, C&C  27-III  
Will be available for inspection, test sails as of 
August 8. The boat is well found and well priced. 
Full details at john.irvin@rogers.com after August 8. 
John Irvin                (3) 
 
NIAGARA 26 – “YAADA 2”  
Hinterhoeller built hull #81. PHRF rating FS 180, 
NFS 195 (quite fast). Draws 4’ with lead keel. 
Harken roller furling. Mercury 9.9 electric start 
motor nearly new (approx. 20 hrs.) New Harken 
windward sheeting traveller, Uniden VHF radio, 
Uniden Depth finder, know meter and AM/FM radio, 
Jabsco head 15 gal., new boom cover, new hand 
rails. Folding steel cradle. 
This boat is in very good condition. 
Asking: $16,000               (4) 
 

BOAT PARTS GIVE AWAY 
All items free for the taking. If any of this inventory 
suits your boating needs, contact Wilf Pilworth at 
wg.pilsworth@sympatico.ca 
If you’re not sure and want to take a look, give 
Wilf a call at 613-592-2735 indicating interest. 
                         INVENTORY 
Power Box      Pulleys - varied 
Wrench handle holder   Brummel hooks 
Fender adjustment    Jam cleats - varied 
Life jacket flashlight    Basic cleats 
5/16th snap hook     Bronze shroud holders 
D rings        Laser pulleys 
Dead eye       Turnbuckles 
Block unit with 2 rollers   Boot hook holder 
Bronze pulleys     Main sail slider 
Block unit, 1 roller     Tension lever 
Miscellaneous random hardware 
                           CHARTS 
Kingston Harbour & Approaches, 
Kingston to Upper Gap 
Toronto to Niagara River 

Advertisements in  
“Market Place” 

Will run for 3 consecutive issues. 
Please let us know if your ad is no 

longer necessary, or 
if you wish to renew it. 

Ads may be submitted in unformatted 
electronic form in Word to 

joannbob@rogers.com  
      

 
 

  

There’s no 
other lifestyle 

like it! 

 Training Center 
 Sail Share 
 Vacations 

 Sales 
 Corporate Teambuilding 

Providing the best in boater education and  
 on-the-water adventure! 

613-721-8683 
www.advantageboating.com 

  

mailto:jak@koppernaes.com
mailto:john.irvin@rogers.com
mailto:wg.pilsworth@sympatico.ca
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DON’T FORGET 
CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP……………………........Oct 22 
FROSTBITE RACE…………………………….…Oct 15 
PRESENTATION DINNER……………………...Nov 12 
REMEMBRANCE DAY REGATTA…(FUN)…..Nov 13 
************************************************************** 

 
 
 
 
 

                                     
 

               
Joe Courtney, Club Safety Officer 

 

Time to start working on getting your boat ready for haulout. This year, of course, with the installation of our new 
crane, you will have more options, but will, nonetheless need to start preparing for haulout and winter. As in the past, 
your Safety Committee has prepared, in checklist format, a series of tips for no matter how you will be coming out of 
the water. 

The new fixed crane hauls boats up to a weight of 12,000lbs. and will be operational as of October 3rd (barring the 
unforeseen). We are planning to haul out up to 40 boats with the fixed crane. If boat owners are interested in being 
hauled out by the fixed crane, they must contact the office to reserve a spot. All other boats will be hauled out by the 
mobile crane. Final haulout is Friday October 28 and Saturday October 29 for the big boats and any others remaining. 

You should re-read your boat and motor operation manual before putting your boat up for the winter; use the 
checklist(s) they contain to get ready for winter. If you do not have the manual(s), talk to someone in the Club with the 
same boat (or motor) as yours to learn what to do. If this is your first haulout with a recently purchased boat, have the 
previous owner help you before and during haulout day: this is a usual condition for sale of a boat. 
 
BEFORE HAUL OUT 
- Lower the mast to a deck crutch and secure it or remove your mast - DO NOT ATTEMPT TO DO THIS ALONE; 

CALL BYC IF NECESSARY TO ARRANGE FOR HELP. 
- When lowering a mast to an on-board crutch, make sure that the mast does not extend more than SIX FEET 

forward of your bow to avoid interference with other boats. Check with the Club about space limitations for the area 
where you intend to stow your cradle; you may wish to remove the mast from the boat. 

- If the mast remains on the boat, secure all rigging neatly to the mast so that the haulout crew can move freely and 
safely on your deck; secure mast fore and aft to the boat. 

- Inspect and erect your cradle; level with wood; insert cradle pads and adjust. 
- Ensure that the cradle pads are at about the right level and that there is sufficient tension on the pad angle bolts so 

that they can remain at the correct angle without flopping over. 
- Ensure that your cradle is not too close to the next boats; if you have a problem, ask yard staff to deal with it well 

before the day of haulout. 

SAFETY FIRST 
End Your Season on a Safe Note 

“A lot of people ask me if I were shipwrecked and could only have one book, 
what would it be? I always say – ‘How to Build a Boat’”.  – Stephen Wright 
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- Mark with tape where straps are to be used to lift your boat; tape on lifelines is best for crane crew to easily see 
without bending over the boat. 

-   Have stern and bow lines attached for crane crew staff to guide the boat in the air. 
 
MOBILE CRANE HAUL OUT 
- Learn when and where your boat will probably be hauled out and plan to be at your boat well in advance; make 

sure your engine works so that you can motor to the haulout point. DO NOT TIE UP AT THE HAUL OUT POINT 
THE NIGHT BEFORE. 

- Confirm your exit point and motor to that when told. 
- Stay near your boat and know when you are about to be pulled out. 
- Unlock your ladder for crew access.  
- Stay away from under your boat as it is pulled out and lowered to your cradle. 
- Obey all launch crew instructions and let them do their job. 
- Once your boat is on its cradle, make sure it is level and in line with the yellow keel marks before the slings are 

removed. 
 
FIXED CRANE HAUL OUT 
- Before leaving your mooring to go to the crane dock, confirm that an operator is standing by to do the lift. 
- Your cradle will be transported to the lifting area on the hydraulic trailer; once the boat is placed on the cradle the 

trailer will move it to the winter storage area. Ensure that your cradle is properly erected ready to be picked up by 
the trailer before haulout. 

- Once at the dock, tie up at the location indicated and leave your boat, remaining well away from the crane 
operational area. 

- Once the boat is in the winter storage area, confirm your location, spacing and positioning of the cradle. Areas have 
been designated as to when you want to go in next spring - one area for early, another for later, etc. 
 
Every winter boat owners underestimate the strength of the winter winds on tarps draped over masts resulting in 

masts blown clear off the boat: make sure everything is snug and secure before leaving your boat for the winter. For 
comprehensive check lists for both the spring commissioning and winterizing of your boats, these can be downloaded 
at: http://bottrell.ca/BoatInfo.htm 

For further safety information, including the slides for the “Go Fast” Ron Schute/Dennis Foy seminar for racers and 
cruisers held in May 2011, go to BYC.ca and look under “Members Area”. 

Thanks again to all the BYC Members for promoting safety by good practice during the 2011 boating season and 
especially to the Safety Committee, which includes Dennis Foy, Steve Glover and Ron Mac Isaac. 

                                     
 

 
 
 

from – Suzanne Roberge, Wednesday Night Rep. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Well the summer is over but it was a good one! 
Our Wednesday night racing started slow. In the spring 
series we raced only one night. Summer series saw us 
out on five occasions and the fall series saw us out 
four times. It does not sound like much but each time 
we are out we do 3-4 races. 

On July 30, 31 and August 1, BYC hosted the 
Canadian Masters’ Windsurfing Association’s Annual 
Championship. Thirty-one people registered and 
enjoyed a weekend filled with wind (well more than 
usual when we have a regatta!) and sun. 

For the first time in Canada, we had an official Kona 
One Design fleet with 13 participants (I now own a 

Kona and love it!). The rest were in the open fleet. We 
would like to thank Sean Oderkirk and his race 
committee for their excellent work during the weekend. 
Thank you also to the staff that took care of our thirsts 
and our meals. 

On September 10, we had our BYC Sailboard Open 
with eight participants, including two guests. Again we 
had a nice sunny day with enough wind in the morning 
to have four races. After lunch, the wind died a bit and 
we only had one race. Of course, once we quit, the 
wind came back!  

Overall, it was a good windsurfing summer at BYC 

 
The Windsurfing Gang at the Regatta 
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BASKIN’S CORN BOIL 
 

CHICKS' CHATTER 

UP-RIVER RACING 
 

 
 
 

From - Mary Ellen Dempster 

All at this year’s corn boil had an excellent time. 
While the weather didn’t exactly cooperate at night, the 
days were glorious along with the most amazing, heart 
stopping sunsets we’ve ever seen. This year’s theme 
was Ghost Pirates again as the skeleton ship from last 
year survived the winter and the attendees didn’t 
disappoint. Everyone showed up in costume enjoyed 
all the games, from the banana relay, Captain says, 
paddle boat races and, of course, the egg toss! This 
year Isabelle and Christine won the egg toss! 

Dennis & Brenda Foy provided the kids and adults 
with the story of Baskin’s Beach and how the property 
came to be available for use by the members at BYC. 
Afterwards Bob & I were nominated again to host the 
2012 Corn Boil, which we gladly accepted. It’s such a 
pleasure to be in the company of such compassionate 
people. We finished off the evening with fireworks at 
the beach and smores around the campfire. Songs 
were sung, new friendships were made and of course 
all of the planning has begun for 2012. 

Thank you to all who attended and participated.  
 

 
Mary-Ellen’s Heart-Stopping Sunset 

(Unfortunately for those of you who receive 
F&B by snail mail, the colour will not show up) 

 
 
 
 

by – Jane Almond, Women’s Rep. 

 
Hard to believe it is September all ready and the 

race/sailing season is almost over. The women’s 2011 
sailing season started off in April with a very well 
attended Women and Wind seminar. The event 
attracted many new women racers. Coached boats at 
Britannia were full and we had women on the spare list.   

The wind was favourable for most nights and at 
times we had 10 entries on the first start and 7 on the 
second. The many years of support from the BYC 
members have resulted in the development of a racing 
program on Monday nights to be proud of.  

The end of the first session of racing was as usual a 
raft up with many goodies and giggles.  

Due to the increased popularity of the program and 
the limited number of boats we will be making some 
changes to the coached boat program next year and 
requiring that all participants in the coached boat 
program out of BYC be members of BYC.  We will 
continue to provide information and communications to 
interested parties at the other clubs and be available 
as a resource for their own coached boat programs.  
Any members who would like to coach a women’s 
racing team next year please contact me at  
j-almond@sympatico.ca  
Thank you all for a great year - looking forward to 2012. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
from - Malcolm McHattie, Up-river Race Rep. 
 

 
 

2012 WEEKEND AND UPRIVER PLANNING 
 What do you do on weekends? Mow the lawn, go to 
the cottage, play golf, take cycling trips, enjoy good 
books, listen to music, catch up on missed films, visit 
family and friends? There are lots of options so why 
would one choose to rock and roll in a small space 
surrounded by water, unprotected from the elements 
and in close company with lots of sharp and abrasive 
objects, some in human form, while attempting to 
concentrate on streamers or tufts of wool that are 
determined to give you the finger? 
 During this Summer a small group of BYC sailors 
have enjoyed some wonderful winds (e.g. both 
Pinhey’s Races) and the beauty of the Ottawa River 
under sunlight, moonlight (the 100 Mile) and 
spectacular clouds. In return they have shown great 
determination by finishing even in contrary winds (the 
Spring 50 Mile entailed an overnight and the 100 Mile 
two overnights). There were also fun shorter up-river 
and round-the-buoys races. 
 How to make weekend and up-river racing 
attractive to a wider group of members and potential 
members? There are certain sailing realities that 
cannot easily be corrected – unpredictable weather, 
essential effort, sailing rules and other boats being 

mailto:j-almond@sympatico.ca
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SAILS, VEILS, AND A FEW COCKTAILS 

faster. But we can review and update the schedule, 
much of which has a long tradition predating current 
Club demographics and society expectations. 
 BYC is well endowed with trophies worth boating for. 
They recognize talent and enthusiasm and encourage 
local excellence in an international sporting endeavour. 
Not all of us win races, however, so there must be 
other reasons to turn up for a race. Camaraderie is a 
good enough reason by itself, but the satisfaction of 
meeting the challenges of racing truly enhances the 
sailing experience. Besides, sporting nicely trimmed 
sails on a race course – newly pressed whites, a dark 
suit, or transparent – trumps a Ferrari in the parking lot. 
 Suggestions to the Sailing Committee to encourage 
wider participation in weekend and up-river races 
would be very welcome. Some two-day or very long-
distance races involve commitment that is not 
necessarily for all, but there are accessible day events 
that start at reasonable hours and allow for friendly 
cocktails before dinner. Could the schedule be made 
more widely attractive? 
 Enjoy the Fall colours at some of the remaining 
BYC events of the 2011 season. 
                  
 

Nick & Lynne Blouin 
s/v Parbleu! 

I love Mohr Island. For those who have yet to 
venture into this part of the Ottawa River, let me be the 
first to preach its virtues. Mohr Island is a lovely 
sheltered anchorage that provides a peaceful retreat 
far away from crowded shores, noisy cottages and 
countless peering eyes. It’s a prized jewel on our 
stretch of the river, best known as “the place cell phone 
companies forgot.” It’s only a few hours sail from the 
Club, but sufficiently remote to keep the big crowds 
away. I’ve been making a periodic trek to this spot for 
years; it’s one of my favourite haunts. It’s where I 
brought Lynne on our very first date... and it’s where 
we were married. 

I had been anchoring at Mohr years before meeting 
her, preferring the quiet solitude and the challenge of 
single-handing. A friend once jokingly coined the term 
“the no friends cruise” to describe my pre-Lynne 
weekends, but that was just how I liked it. Then one 
day, she came into my life, and things changed.   

I met her in the laundry room of our apartment 
building (romantic, non?), and shortly after exchanging 
first names, I blurted out “I have a sailboat!” Before I 
knew it, we were making plans for the upcoming 
weekend. 

Was it the sound of the waves gently lapping 
against the aging hull, or the sight of the cockpit awash 
in brilliant sunlight? Or perhaps it was the slight breeze 
blowing through her hair? Whatever it was, something 
touched an inner chord. Suddenly, my solo weekend 

trips didn’t seem as appealing to me. And, although we 
were aboard a pint-sized C&C Redline 25 which barely 
offered sitting headroom down below, she claimed to 
have had a really great time, and was soon registered 
for sailing lessons. Within a year, the boat was 
upgraded to a slightly larger C&C 27, and Lynne was 
fast becoming a competent sailor in her own right. 

We are now avid sailors. We’re out every weekend, 
rain or shine. Three years ago, we decided to upgrade 
yet again, and purchased “Parbleu!”, a C&C Landfall 
38. On July 31, 2010, while anchored at Mohr Island, 
surrounded by family and rafted with our dearest 
friends, Lynne and I were married on the bow of 
Parbleu!   

The day was simply phenomenal! The weather was 
perfect, the skies were clear, the wind was light, and 
the drinks were refreshingly cold. We used inflatable 
dinghies to ferry our landlubber guests from the 
shoreline at Crown Point to the six rafted vessels 
forming the platform for the big event. We wed, posed 
for pictures, celebrated, swam, imbibed, and laughed 
the whole day through. But that was the easy part, 
getting to this point took a bit of planning. 
Nick’s version:  My pre-wedding planning was actually 
quite simple: a meeting with the officiant, a trip to the 
Beer Store, and a few hours of mucking out the boat 
and swabbing the decks. Two days before the wedding, 
I was to sail solo to the island - my last solo sail as a  
bachelor – anchor, and wait for the other boats to 
arrive. Unfortunately, my much anticipated sail turned 
into a rather long, monotonous motorboat ride. The 
wind was quite strong and directly on the nose, and I 
was towing two dinghies while Parbleu! was loaded 
down with a heap of wedding decorations and a few 
hundred pounds of food, refreshments, and party 
favours.  I eventually arrived after dark, set the anchor, 
and went straight to bed. The next day was spent 
rafting up boats one after the other as they arrived, and 
decorating our venue as specified on the many Post-
It’s that Lynne supplied with excruciating detail - lovely! 
We spent the best part of the day carefully following 
her many instructions and tending to the decorations 
so that the next morning would go without a hitch (so to 
speak). The big day finally arrived and the motorized 
dinghies began to ferry our guests under a bright blue 
sky. At 1:00 p.m., Lynne was spotted boarding her 
chariot. She was rowed by a dear friend, his back to 
the assembled crowd, while she sat facing her guests 
dressed in a simple bridal gown and shielded from the 
blazing sun by a lovely white parasol resting gently 
against her shoulder. She was nothing short of radiant! 
The trip took an eternity in my opinion, as I stood on 
the bow beneath the tulle arch with sweaty palms and 
pounding heart. The officiant was alongside of me, 
whispering how picture-perfect this day turned out to 
be. And indeed it was; but I couldn’t relax just yet - she 
still needed to hoist herself from the inherently unstable 
tender and clamber up Parbleu’s re-boarding ladder 
without falling in the river! 
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Lynne’s version:  I know I’m not the first bride to say it, 
but my wedding day was perfect. Don’t get me wrong, 
there were a few hiccups along the way, but it was 
perfect nonetheless. I woke to a beautiful sunny 
morning and made my way to my downtown hair salon 
with my photographer (who also happens to be my 
brother-in-law) in tow. When we arrived in the early 
morning hours, we experienced the first snag of the 
day: the parking garage wasn’t yet open, even though 
my appointment was in five minutes! Well, I wasn’t 
going to let a parking garage ruin my carefully planned 
itinerary (I’m not kidding; I actually drafted individual 
itineraries for everybody who had a role to play in my 
big day). Like any good Bridezilla, I quickly hailed the 
parking attendant using the intercom and insisted, 
kindly but forcefully, that they open early that day, 
which they did. Later that morning, once the hair, 
make-up and dress were in place, my mother and I 
drove to Crown Point. We were scheduled to arrive at 
1:00 p.m., and although we were on time, my mother 
drove like a bat out of hell; she did not want to be 
responsible for the bride’s tardiness, especially not a 
bride who had a minute-by-minute itinerary! Having 
safely arrived, I could see the sailboats anchored afar, 
with little ant-sized figures moving about excitedly. 
When my water limo was ready to take me away, I 
stepped aboard with a nervous sigh. I was thankful for 
the calming words of a dear friend as he rowed me 
towards my soon-to-be husband. And when I saw Nick 
standing with the officiant at the bow with that million 
dollar smile, all that anxiety melted away. There was 
my Nick, waiting to marry me. It could have been 
raining cats and dogs at that point, because nothing 
else mattered. We were getting married. My skilled 
chauffeur gingerly guided the wooden dinghy to the re-
boarding ladder, and to my great relief (and I think 
everybody else’s aboard!) I managed to manoeuvre 
the long dress, the parasol, and the bouquet, and 
make it into the cockpit safe and dry.   

Although it seemed like a simple wedding on the 
outside, there were many little details that needed to 
be ironed out: how would we get all the food aboard? 
And the cake? Who would ferry our officiant and 
guests from shore? Would there be enough space for 
everyone? What about music? Refreshments? And 
those things out of our control such as wind, waves, 
and the weather? Our wedding day could not have 
taken place without the help of our family and friends 
who volunteered so much of their time and services to 
our cause.   
 After the ceremony, we all hoisted a glass of 
champagne and toasted to this new chapter in our lives 
- and, of course, to Mohr Island, our special little place.   

 
CongrAtulAtIons, lynne & nICk 
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From David Burke introducing David Burke 

You will all recognize the location of the photo 
above, but many will not be able to identify the happy 
looking skipper.  He is David Burke the current 
Honorary Secretary of the BYC.  This will tell you a 
little about him and his sailing experience.   
David Burke is a “prairie boy” who hails from Swift 
Current, Saskatchewan.  He started his sailing quite 
young on Clearwater Lake in the middle of the prairies.  
His Dad built an 8 ft plywood cat-rigged pram.  Later he 
sailed on Wascana Lake in Regina on an 18 ft “Flattie” 
where there was a fleet of the simple plywood boats.  A 
few years later, after graduating from the University of 
Saskatchewan and commissioning as an officer in the 
Canadian Military Engineers, he took up sailing more 
seriously.    

One of the popular recreation clubs at CFB 
Chilliwack was the Canadian Forces Sailing 
Association (CFSA) Squadron Chilliwack where there 
was a fleet of Flying Juniors and 420s at Cultus Lake.  
In addition the Base had a Spencer 42 centre cockpit 
ketch that was used for adventure training and 
recreational sailing in the Gulf Islands.  “Serendipity” 
was kept at HMCS Discovery in Coal Harbour near 
Stanley Park.  David did a lot of sailing both on 
dinghies and the large cruising yacht.  He obtained a 
CYA sailing instructor’s certification and taught at the 
CFSA at Chilliwack and in Vancouver with the Jib Set.  
The last summer before being posted east to St Hubert 
he was the foredeck man on a new Camper Nicholson 
30 foot yacht that raced in the Southern Straits and 
Swiftsure races.   

In Montreal David became involved with CFSA 
Montreal which is on Lac St Louis near Dorval Island.  
While there he became the CFSA training officer and 
taught many novices how to sail on the CFSA 420s.  
He also bought a Laser and raced it actively for about 
six years.  One year he managed to make the 
Canadian National Laser Championship sailed at the 
Royal St Lawrence Yacht Club on Lac St Louis.  He 
finished well back. 

David’s father retired and bought a Westsail 32, 
“Chinook,” from the builder in California; David went 
down with his parents to help commission her.  The 
following year he and his brother joined their Dad to 
bring her up the coast to Vancouver Island.  It was a 
challenging experience as they discovered that the 
Pacific Ocean is not necessarily pacific and that away 
from land it is an awfully big place.   

Being in the military there were many postings.  
David went to Petawawa after Montreal where he 
sailed at first at the Deep River Yacht and Tennis Club 
and after being appointed as Commodore CFSA 
Petawawa on Lac Allumette on the Ottawa River.  He 
sailed both his Laser and 420s.  While in Petawawa he 
instituted sail training for soldiers during the summer 
using the Ontario Sailing Association mobile sailing 
schools.  The project was very successful with scores 
of young soldiers being introduced to sailing and 
obtaining their CYA White Sail.  Later he moved to 
Gagetown, New Brunswick where he was became the 
Commodore at CFSA Gagetown.  Sailing there was 
done at Mactaquac Lake to the west of Fredericton.  
While in New Brunswick David continued to teach 
sailing and race his Laser as well as becoming the 
volunteer Training Director for Sail New Brunswick.  
One unique experience occurred while posted to 
Gagetown, he was requested to assist an adventurous 
training exercise in Kiel Germany at the British Kiel 
Yacht Club where he taught young soldiers from 4 
CMBG.  The training yachts were Contessa 26s and 
the BKYC rules were that entering and leaving harbour 
had to be done under sail, no motors.   Sadly he sold 
the Laser when he was posted to Cyprus. 

There was a tremendous amount of exciting sailing 
in Cyprus at the Dhekelia Yacht Club on the south 
coast of the island.  The club had Albacores and 
Lasers with a very active racing calendar.  In Cyprus 
David met Penny, an Australian working for the UN, 
and they were married in Vancouver after being posted 
back to Chilliwack. There David continued with sailing 
and teaching at CFSA Chilliwack and chartering 
“Serendipity’s” replacement a Catalina 27, “Tranquility.”  
The next few postings limited David’s sailing because 
of location or raising a family.   

When in Petawawa again in the mid-1980’s he 
again took up the appointment as Commodore CFSA 
Petawawa.  In addition he managed to lead a group of 
young soldiers on an adventurous training exercise, 
sailing a Bayfield 32, “Wings,” the replacement boat for 
“Tranquility” from CFB Chilliwack.   

The opportunities for sailing were limited when in 
Edmonton and later in China where he finished up his 
37 years of service as the Canadian Defence Attaché 
in Beijing.  Following retirement to Ottawa David got 
back into sailing when he purchased “Interlude,” a C&C 
27 Mk III.  He joined the BYC in 2007 and brought 
“Interlude” into the club in August that year.  He has 
since being sailing her both cruising and racing.  In late 
2010 he was asked to take on the appointment as 
Honorary Secretary of the BYC.    
You now know more about David than is really 
necessary.  Next time you see him, please say hello.   
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2011

POT LUCK - BRING A DISH
ABSOLUTE “FUN” EVENT - NO PHRF CERTIFICATE REQUIRED

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BONNE VOILE 
 
 

 

Club championships 
 

SAT. OCT. 22, 2011 
 

0900 hrs. - SKIPPERS’ MEETING 
1000 hrs. - START 

  
 

Special instructions will be issued. 

Club 
championships 

 
SATURDAY, 

OCTOBER 22, 2011 
 

0900 hrs. 
SKIPPERS’ MEETING 

 
1000 hrs. 
START 

 
Special instructions will be issued. 

PRESENTATION 
DINNER 

 

 
SATURDAY, 

NOVEMBER 12, 2011 
 

2011

 
 

RESERVE AT – 613-828-5167 
 Payment in advanced required 

 

   REMEMBRANCE DAY 
             REGATTA 

 
 

  
 
 

        SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2011 
          START TIME  -  NOONISH 
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